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ADVERTISEMENT. 

1'^HESE Letters are printed chiefly to 
• be diftributed among the^Jews *, and if 
there {bould appear to be any profpe<5l of 
their anfwefing the end for which they 
were compofed/thfey wilhbc tranflated into 
Hebrew y for the ufe of learned Jews in all 
parts of the wprid, to engage them, if 
poitible/ iir an amicable difctigipn. of the 
fubjedt. 

,,.It may be proper to obferve, that the 
y/pvd :Cbn/f, in fhr§ Vvork, is ufed only as a 
proper nanie, to delPir)te the.fouqderof the 
chriftian r^^ig|ion/»af^€^ not,a3 fynqnymousto 
Mefia/j, though ic was. oriei'na1*ly>nothing 
fivore.than a tranflation of that word int6 . 
Greek. "" . 

Since the'firftj?dfrion of the^ Letters, I 
have publifhed; Letters to Philofophical C7//- 
beUtvers, Part IL in which I have ftated the 
evidence of thc'ij^iyiih and chriftian reli- 
gions jointly i and therefore X wifh the Jewj5 
would give particular attention to them; 
and confider them as an appendage to thefe 
" Letters, addtefled to themfclves. 
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Letter i. 

Of iht peiuMr PfHiligei of the Jewijh Na^ 
tim^ ^nd the Cat^fes (f tbdr Prejudices 
itgmnft ChYifiianiiy^ 

CHILDREN of the ftock of Abraham, 
and heirs of the fure promifes of God, 
Bear, I intreat you, with the ferious addrefs 
of a chriftian, who reverences your nation, 
is a believer in the future glory of it, and is 
a worfliipper of the Cod of your fathers* 
without admitting any other to fhare in the 
rights of divinity with him. 

I admire your perfevering faith In the 
promifes of God, notwithftanding the moft 

B dif- 
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difcouraging appearances. In this you 
ihew yourfelves to be the worthy fons of 
the great patriarch from whom you are 
defcended. You have fufFered more than 
any other nation under heaven, but you 
juftly believe it is no more than was fore- 
told by your great prophet Mofes, and what 
you have brought upon yourfelves. And, 
believing in the equity of the divine pro- 
ceedings, and in the veracity of that God, 
who has diftinguiflied you as his peculiar 
people, you cannot entertain a doubt, but 
that whenever the caufe of his difpleafurc is 
removed, he will tiirn from his fierce anger, 
and remember the covenant which he made 
with your fathers, to be a God to them^ and 
to their feed after them. He will make a 
full end of all other nations, that ihall per- 
fccute and ppprefs you, but you he will 
never utterly deftroy. He will only corredt 
you in meafure, as we read, Jer. xxx* !!• 
Xlvi. 28. 

Your difllke of chriftians, and your 
abhorrence of their faith] is not to be 
wondered at, when it is confidered how 

much 
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tnuch you have fufFercd by their crud op* 
preffions, and how contrary their dodtrines 
have been to the fundamental principles of 
your religidn* You are the vi^orfhippcrs of 
the dne living and true God. But, befides 
him, the generality ofchriftians have paid 
divine honours to Jefus Chrift^ and in ^ 
great meafare alfo to thofe dead men, whom 
they have called Saints^ who were no more 
the proper objedls of worfhip thiaa images 
of wood and ftone, the work of men's 
hands ^ But at this day the cruel ufagis you 
have met with from chriftian nations is hap- 
pily much abated. Chriftians in general, 
and efpecially the more civilized among 
them, are difpofed to treat you with equity 
and humanity; add if you 7^072^ make en^ 
quiry into their faith, you will find that 
many of them have rejedcd, as abufes and 
corruptions of it, thofe dodlrincs which you 
fo juftly abhor. 

Jefus Chrift> who was of your nation, 
was a worfliipper of the fame God with 
yourfelves. He taught his followers to wor- 
fhip the fame great Being, and no oth?r, 

B 2 and 



4 LETTERS 

and to regard bimfelf as their mafier^ but as 
nothing more than the mefienger and Itx^ 
vant of God, 2i prophet like unto Mofei i and 
the apoille Peter calk him, *^ a man ap« 
** proved of God, by miracles, and^woBders, 
** and figns, which God did by him." A,Gts 
ii. 22. This rational do(3;rine prevails more 
and more among chriftians ; and by reading 
the New Tcftamcnt you will eafily fatisfy 
yourfelves that there has been no more juft 
reafon why chriftians fhould pay divine bo<- 
nours to Chriil, than your anceflors had to 
worfhip Mofes. 

For many ages your fathers were conti- 
jiually relapfing into idolatry. But God, in 
the courfe of his providence, has at length 
entirely cured you of the leaft properiiity 
to it. In like manner he thought propo* 
to permit chriftians to fall into fimilar ido- 
latrous pra&ifes, but he is now opening 
their eyes, to fhew them their abominations, 
ftnd to bring them back to the worship of 
himfelf alone^; that with us, ds well as with 
you, God may be one^ and his name one. Zech. 

iv. 9. 

As 
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As I believe m the fame God with your* 
ielves, and worftiip and ferye bim only ; fo 
I, with feme other chriftians, believe in the 
perpetual obligation of all the laws which 
Mofes prefcribed to your nation j and that 
circumcifion^ and other cuftoms derived 
from your anceftors, were intended to dif- 
tinguiih you from all other nations, as /^^ 
peculiar people of God, to the end of the 
World, Jefus Cbrift ^prefsly faid^ Matt. v« 
ly. that ^' he caqtie not to deftroy the law, or 
*\ the prophets, bat to fulfil them ; and 
^' that till heaven and earth pafs away, one 
** }ot or one tittle fhall in no wife pafs from 
•^ the law." The apoftle Paul faith that by 
faith in the gofpel, *< we do not make void 
*< the law, but eftablifli it/' Rom. iii. 31. 
Both Chrift aiid his apoftles, being Jews, 
AtlAlf cdnformed to all the rites of your 
jreligton, and taught the fame to all other 
chriftian Jews» though they were authorized 
not to enjoin the fame obfervaoces on chrif* 
fiam of other nations. Had they done this^ 
there .would have been nothing to diftin- 

B 3 guifli 
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guifti the pofterity of Abraham from the 
reft of the world. 

^ Since, therefore, well-informed chriftiahs 
believe in the fame one, living, and true 
God, with yourfclves, it may be hoped that 
our mutual prejudices will in tinle abate, 
and that you will be prevailed upoii to at- 
tend with calmnefs to the reafons that may 
, be laid before you, why you fhould believe 
in the divine miffion of Chrift, as well as in 
that of Mofes, and confider his religion as 
defigned to be a bleffing to the gentile 
>vorl(i as well as to you. 

The fame God is the benevolent father of 
us all, and he has given us equal powers of 
ferving him, and being happy in his fa- 
vour* We are all equally the fubjedts of 
his moral government here, and are by na-^ 
ture equally capable of being heirs of imr 
mortality hereafter. Permit us, therefore, 
to claim the title of your brethren, while we 
acknowledge you as the elder branch of the 
family, and do not envy you the prehemi-^ 
pence that you arc entitled to as fuch. 

If 
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If .you confider the tenor of all the pro* 
mifes of God to Abraham, and your great 
anceftors, you will find that none of them 
rcfpcdl the favour of God in a future world, 
but only in this. And though you have had 
peculiar advantages for knowing and ferving 
God ; yet unlefs thefe be properly improv- 
ed, having more to anfwer for than other 
nations, you will certainly fubjeft your- 
fclves to a greater condemnation. As God 
has never fpared your nation whenever you 
have finned, and revolted from him, but has 
always punifhcd you, even with more feve^ 
rity than he has done other nations, who 
were lefs favoured by him in this world, the 
fame will, no doubt, be the cafe in the 
world to come. If the refpedl that God 
has for your anceftors will exempt you from 
punifhment hereafter, it c^rfainly woijld 
have done fp here. 

To you, as the pofterity of Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, God has promifed the pof- 
fefiion of the land of Canaan, But your 
greateft and moft honourable diftindlion is 
th^tj when all the reft of the world wa^ 
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fallen inta idolatry, and the abominable ud 
borrid vices coanedted with it, God m« 
ftrudted you in the true knowledge ^d pule 
worfhip of hioWfelf^ fo that by meana of 
your natiQn, that mofl important do<ftr£cie 
of the dmine unityy has, together wttb tfaoi 
ipiritqality of his worfliip, beem pref<;]?¥ed( 
in the world through all ages, eveni to thia 
day. 

You have been aa tlh^/ah ofth^imtlh^ ao^ 
by the knowledge which haa bqcni diiiujfedl 
£rom you to other nations, it ha^^ beeot pre-% 
ferved from univerfak corrupdon*.. ¥toak 
your nation God has nude choice of hi$ 
prophets, by whom he has revealed hia will, 
9Qt t4> yourfelves only, but ta all his o^ 
ipring of mankind. By Jefua Chirift wA 
his apoftles, who were aM: Jewjs, he hast 
taught his will to the whole world, calli^ 
upon all men every where, to repent {&&^ 
xvii. 30.) not that thgr may flia^rc in your 
peculiar privileges and honours here^ b«it 
that they may obtain immortal happioc&i^ 
together with all the virtuous of your na** 

tion, hereafter. 

At 
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At i^ejfeok yQiMT natioi^ is under the cloud 
of the .divine difplc^iufei, and therefore yoa 
have no prophets among you. But when 
you fhall be obedient to God, and when, in 
confeque»cc of it» he (hall reftore you to 
the poffeffion of your own country, divine 
communications will be again imparted to 
you, and by you to the red of the world, as 
we read in Ifaiah ch. iu ?. *' And it (hall 
" come to pais in the laft days, that the 
** mountain of the Lord'^s houfe (hall be ef- 
f' tabliflxed ia the. top of the mountain, and 
^' (h^ll be exalted above the hills, and aH 
** nations (hall, flow unto it, and mznj 
people ihall go, and fay,. Come ye, kt us 
gOv up to tt^ mount^itt of the Lord^ to 
^f the hou(e of the. God of Jacob^^ and he 
•f / will te^k tts of his ways, and we will 
V walk ia his paths. For out of Zipn (hall 
^.* go, forth, the law„ and the word of the 
** LQi;d frora Jeruikkjpp* And he (hall 
" judge . among the nations, and rebuke* 
** many pc€>ple; and they (hall b«at th^i; 
♦* fwords into plough -(hares, aind th^i|; 
f* fpeaj:s. into pruning hooks^ NatCoo (hall 

"not 
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'* not lift up fword againft nation, neither 



€4 



(hall they learn war any more." 
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LETTER II. 

Of tie prefent di/perfed and calamitous Staff 

of the Jewijk Nation. 



I 



Rejoice exceedingly In the profped of the 
glorious times announced in the pro- 
phecy quoted in my laft letter, times fo glo- 
rious for you, and fo happy for all the world, 
and I truft that God is now difpofing things 
in the courfe of his providence, fo as to' 
haften their approach. But affure yourfclves 
that till fome obftacle, now exifting, be re- 
moved by yourfelves, thofe times of honour 
and profperity to your nation cannot come. 
The promifes of God are fure. ** He is a* 
" God of truth and without iniqiiity, juft 
*' and right is he/' Deut. xxxii. 4. And 
as furcly as he threatened to expel you from 

the' 
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the Land of Canaan for your difobedience, 
and has executed his threatenings in themoft 
idreadful manner, fo furely will he fulfil his 
promife to reftore you to it again, when you 
return to your obedience. But this is the 
indifpenfable condition of his favour, At-» 
tend to the word of God by Mofes, 

Deut. XXX. I, &c. * And it (hall come to 
^ pafs, when all thefe things are come upon 

* thee, the bleffing and the curfe which I 
' have fct before thee, and thou (halt call 

* them to mind, among all the nations whi- 

* ther the Lord thy God hath driven thee, 
^ and fhalt return unto the Lord thy God, 
f and fhalt obey his voice, according to all 

* that I commanded thee this day, thou and 
f thy children, with all thy heart, and with 
f all thy foul ; that then the Lord thy God 
f will turn thy captivity, and have compaf- 
^ fidn upon thee, and will return, and ga- 
f ther thee from all the nations, whither the 
f Lord thy God hath fcattered thee. If any 
f of thine be driven out unto the utmoft 
f parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord 
f thy God gather thee, and from thence will 
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' he fetch thee. And the Lord thy Go(l will 
' bring thee unto the land which thy father; 
' poflelTed^ and thou {halt poiTefs it» and he 

* will do thee good> and multiply thee above 

* thy fathers. And the Lord thy God will 

* circunacife thine heart, and the heart of 
« thy feed, to love the I^ord thy God with 
^ all thine heart, and with all thy foul, that 
< ihou mayeft live/ 

Your prefent difperfed and calanutoas 
0tuation is. certainly a proof that you are at 
this very time under the divine difpleai^e* 
Otherwife his hand would not be fa heavy 
ixpon you. Examine then impartially what 
is the real caufe of it, and make it your buB-- 
nefs to remove it. The chief caufe of God*$ 
difpleafure againft you in former tio>es» was 
your falling into idolatry : of this you were 
effedtually cured by the Babylonifh capti^ 
vity. But another caufe was the obftinacy 
and incredulity with which your anceftors 
were charged, when they were called ajiif- 
necked and rebellious generation, difobedient 
to the prophets whom God from^ time to 
time fent to them. 

3 It 
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It 16 with reludaocc that I bring thefe 
things tp yMif remembrance, and onljr from 
a principle of fincere good*will to yoU« 
How <nany prophets of God were cruelly 
treated, and cut ofF, by your forefathers, as 
your (criptures teftify ? But their defcend- 
ants repented of this, as we read in the 
books of E^ra and Nehemiah, where you 
have an excellent pattern of national hu- 
iiiiliation for national fins, and an account 
of the return of God's favour in confe- 
<penceofit« 

Bear with me, I intrdu you, if, on this 
occaiion, I remind you of a ferious warn-* 
ing given you by Chrift, which at the feme 
time (hows his prophetic fpirit, and the 
true caafe of your prefent fufFerings. It 
was delivered in your temple, a few days 
before his death. Matt. xxi. 23, &c. ** There 
<< was a certain houiholder, who planted a 
*^ vineyard, and hedged it round about, and 
<^ digged a wiae*prefs in it, and built a 
'^ tower, and let it out to huibandmen, and 
** went into a far country. And when the 

** tinje of the fruit drew near, he fent his 

*♦ fervants 
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** fervants to the hufbandmen, thdt they 
** might receive the fruits of it. And the 
•* hufbandmen took his fervants, and beat 
•' one, and killed another, and ftoned an- 
,** other. Again, he fent other fervants, 
" more than the firft, and they did unto 
** thein likewife. But laft of all he fent 
** unto them his fon, faying. They will 
** reverence my fon. But when the huf- 
** bandmen favv the fon, they faid among 
•* themfelves. This is the heir, come, let us 
** kill him, and let us feize on his inherit-- 
*' ance. And they caught him, and caft 
** him out of the vineyard, and flew him* 
*' When the Lord therefore of the vine- 
«* yard cometh, what will he do unto thole 
•* hufbandmen ? They'* (that is, your 
Scribes and Pharifees, before whom he de- 
livered this remarkable parable) ** fay unto 
** him, He will miferably deftroy thbfe 
*' wicked men, and will let out his vine- 
" yard to other hufbandmen, who fhall 
*« render him the fruits in their feafons." 

Our Saviour afterwards added (ver, 43) 

*' Therefore the kingdom of God ihall be 

*' taken 
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** taken from you, and given to a nation 
*« bringing forth the fruits thereof." Has 
not this prophecy been as awefully fulfilled ^ 
as that of Mofes ? 

The continuance of your calamities fhows 
that the caufe of the divine difpleafure 
againft you is not only fomething wrong 
done by your anceftors, but alfo fomething 
that is approved, and perfifted in, l>y your- 
felves : and it is not for immoralities of 
a common kind that God punifhes you 
with fo much feverity. For other nations 
have been, in thefe refpeds, as wicked as 
you; but no nation ever fufFered as you 
have done. 

It is in vain to allege that you arc now 
fufFering for all the fins of your ancefl:or$ 
from the beginning of your nation, and even 
for that of the golden calf. God exprefsly 
fays, Exod. xx. 5. that he vifiteth the ini- 
quities of the fathers upon the children to 
the tbird or fourth generation only ^ whereas 
many generations have pafled fince you have 
been wholly expelled from the land of Ca- 
naan. Befides, you were puniihed for all 

your 
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ydar fins prior to the Babylbnifii captivity, 
by that captivity. Your reiteration eo ,yt>ur 
country is a proof of that 5 and Cod wottld 
I not punifh you again, and at the diftance of 
lb many ages, and with fo much more fe- 
verity, for the fame otfcnccs. 

Confider alfo, that a captivity of fevcnty 
years only, without uny peculiar hardftiips 
ddring the continuan(;e of it, was deemed a 
fufficient punifliment for all your offences 
committed before that period ; whereas yon 
have experienced unfpeakably greater Cala* 
mities, and of much longer continuance^ 
fince the promulgation of chriftlanity, than 
the amount of all your fufFerings previous 
to it. Bcfides, you have fufficiently re- 
pented of your ill ufage of all the preced- 
ing prophets, and nothing more h rcquifite 
to obtain the divine forgivenefs, and the 
return of his favour. 

Be not» therefore, offended, if, with great 
fincerity, but with equal affedion, I muft 
obfcrve, that, according to appearances, 
there is no other caufe of God's difpleafure 
againft you bcfides yoUr rejcdion and per* 

fecution 
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fecutlari of the prophets of your owft na- 
tion, Chrift and the apoftlcs, w,ho were Tent 
to you in the iirft place, and who confined 
Xhtiv inftruiSions to your cation, till, being 
f ejefted hj you, they were directed to preach 
the gofpel to the Gentiles* This circum- 
ftance contributed to inflame. the hatred of 
your anceftors againft the preachers of the 
gofpel, and againft the gofpel itfelf ; and 
the fame fpirit (fo hoftile to the gofpel, and 
to God, if he be the author of it, and which 
muli neceflarily haye excited his difplea^ 
fure againft you) has a£tuated your nation, 
in a greater or lefs degree, in all ag6s, even 
to this day. But when, duly humbled and 
inftruflied by your afflictions, you fhall be 
more dlfpofed to hear, and attend to, the voice 
of God fpeaking to you by his feryants, fo 
that Tome of you, at leaft, fliall ftiew abetter 
difpofition towards chriftianity (which docs 
not at all interfere with your attachment to 
the laws of Mofes) he may have mercy upon 
you ; and your complete converfion may, 
perhaps, be referved till your return to the 
land of Canaan. For the fake of a righteous 

C few. 
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few^ God may have compaflion on the nnanjfm 
But he only knows what his own fccret pur- 
pofes are. Of this we mdy be fatisfied, that 
•* the Judge of all the earth will do that 
*• which is right" (Gen. xviii. 25.) and 
leaft of all will he be unjuft to the defend- 
ants of Abraham^ Ifaac, and Jacob. 
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LETTER III. 

Of the hijlorical Evidences of the divine MiJJion 

of Chrlji. 

"DEVIEW, I intreat you, the hiftor y of 
the times in which the gofpel was 
publiftied, and the condudt bf your anceftorS 
in them ; and you will find that they re- y 

jedtcd thofe who came to them from God, 
bringing the fame teftinjonials of a divine 
miffion that Mofes and the preceding pro- 
phets had brought before them. For, like 
them, they alfo did what no men could 
hayc done, if God had not been with theto. 

They 
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*rhcy healed all difeafes by a word fpeak- 
ing, they even raifed the dead, and Chrift 
himfeif rofe from the dead after he had 
been publicly crucified* 

As a true prophet, Chrift foretold the 
dreadful calamities which befel your nation 
in that generation, and with the trueft fym- 
pathy he even flied tears on the profpe(3: of 
them* Thus wc read in one of our gof- 
pels, written before the dcftrudion of Je^ 
rufalem by Titus, Luke xix. 41. ** And 

* when he was come near, he beheld the 

* city, and wept over it, faying. If thou 
' hadft known, even thou, at leaft in this 

* thy day, the things which belong unto 
' thy peace ! But now they arc hid from 
< thine eyes. For the days (hall come 
' upon thee, that thine enemies ihall caft 
' a trench about thee, and compafs thee 

* round, and keep thee in on every fide, 
' and ihall lay thee even with the ground, 
' and thy children within thee ; and they 
^ fhall not leave in thee one ftbne 'upon 
^ another, becaufe thou kneweft not the 
' time of thy vifitation." 

C z That 
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That Chrift performed miracles, your an- 
ceftors, who faw them, did not deny ; but 
they weakly afcribed fome of the moft re- 
rtiarkable of them to the aid of Beelzebub ^ 
add it has lincc been faid by your writers, 
that he performed his miracles by means of 
fome ineffable name of God, which he ftole 
out of thd temple. 

I will not affront your underftandings Co 
much as to refute fuch pretences as thefe. 
If God could permit Chrift to impofe upon 
your nation, and the world, in this manner^ 
he might have fuffered Mofes to do the 
vfaitie, and there could be na guard againft 
ihe groffeft tmpoftures. Afltire yourfelves^ 
therefore, that God, the God of your fa- 
thers, could never fuffer your nation to be 
.deceived in this manner. The powers 
tyf ftature will never be controuled but by 
the God of nature, and by pef'fons adually 
cottimiffioned and impowered by him. 
•^ Think not that I wifh to undervalue the 
evidence for tht divine niiffion of Mofes. I 
give as^firrti an alTent to it as any of your- 
felves can do. The hiftory.df Mofes is 

. mofi 
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rnoft cflentially different from the fabulous 
biftories of Greece and Rome; his hiftory 
having been written. in the age in which he 
lived, and the hiftory of your nation ha«^ing 

been continued without interruption from 
that time to what is univerfally allowed to 
be the time of certain hiftory, and in fuch a 
manner as that the con-nexion gives the 
highcft credibility to the whole. 

Such a hiftory as yours could never have 
been received as true, in the acre of Mofcs 
itfelf, and in ali following ages, if it had 
not been fo* Your nation, which by its 
long continuance in Egypt had acquired a 
fondtick for its fuperftitions, was exceed- 
ingly averfe to the laws and conftitutions 
of Mofes', and therefore would never have 
been brought to fubmit to them, if they ha4 
not been perfuaded, by evidence in which 
they could not be deceived, that they were 
prefcribedTjy God. 

The evidence for the divine million of ^ 
Mofes was, I fay, of fuch a nature, as that 
}t was impoffible that your anccftors fliould 

C 3 * * have 
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have been impofed upon with refpedt to It, 
The miracles were not things done in the 
prefcnce of a few intereftcd witncffes, but 
in tBat of both Egyptians and Ifraelites. 
Your whole nation walked on dry land 
through the Red Sea, and through the 
channel of the river Jordan. They all heard 
the voice of God fpeaking to them diftindly 
(not a finale articulate word only, but alPthe 
Ten Commandnients) from mount Sinai,, 
and they were ftd with manna from hcavei\ 
forty years. In things of this public na- 
ture no people could be impofed upon. 

)t is not, indeed, poflible to account for 
your anceftors (who were not in other re- 
fpeSs moi^Q knowing than the reft of the 
world, and who were inferior in fcience to 
the Egyptians and Babylonians) having a 
more perfeft knowledge of God, and a purer 
method of worfliip than other nations had, 
but on the fuppofition of their having been 
favoured with fuch divine communications 
as your hiftory gives an account of. Where 
but in your fcriptures, in all the periods of 
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antiquity^ and in the mod polifhed nations, 
ihall we find fuch compoiitions as thofe 
which are contained in your book of Pfalms? 
It is in vain that we look for fuch fenti- 
ments of reverence for the univerfal provi- 
dence, and righteous government of one 
living and true God in any hymns cbmpofed 
by writers of other nations. A religion fo 
authenticated as yours , is certainly intitled 
to your moft ^ealou^ attachment. 

But it is not fufficient to obey one mcf-^ 
fenger of God only, and difregard others, 
who qome with the fame commiffion. The 
reverence which your anceftors had for 
Mofes did not excufe them when they re- 
jected Elijah, Jeremiah, and others whom 
God fent. If, therefore, John the Baptift 
and Jeius Chrift, were adtually fent to you 
with a commiflion from God ^ if they and 
the apoftle>s were really prophets^ your ad- 
herence to Mofcs and the other prophets 
will not excufe your rge<flion of them. For 
it is a reje^ion of the authority of God, by 
whom they were fent. 

• C4. Now, 
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N0W9 without any difparagement to the 
evidence for the divine mifiion of Mofes, 
that q£ Chriil may be ihewn to be even 
clearer apd ftronger, at lead to us at this 
day ; becauie the hiftory of his miracles is 
Tnore within the limits of certain hiftory^ 

Are the books of Moies genuine, the real 
produfSion of the age in which the events 
recorded in them are fatd to have, taken 
place ? So are our four gofpels^ and the 
book of Ads. For they alio may be traced 
up to the time in which the eyents recorded 
in them happened, fo that they could never 
have been received as they were, if it had 
not been well known that the particulars 
contained in them were true. 

Were your forefathers fo difpofed that they 
would not have fubmitted to the inftitutions 
of Mofes, without the moft fatisfadory evir^ 
dence, that they were prefcribed to them by 
God ? The apoftles alfo, and thoufands of 
your countrymen, in the age of Chrift, were 
no lefs averfe to receive fuch do&rines as 
thofe which he taught them. Would they 
have received fuch a perfon as Jclus, a cru- 

cifi?4 
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cified malefactor, a dead man, for their Mcf- 
fiah, if the clear evidence of the miracleSi. 
wrought by him in hi9 life-time, aod efpe- 
cially that of his refuriedlon from the dead» 
had not compelled them to it? They, were 
no lefs attached to the opinion of the Meiliah 
being a great prince and a conqM^or than you 
are at this day. But being ro«n of ingenu-. 
ous minds, they not only abandoned that 
favourite doctrine, but every thing dear to 
them in the world, and even life itielf, for^ 
the fake of truth and a good confcience. 

If , you examine the particulars of the 
miracles of Cbrift, you will find that, 
though none of them can be faid to vie 
with fome of thofe recorded by Mofcs m 
point of fplendour and magnitude i yet, that 

with refped to notoriety, sm^ frequency, they 

* 

were abundantly fufiicient to £hew, that 
there could be no trick or colluiion in the 
cafe; and moft of them were fuch as alfp 
mark the great benevolence of his character. 
He healed the fick; and not one or two 
* only, but, during a great part of his publie 
ininiftry, he went about healing all that 

were 
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were brought to him, and efpecially difeaibs 
of the moft obftinate kinds, which feldom 
yield to any medical treatment, and fuch as, 
if ever they be cured, it is only in a long 
courfe of time, as palfies, leprofies, lunacies, 
and cafes of blindnefs. He raifed no lefs 
than three perfons from the dead, and two 
of th^n in the prefencc of a great number of 
perfons, his enemies as well as his friends. 

A miracle fomething limilar to that of 
your forefathers being fed with manna, was 
his feeding firft five thoufand, and afterwards 
four thoufapd men, befides women and chiU 
dren, with a fmall quantity of provifiom 
With refpedt to a mere command of the 
powers of nature, what could (hew it more 
than his ftilling a tempeft, or hisi walking 
on the fca, in which there could be.no arti- 
fice by which the fpeftators could be im- 
pofed upon ? And though after his refur- 
reftion, he did not appear to all the people, 
he was repeatedly feen and examined by 
numbers of thofe who were beft acquainted 
with him, and at one time by more than 
five hundred perfons at once. At firft hisr 

difciplesi 
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difciplcs had no cxpcftation of ever feeing 
him again, and therefore could not have 
been pre-difpofed to believe the fsi&; and 
afterwards they had leifure to converfe with 
him, and examine him as particularly as 
they pleafed ; and in the prcfencc of a great 
number of them he afcended into heaven. 
After this he appeared to one of the moft 
inveterate enemies of his religion, Saul of 
Tarfus, who, bemg thereby convinced of 
the truth of chriftianity, became a zealous 
preacher of it. Read the hiftory, and you 
muft perceive that it bears, in all refpcfts, as 
evident marks of truth as that of Mofes. 

The obftinacy and incredulity of your 
nation in general, in the time of our Savi- 
our and the apoftles, may be fatisfaftorily 
accounted for on the principles of human 
nature, over which motives of intereft, am* 
bition, and revenge, have often more influ- 
ence than all other confiderations. How 
often did the great body of your nation re- 
volt from their allegiance to God, notwith- 
ftanding the clear and frequent proofs of his 
interpofition ? Within a very few days after 

the 
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the moft cxprefs command, given from the 
mouth of God himfelf^ in an audible voice 
from mount Sinai, forbidding them to make 
any graven imsige, they njade a golden calf^ 
and bowed down before it. 

Is it then any thing very extraordinary, 
that, chagrined a$ your anceftors were, difap- 
pointed in the humble appearance of Jefus^ 
aijd ftung by his fevcre, though juft re- 
proofs of their hyprocrify and other vices, 
they were fo far fronx hearkening to hicn, 
that they apprehended him, and put him to 
death ; and that they perfifted in wreaking 
their vengeance on his followers ? It is but 
too natural for interefted, ambitious, and 
irritated men, to aft as they did. But that 
Jefus, who was fo unlike what was expeded 
of the Mefliah, (hould have been received in 
that charader by fuch numbers of your 
countrymen, cannot be accounted for but en 
the fuppofition that they had received the 
fuUefl fatisfa<3:ion that his claim' was well 
founded. 

It is, indeed, hardly poffible to account 
for the vtxy preHnftons of Jefus himfelf, on 

any 
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any principles but the fuUeft convidion in 
his own niMid, that God had fent hitn. He 
was a man of virtue and integrity if ever 
there was one ; and, as appears by his whole 

hiftory, he was no wild enthufiai):^ but of a 

» 

very cool and temperate mind. Being a 
Jew as well as yourfelves, he would natu* 
rally have the fame notion of the Mefliaji 
that other Jews pf his age had, and which 
you retain to this day. What then could 
have given him an idea oiafpiriimh iijftead 
of a temporal kingdom ? And vyhat could 
have fupported him under the terror of /a 
violent deaths to which he voluntarily fur- 
rendered himfelf, arid which, in his cooleft 
-moments he frequently expreflfed his delibe- 
rate intention of doing, in full confidence of 
being foon raifed to life again, but the 
firmeft perfuafion that God was with him, 
and would carry him through his arduous 
undertaki!!g ? 

Had Jefus been an impoftor, like others 
by whom you have been impofed upon 
fince, he would certainly have availed him- 
felf of the popular prejudices, inftead of op- 
3 pofing 
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pofirig them. He would have coartcd thd 
. leadinjg men of his country, apd not have 
irritated them againft him ; or at leafl would 
have fecured a fufficient number of partizans 
among the common people ; and at feveral 
periods of his hift'ory, and efpecially in the 
week in which he was crucified, they were 
much difpolcd in his favour. But he al- 
ways himfelf oppofed every attempt to make 
him a king. 

If he had not been a good man, as well d6 
fully perfuaded of his divine miffion, he 
would naturally haveaflumed the title and 
rank of a iing^ in order to gain followers; 
and having no cxpedation of a fpiritua! 
kingdom, or of any reward in another life, 
he would never have been fo foolifh, or £6 
mad, as to have fubmitted to die, when it 
was in his power to make his efcape. For 
when thofe who v/ere fent to apprehend him 
were ftruck with awe, zndjell backward (o the 
ground {]ohn xviii. 6.) he encouraged them, 
and voluntarily went with them, though he 
knew it was to certain death. 

Had 
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Had the fcheme been that of the apoftles, 
after the death of Chrift (as the objedl of it 
mufl. have been their own emolunient or ho- 
nour) they certainly made a very upnatural 
choice of a head, to whom all the honour 
was given ; a man whofc influence, whatever 
it was, mufl have expired with him, and 
whofe name, as that of a crucified malefaflor 
could have been no credit to them. Beiides^ 
k it highly improbable that they, whofe am- 
bition led them to difpute, as we iind they 
did, about precedency while their matter was 
living, (hould live in the m.oft perfeft har- 
mony, and jointly carry pn the fame fcheme, 
after his death, with no boii4 of truth and 
integrity to keep them Ajgather. ? 

Confider then, I befeech you, the hiftory 
of Chrift, which is as authentic as that of 
Mgfes, or that of any pf your prophets. 
The tranfadions of it, and of the period 
• which followed it, were not things iio/ie in a 
corner (Aflsxxvi. 26.) And confider whe- 
ther, as men of reafon and underftanding, 
you can account for the reception of chrif- 
tianity in fo great a part of the world, and 

efpecially 
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efpecially by fo many of your countrymen, 
and for its continuing to gain ground, and 
cftablifh itfelf, notwiihftandirig the moft 
violent oppofilion, -both from the heads of 
your nation, and all the other powers of the 
world, on any other fuppofition than that of 
Its having come from God. 

Jefus Chrift was not fuch a man as Ma- 
homet, who pretended to no miracle befidcs 
the compofitioii of the Koran (which it cer- 
tainly does not exceed the capacity of man 
to write) and who propagated his religion by 
the fword. Chrift and the apoftles appealed 
to miracles of the moft public nature, and 
had no means of propagating their religion 
but the evidence of it8 truth. 

I have carefully perufed the moft celebrated 
of your writers againft chriftianity, and I do 
not find in any of them a due examination of 
the hijlorical evidence for it. They have con- 
tented themfelves with faying in general, 
that chriftianity was received by very few of 
your countrymen, and thofe the lowcft of the 
people ; and that even among the gentiles,, 
the profeffors of it were not numerous be-- 

fore' 
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fore it was eftsibliflied by the power of Con-* 
Aantitie. • * • .. . . 

Now a flight acquaintance with hiftory 
would convince you that this was far from 
bting the truth of the cafe* The hiftory oJF 
the book of A<as (the authority of which 
was never difputed, any more than that of 
the books of Mofiis) (hews that th^re were 
many thpufands of chriftian Jews in Jcru-*- 
falem i tfclf, prefently after the death and 
refurredtion of Chrift, and many of them of 
confiders^le rank. And, according to other> 
the nioft authentic, accounts, there appears 
to have been a large bbdy of Jewiih chrif-^ 
tians (generally called Ebionites) refiding 
chiefly in Syria, whither they had retired upon 
the approach of the Jewifli war; and there 
were even feveral confiderable writers among 
them. Of thefe I fl>all only mention He- 
gefippus, who wrote the hiftory of the chrif- 
tian church, in continuation of the book of 
AiSts ; and SymmachuSi who, befides tranA 
lating the OldTeftament into Greek,. wrote 
a Commentary on the Gofpel of Matthew, 

■ 

irt which he undertook to refute the ftory 

D of 
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c^ tjid iBifi^culou$ conc^t;k>n. They were 
alfo learned Jcwifli chriftians of whom J?- 
ir9j^ leaf ned t^ Hebrew tongue. 

As to the ciy-iitian Geatiles, it is well 
kfiQWB^ ^^% they were e:^ceediiigly nume-* 
roijMS in all p^rts of the Itoman empire; that 
^^; ^d not Vk general ce^fift of the loweit 
^ ^e peppk> hut had among them many 
p9ridn$ of wealth^ ranl^, and charafter> and 
tba^t they eadured ieveral fev^re per&cution$ 
hefi>rt the time of Conftantine. Befides^ 
lloliK could th]€ emperc^» in a pericd which 
wa$ full of civil diflenfiop^ and who, hav- 
icig had many cooipetitors to contend with> 
vm& have had many more to fear, have 
jfi^ly changed the public religion of the 
Roman empir«> if the minds of the people 
had not been wet! prepared for it, by their 
g^i^eral profe^fion, or at leaft good ' opinioBi, 

Now what w6 maintain is,. that this ftate 
(>f things (which no perfon acquainted with 
hlftory can 4eiay). could not have taken place 
without fuch evidence of the miracles ^nd 
reAuTf4lion of Chrift, as it was not in the 

1 power 
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Hfky a£ enquiriog ioi^. k^ to n^fjA. ^ 

refpeft to thofc fads on whicfa thetni^.Qf 
chriftianity depends, pernfiit me to'obferve^ 
that you mtift not (as too many of yoy^ I 
perceive^ do) €4M3ffinfi y^iixfclv.c5 to the fcad-a 
ing of books written by your countrymen, 
but give due attention to Greek and Roman 
literature i by wkich onl^ yoa "can form a 
juft idei of the ftate of things in the times 
in which chriftianity was promttlgatedi It 
ie. -Ayell kqpwn thaf tjiere are no Jlc^bfcy^ 
WxitjjQgs. 9^. ?hat period now ejftant. Sut 
fOth^: nations fe^vei Ij^ad writers^ and.hiilo- 
rians^ as well* as yours ) and they afeJn titled 
tp aredit^n proportion to tha jparks. of gW 
inffrmatiQn$ zs^A of veracity which th^y 
.hQar> Read .tl>«n with attention, the writ- 
ings :of the age ia whicji chfiftianity Fas 
prc>mi»lgatedi ^n4 apjjjr pt^^r^ tbat ?;^.abIe.to 
t^co»v ii^ht uppn i.t,,^d C9n|i4cr who tljgr 
;w«re: thi^t^ rxaipfid chriftianity ^ ;^nd who 
ii^y wene tjhat r^Vi3^</. it^ This, Lam ger- 

D 2 fuadedy 






36 -LET T'Ei R 

fnaded^ will fatisfy yoa, that the work was 
of God, and therefore that it was in vain 
that the rulers of your nation, and of the 
world oppofcd it. 



/ 



LETTER IV. 
: Of the Do&rine concerning the Meffiah^ 

. YO U fay that whatever miracles might 
have been, wrought by Chrifl: and hia 
.apoftles, he could not be your Mefjiah^ 
becaufe he did not bear the proper charac- 
ters of the Mefliah, as they are laid down 
in the prophets. But I earneftly beg that 
you woulH re-cojifider thofe prophecies, and 
what is really faid of tKe perfon who iis dif- 
tinguiflied by the title of the Mefjiab^ or 
the anointed meflenger of God. fhat par- 
ticular title is not ufed (except by Ifaiah^ 
,who gives it to Cyrus) by any of )rour 

prophets 
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prophets before Daniel, who applies it to a 
perfon who was to be cut cffl aad who afHgns 
a term for that event, which muft have been 
clapfed many centuries ago (Dan.ix. 24.) 
¥ovfeventy weeks (or a period coniifting of as 
many years as feventy weeks contain days) 
from the cothmand to rebuild Jeru/alem^ which 
was then in ruins, mud, on any com* 
putation, have expired about the time of 
Chrift. 

Your Rabbi Ifaac, in his celebrated trea- 
tife intitled the Bulwark of the Faith, {zy%^ 
that the Seventy weeks of Daniel are a pe^- 
riod of four hundred and ninety years, tp 
be reckoned from the word of God to Jere- 
miah concerning the return from the Baby- 
lonifh . captivity, or from thje deftrudlion.pf 
the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, to its de- 
ilm&ion by Titus . (SciSion 42). He alfo 
fays, that' MeJJiab, the prince, in the former 
part of the prophecy means Cyrus, who is 
called the Mefliah, or the anointed, by Ifaiah ; 
and that by the Mefiiah who is to be cut ojf, 
in the latter part of the prophecy, is meant 
the laft king of the Jews, or Agrippa thr 

D 3 younger 
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{tiem qw*aj by any wriuer fofcfore, ih^ 
twelfth cen«ocy) Id h32CW bean ^ilkd by 
Vcfpafiatt before the taki<yg oft^«i<y* 

But) to loemtioft Dd more obj^fcdiii^s iot 
this bypotive'gs, from the dd^udbion of thro 
t^^plc by Nebuchadi^e^itor to th^x by Titfis 
%<rds^ period of more than fix hundrtd afifd 
fifty yfcars 5 ^n4 king Agripj^a t^^ doi <^m off 
at all, but probably ended his days pe^^^ly 
at Rome, «« tnay be coikulied fi-t^th 1^ bed 
«cc6unts of faim. ficfides, thit Mt t&th mto* 
iioned ift t^e two pahs of the lamb pr^^ 
^^hecy, is> fio doqbt, the £uiit perfoii^ ^^ho^ 
eiref ht was ^ and if thit be nti ycMir ptcfir 
Mtffidh^ where do yt>Q find falm annodn^ed 
tt all, ly it^e^ in any prophecy vrhauver ? 

On the other hitnd^ Orobio, in his difpu^ 
titioii with {uimborch, maint^ned di^ the 
MeSi!^h bf Pgniel Was tht jirft high^prieil, 
who lived to'gcthcr with, and after^ Nehc^ 
mxah. ^\3X it if not at all aeceifary to ihew 
how 111 this idea correfponds tb tht.lanJ 
gusge of the prophecy, j 

The 
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The miilake which, for wife purpofea, 
God has fuffered you to fall into, has ^ri&n 
from 3?t)ur not having dklmguiihed bet^)Wen 
this /Mitring Meffiab^ aiwi XhsLtj^rince af tit 
hoUfe afDa*oid^ under whom you are to en*^ 
joy the . great pfofperity that is promiied to. 
yom in the latter iays^ All the fem|)orel 
gloty that you expe<%, will certainly be youc 
lot ; and the MeiSah that yoa look for win 
coitie. For it is 0ot the nanHf hut the cha^ 
ra&er dtiat is to be regarded. But if j^u 
admit the divine n^Jfidn of Jefos^ you cannot 
bbje^ to his claim of being that fuiSeriAg 
Mejjiabj announced by the prophets. 

Yottf future glory is diitindlly foretold 
by JBany of the prophets* |t is even the 
great burden of prophecy from Abraham 
to S^echariafa. But it mufl: cOnie in its 
proper time^ And while you continue ob-» 
Uinatdy to reM God, in rejeding thofe 
^hoffi he fent unto you^ andcfaerilfa a tem^ 
per of mind fo utonrly unworthy of the 
high rank that is deftined for you» I do iiot 
fee how it can be coiififttot with tbei pro- 
phecies that you (hould be in any other ftate 

' D 4 than 
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than that moft unhappy one in which you 
now are. 

You expcdl that your MefEah will be 
lineally defceiided fromDavid, and therefore 
you cannot 'be reconciled to the idea of Jefus 
being that Mefiiah, becaufe chriftians fay 
that he had no Human father *, fo that ac- 
cording to your rules of genealogy, heccHiI4 
not be faid to be the/on of David. But it is 
no where- faid that the perfon who is cha- 
raderiz^d by the title t^i MeJJiah\, fliould be 
defcended f rota David, but only thzt fridge 
under whom you arc to enjoy your temporal 
profpcrity*' • . .. ; ■ .■ ' 

However, the hiftory of the miracuk)us 
conception of Jefus^does; not appear to mt 
4o be fufEciently authenticated. Tliej cvi;- 
dence of it is by no mesbs the iknie with 
that of his- public life, his miracles, hjs 
death, and refurre<^ion, which are all ihiJt 
the. truth of chriftiaiuty requires (and of 
which there were many witnefffes) and the 
original gofpd of Matthew, rec^ive^ by you^r 
-countrymen, did inot <:9iit^in it. 

Your 
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.Your facrcdjboojc^, as well as oursj biciag 
written hyt^fnen^ nejithcr of them caa be ex- 
pected tp I be entirely, free froni miilakes, - 
or exempt from intcrpqlations. : Your^/ as 
you muft.ackrtowlcdge, have, in a courfe of 
time, fufFered in thefe refpcdls. But it.is 
fufficient for us both, that the great events, 
on which every thing that is of importance 
to our religion depends, are true. As to 

any thing that is not necQffarily connedled 
with fuch events, and therefore is not fup-. 
ported by -^thek evidence, we Oiot^ld think 
purJTelves at liberty to jreceiye or rejefl: i4, 
according to its fepardte evi4ence. Myfelf]| 
and many pther chriftians, are no believers 
in thft miraculous concepjion of, Jefus, but 
arp of opip^on, that h^ was the legitimate 
fpn of . Jofeph* who vsras pf the farrxily of 
Pavi4; -and, fuch feems to have been the 
ppioipn of theigr^at bodyrPf Jevyifh chrif- 
tians^ ^wbo, had cnore opportunity of inform- 
ing th^emfelvos coacerning the fad: than the 
gentiles had. But we are not lefs firm be- 
J[iover§ iqaU.the publictrapfaftions of the 
life of Jefusyifi his miracles, his death, and 

his 
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his tefttfreQibh j and ctJnfequeirtly, in his 
divinfcf hiiffibn. With rcfpeft to his (vtp^ 
pofed Aliratolotis conception^ ilMl <)thfer ar^ 
ticks rthting ttt chtiftianity, but ttot efieh-^ 
tial to it, db 76U escamine and jtrdjgtJ for 
ybutMve&i, 
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C[OME ef you May perhaps fay, that yott 
^ cannot inter ihtb any difcui3ioA con» 
tierhing the evidence djf fchtiftianity, till the 
tiifTetent Jjrofelfors -cf it (hall agree ataong 
themfelves, and tfell you what it rdally is. 
!&ut thi$ dem'ahd Woald be matiifeftly ah- 
reaftnablej beeaufe it is very foffibk that 
chf iAiartity ilaay bfe ttrtte, though malrty per- 
ibriS thdiiVd hdld Wrong &piAi6ns CbhCertiing; 

if. TTou Jews belc! vefy difffefeiit Ojpirtiohs 

cohceriiirig tnafly things rtlatihg tO youi* 

Uw. Hut dots this eircUMflante pnove that 
it has no fottttdatioft iti tmth ? 

There 
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Ttiefe ifS rtol^> kwlfcid, any fu bj^cft df 1i«9^ . 
iftaint fp^ifulkticm, with r€^)ea to WbicH 
dHfcwnt men hare oot miintaii>cd drffereUt 
bpinwite. Bat w<Mild yea tWfik it y^ifi 'm 
m^ jienfoo to .refufc to ftuidy the hw$ <St 
4Be<iipinQ» or phildibphy, till all the. ^fo* 
fc-fibts trf tbftfc "fcieaccs. \*ere agfcfed kbout 
the priiKiples of them ? . 
' BefideSi all chHftlan^ are agreed v^kh tt^ 
fpe<a td the great articles of thei^ , faitb* 
Thdy all maintain that Jefus had a divitie 
fttiflion^ •evidenced by his miracles alid re- 
furttiSbion ; thai he v^as the perifon; sln^ 
nbunced by yotir prophets imder the. dia- 
f^aer of i^iiif Mi^iiby mA that> thois^h hfe 

. is afcended to heaven, he will totm «gai|i 

t® taife the deld, and judgq the 'Woirld. 

Admit the truth ^fth6fe anklt^s ooily^ aiid 

we ^11 |-6idily ttcknowiedge you to be 

^hriftians« As yMi ackfiowtedge any mah 

«D he a belfe^eif ifl the Religion ^f M6fe4, 

t^hd ^di^u M$ divide milSoti ^ nothing is 

itqciiri^ t& d^{)ot!iiAdVddiiy per^bn a dbriflian, 

but his believing tht divihe Ihiilioiii o^ Ghriift. 

If it ftagger you to ihinfe that fehriftia- 

' frity ihouUl have btfcft fo crorf U|>tedi as It 

muft 
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muft have been if my ideas of it be juft • J 
beg leave to refer you to my Hijiory of the 
Corruptions of Chrifitanity^ in which you 
will find the origin and prbgrefs of them^ I 
flatter myfelf,, fatisfailorily accounted for, 
•without implying any reflexion on chriifti^- 
^jty itfelf; And if you wifh to have a more 
particular account of the origin of the doc^ 
trine of the trinity^ at which you are fo juftly 
fcandalized, I refer you to nay Hiftory of 
early* Opinions concerning Jefus Cbrift^ in 
which you will fee a full account of the 
rife and progrefs of that doftrine^ with all 
tJbe. changes it has undergone, from its 
fource in; the Platonic philofophy to the 
prefeat day.. 

You may, however, iay, that chriftians 
are /b much divided among themfelves, that, 
you do not know which denomination of 
them you can join. But the &a)ie may be 
,faid concerning your religion. For there 
Sire different fe(Ss among you, and you dif^ 
fer in the interpretation of your fcriptures 
as we do in that of ours. . 

Befides, there is no occafion for you Jews 
to cQOn^ yourfel ves with any clafs of chrii^ 

tians. 
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tiafts. On f he contrary/ fince you jare?ftill 
to be diftinguiflied as Jews, no Icfs than as 
chriftians, it will be more convenient for 
you to form a fepafate church, arid to keep 
your fabbath as you now do. There are 

r 

fome chriftians who bbferve the feventli 
day as well as yourfelves, and we confider 
this circumftance as inaking no fehifrn in 
the chriftian church. AH the antient Tewl 
im chriftians obfervcd the fe vent h day for 
the purpofe of public worfliip. 

It has pleafed divine providence, for v^Ife 
ends, no doubt, to permir both your reli- 
gion and oiirs to be grofsly Corrupted. 
Many things have been added to .your Law 
entirely foreign to it > and this has alfo been 
the cafe with chriftianity. To the fimple 
dodtrine of the gofpel have been added fuch 
opinions (borrowed from heathen philofo- 
-phy) as are utterly difcordant with its ge- 
nuine principles, efpecially that of the divi- 
nity of Chrift; though the New Teftament 
no more reprefents him as a God, than the 
Old Teftament does Mofes. But, as I hav^e 
faid, there arc imany chriftians who hold 

that 
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iJMt 4oftrine, and that of tbfc trinity ^^ ill »t 
mHcb abhprrcnce.4» you can do^ 
% aU ipeanjs wad the Nfty^- Ttl^amcnl fof 

yourfdves^ and^ examine it with ioipartsalky^ 
It wiJl be b9<t -jij^der^ftopd by S^eans o|^ its 
coi)Qii3£iot> with the Q\d^ as it confift^ q£ 
boQ^s wriMeti by jrout cpufljr/yniftn, fiq 
vhojtrii yiDur fcriptotes,. and thi9 Iftnguage in 
which tlwy ai» wwttcw, tyfl^ tofliar^ & 
that tjbc' phjafrology is vepy,n^^ch the fame 
in both« Yqu will find the.hiijkdrical: bpoks^ 
whkh arjB thpftof, the gre^teft wportfince, 
writt$^n with the faix^e ^copl^city with, thofe 
pf the Ojd Tcftaojent,. by m«>,9f th^ gr^tr- 
"cft integrity and piety^ whp, Hke.ypqr fjwjred 
wrjitets, do not'ponccal their own faults^.or 
thpfe of their friends j aq,d -ve^ far will 

ft ■* 

you be from perceiving in them; any i»arks 
of artifice, or of a defign to i)mpofe upo|t 
their readers, if it had been in their ppwfr^ 
which it evidently, was. npt*. 

A.n impartial perufal of th^f^books^ with 
ail allowance^for fach overfight^ as are inpir 
denrt to all writejrs, tbofe of ,yq»r, fpripturqis 

HQtrexccpted* oannoj but giv^ you^favomn 

able 



I aJblc impreflioitt ©f th^ ch^^^rs of Chrift 

I »nd the apoillev and 4ifppie you ,ta givf 

r more attention, to the eyi^oijcte, qf .tb w mift 

I iipa from God. But, ty aU me^wia, ^ be* 

comes m^ of reaioA ^nd reli^oD, cpd^vom; 

I to diveft yoiitffelvcs of that extreme i»bhor-f 

wnce with v^hich you Jiaye generally m«? 

I g9.rded our religicoait uix4cr the iaEueoice ef 

ii^ch it will b& io^pQ^i^le for you ttp form 

^^ right ju4gmqit- Siiich an ^treis^ pircT 

j:i«|r(pe as n^ny of you |iaye ihawn ta th^ 

very n^ijie 0f cbnftmify^ mttft.inQap{^qit5i.te 

perfons for judging rightly CQiic^^liiAg any 

fulled whatever* 

It ip your belief, nQ Ws th»ft it ifi SWft^ 
that God b^rliaigs goQd( out of all evil^ aii4 
that beoaly permits t^ evi) for the fajsje of 
the good that i^ ct)nne:£l(6ft with it* ^ven 
I the gener^J^ unbelief of yqur nation, which 
is fo mu^h to he lam^ted in fome refpe^iis, 
has^had itsuie with regard tQ the credibiUty 
of the gofpel hiilofy^ Had the gi:cat body 
pf your nation, and efpecially the, rulejfs of 
M, iu Uie time of ChrU^ or that of hjt? 
apoftlq^, cwhraced chriftiAnity ; ajs it; was 

a religipa which fprijng up amojng your- 

. felves 
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felves, it would liave been faid, at this' day^ 
that it Vas a cdntHvance of thofe who had 
it in their power to impofe upon the com- 
mon people^ and to m^ke thefn believe what- 
ever they pleafed ; and that your fcriptures, 
which bear teflimoiiy to ChriftV'liad been 
altered to favour the impofture. Whereas 
the violent oppofitiori which your nation in 
general and the rulers of it, made to chrif-* 
tianity, and which has continued to the 
prcfent day, will for ever put it but of the 
' power of unbelievers to fay, that it was a 
fcheoie %hieh -tKe-founder-s of it carried on 
in concert with any human powers. The 

work was not of man, but of God. . It was • 

» 

founded on truth, and the gates of death 
cannot prevail igainft it. Matt. xvi. i8. 

But if your temporary unbelief has 
anfwered fo valuable a purp6fe, a much i 
greater, and a more happy one may be ex- 
pected from your converfion to chriftianity^ 
at the prcfent, or-fome future time; when 
with that will be connedled your reftoration 
to the divine favour, your re-fettlement in 
your own country, and that glorious and 
"profperous ftatc in it which is certainly re- 

" fervcd 
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ferved for you.* This will be fuch a fulfiU 
mcnt of a long *train of prophecy, now exift-- 
iflg, in your facred books and ours, and 
which therefore can never be faid to have^ 
been made aftfsr the event, as muft iSlence all 
incredulity, and eftablifti the pure worfhip 
of the God of Abraham, Ifaac^ and Jacob, 
to the end of time. 

Even the corruptioa.of chriftianity, and 
that degree of unbelief in it which has been 
the confequcnce of that corruption, will 
likewife appear, we cannot doubt, to have 
had its ufe, viz. to make us examine our 
principles, in order to diflinguifh what is 
true from what is fal/e By this means We 
ihall be better acquainted with the real na-* 
ture and value of chriftianity, and yield a 
better grounded, and more unwavering af- 
fent to it, than we could have done, if We 
l^d only received it from our anceflors^ 
withcmt any examination of our own. It 
is a knowledge of the oppofition that has 
been made to any fyflem^ and of the power 
of truth in overcoming that oppoiition, thai 
can alojie give a firm eftabliihmedt to our 
faith in it« . 

E We 
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Wc therefore owe infinite obligation to 
your nation for upbraiding us, as you have 
never ceafed to do, with paying divine ho- 
nours to Jefus Chrift, and making a trinity 
in the divine nature, and confequently with 
being idolaters. 

It has been one principal means of making 
the more inquifitive among us to confider 
whether the heinous charge was a juft one ; 
and the confequetfce has been, that we have 
found it to be fo. You had reafon on your 
fide, and .wc yield to it. With the fame 
Candour, do you alfo examine whether we 
have not) in other refpeds, reafon on oui? 
fide alfb, and fubmit to tbaty not to uSf who 
are only the means in th? hand of provi- 
dence of holding it*out to you. 

If you will examine impartially what 
chriftianity really />, and not what it has 
been reprefented to be, you will iind in it 
nothing at which your niinds ought to jef^ 
volt. It is perfedly confiftcnt with ail th^ 
2ea( you now have for the law of Mo£bs, 
though it is hoflile to the additions which 
the Scribes and Pharifees among you have 

made to it^ and which no perfbn, except 

one 
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t)f\4 mihoriz^d by God for the pur^pofe^ bad 
»af right jto make. 

Chriftianity ineukaites as fully a^ Mpiel 
hmMf, the doSrines of tht din)ine unity i 
• jind that of his placability to returttiflg pc- 
jiiteats> and it aflerts with peeuliat clcar- 
hefa and energy that fundanlental article of 
fk\\ pfaflical religion i the revelation of a 
future life J rje^tifying fbme m4ft<ikc« into 
:^vhie1) ybiir anccftors feem to have fallen 
wifh fiefpeft to it. But^ whether you ht 
eflTepdcd of not, chriftianity opens the gates 
bf heavea^to all the gentile wdrld; 

yYyii da<3nne, baWever, i§ by no meand 
iacoofiftenj with any thing contained in 
your fcriptiires^ but^ on the contrary^ is 
reajly implied in them* For thercj we read 
jthat Enoch, Noah^ J0bj and mafiy pthers, 
enjoyed the foVour of God (and they will 
ho doubt be h^ppy in a future ftate) though 
they lived before the gublication of thcla^v 
pf Mofes:, or even the appointment of cir- 
cumcifion. It is evidenti therefore, that 
thpfe rites are hot, in their awn nature, ne* 
c^fTafy to acceptance with God* Nay, 
Abraham himfelf became the friend and' 

E a ' favourite 
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favourite of God before he was circunicifed : 
and neither he, nor Ifaac, nor Jacob, were 
acquainted with the peculiar laws of Mofes. 
Why then fhould you think it inconfiftent 
with any maxim in the government of God, 

F 

that he fhould be difpofed to make all the 
fincerely pious and virtuous happy ? 

Your peculiar ritual cannot, from the 
.nature of it, be obferved by all mankind. 
It is only adapted to a country of friiall ex- 
tent, but fufficient, and properly fituated, to 
be the head of all countries, and where your 
nation will reign as kings and priejis unto 
God, receiving the homage of kll other na- 
tions, and prefenting offering's to God on 
their behalf. If a fituation like this does 
not gratify your higheft ambition, you en- 
courage an ambition of a very prepofterous 
and improper kind, inconfiftent with the 
happinefs of all other nations, and indeed 
yvith that of your own. But can you really 
think th^t God made all the gentile nations 
to be your flaves and vaflals, and did not 
rather intend that youi: prcheminence fliould 
have for. its obje<ft in the great plan of pro- 
. vidence, the happinefs of the whole world ? 

The 
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The head, though the moft honourable^ 
member of the body, is calculated to be 
fubfervient to the whole fyftem. The fa- 
mily of Aaron fupplies you with priefts, but 
it is for the ufe of all the twelve tribes ^ 
and the family of David gives you kings, 
but for the happinefs of the nation at large. 
In like minner, your whole natioH is to be 
the head of all the nations of the earth, 
in order to its being th? medium of com- 
municating happinefs to all mankind, who 
arc equally the offspring of God, and the 
care of his providence, with yourfelves.— ; 
Let then this great, this rational, smd de- 
firable prehemincnce content you, and let all 
idea of oppofition, and difference of interefl, 
ceafe. We will receive and honour you as 
our elder brethren, in the great family of 
(jod. Acknowledge us as your younger 
brethren. 

Your nation is the great objedl towards 
which our eyes are direded. From the call 
of Abraham, you have been the chief inflru- 
ment in the hands of God of inftruiiting 
piankind in the great truths of religion. 
Your fuiFerings have had the fanie Qbje<a 

E 3 with 
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tvitb yottf pf«ffp«rhy j arif4 having ftQ<^, wc 
h6pey MdfJy ^nfw'ered theif endy may fh6 
God (Jf heaven, the 06«d of Abrabr^m, Itaa<:^ 
and Jacob, the God whom- we cbriftiar>si a$ 
well as you Jews wcxrihip (and whom' We 
bay^ learned of ycu to Worihip) be gracioully 
pleafed to ptjt iri end to them, gather yon 
frptfi arhOtig all nations, as he haf* promifed^ 
re-fettl6 you. hi your owft feoUr^try, the krici 
of Cirfscan^ i^nd, ander pf fnces of the family 
df DaVJd^ make yoti the fnoft illtiftroas, ^s 
you art n©^' the mod def|>ifed/ of all th6' m^. 
JioiiS of the eifth^ 

With my fii6ft eirneft pfayers' f6t ymt 
" ^^ppititfii temporal Srtd fpiritual,' I utn^ 

/ ^ Vour hrotl^er in the wor/Iilp 

Qf the (xi& only true Go^i 

JOSEFH PRIESTLBV, 

P. S. I «HI far from fluttering myfelf that 
|he litftle Whi^h I ha\?e bow advanced ftiodldy 
of itfetf^ ttikke 4hy ©f you c^'wwrts to chtif-: 
tiSA^fty* My utmoft hope i^, that it amjr 
be the rtieifts <§f d?a\»kig yoai atteMion tor 
the fubj^ftjf afid Sfpftcrally to the ftudy of 

1 • your 
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your fcriptures and ours in conjundlbn ; that 
you may judge for yourfelvcs whether there 
be reaibn in what I have advanced, or not. 
Your conrerfion muft be the refiiljt of your 
pwa diligent ftudy, and i«ii)artial ehquiryi 
with the blefling of God. In order to con^ 
tribute the little that may be in my power 
to fo dpfirabl? an event, I fhall be very happy 
to hear what any of your learned meri may 
objefl: to my ftate of the evidences of chrif- 
tianity in this fmall tra<ft ; and I do aifure 
you that I will ponfider your objedions with 
the* greateft attention, I^et us then freely 
<Jonfer and reafoii together on the fubje<St j and 
if we fhould not entirely ^ronyince one an- 
other, Mre (ball at leaft have arj opportunity 
of ifhewing our candour and good will* 

You will pl?afe to take particular notice, 
that my chief objeft/- (befides ihewing that 
the proper charafters of the perfon who is 
diftinguiflied in your prophecies by the title 
of MeJJiab apply to Jefus Chrift, and to no 
other) is to convince you that the proper^ 
that is the btftorical evidence for the miracles 
of Chrift is of the very fame kind with that 

E 4 to 



56 L E T T E R S, &c. 

to which you muft have recourfc, in order 
to prove the truth of thofe of Mofcs, and, 
upon the whole, more ftrong and fatif^ 
fadtory. If therefore, it be in your power to 
pcrfuade a heathen, that God really fpake to 
your anccftors by Mofes^ by the force of 
exaSly iimilar arguments, you ought to ac- 
knowledge that the fame great Being fpake 
by Chrift and the apoftles ; and on whatever 
principles you rejedt the evidence of chrif- 
tian miracles, any perfon will be juflified in 
rejedling thofe on which the truth of your 
own religion refts. 

Diligently, then, compare the biftorical* 
evidence of the two religions. Both, your 
will find, are, in reality, but one. They are 
perfeftly confident with, nay, they imply, 
each other, and muil (land or fall together* 
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Advertifementi 

V 

THE Author of the foUowihg JheHi i 
Jincerely hopes ^ that the Reader will view the 
undertaking with a candid eyei and not ton-^ 
Jlrue any part thentfi as refieSimg upon what 
may be called true Chrijiiamty * What he has 
advanced y isi in fupport of a religion given 
by God himjelfi f although fome Chrijiians 
thinks that it is no, longer acceptable to hint) 
and that ^ not till after a solemn invita- 
tion, from ah eminent Divine and Philq/b^ 
pher t6 the tsthole nation^ a^ a preliminary 
fiep towards their c<mverf(mi ^ The Author^ 
(who is afncere inquirer after truths J has 
in confequence thereof accepted the invitation^ 
in order to convince^ or be convinced^ j/^ per- 
mitted to proceed in the inquiry^ 
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An introduQiory Letter. 

Rev. Sir, 

A H E perufal of your Letters addrefled 
to the Jews, (put into my hand by a wor- 
thy friend) hath afforded me much fatis- 
fadion, to find fo able a Divine and Phiio- 
fopher, acknowledge the unity of God ; and 
who, at the fame time, thinks there is 
fome merit in the perfevering faith of the 
Jewifh nation, in ** the promifes of God, 
notwithftanding the tnofl difcouraging ap- 
pearances." 

But this, Sir, is no more than our duty, 
and what we inherit from the great patri- 
arch Abraham, from whom we are de- 
fccnded; for of him it is recorded, ** And he 
believed in the Lord, and he counted it to 
him for righteoufnefs*/* And therefore, 

• Gcncfii XV. 6. 

having 
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havings ib tDright an example oCfOdhMsXty 
before us, we cannot, without being highly 
culpable, and rendering our^ves utterly 
unworthy the attention of the Supreme 
Being, entertain the leaft doubt of his 
Juftice and Equity. And, as all the cala- 
imties that were to befal our nation, in 
confequence of our tranfgrefling the law^ 
as foretold by that great prophet*, and di- 
vine legiflator, MofesJ, have been fulfijled 
in all refpedts ; confequently, thofe great 
and glorious promifes alfo foretold by thp 
fame prophet-f-, miift likewifc have their 
full completion. 

But the exa<3: time of thi« accompliih-' 
ment is not known to any, fave the eterr 
Hal God himfelf ; as Mofes, fpeaking iik 

• He i« emphatically lUkd> by way of emiftence> by 
ibs Jcwifli writers, DWJMn H^ ; that is, TheXotti. w 
Mafter of the Prophets. 

J Lcvit. xxvi, 14, &c. and Deut. xviii. 15, ^c. 

t *' And yet for all that, wten they be in the land of 
their enemies, I will not caft them away, neither will { 
abhor them, to deflroy them utterly, and to break my co- 
venant with them ; for I am the Lord their God." Levit, 
xxvi. 44* 

the 
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|3ie name of God, emphatically exprefies 
jit in his prophetic poem, Deut. xxxii. 34. 
^* Is not this laid up in ftore with me, and 
fealed up among my treafures ?' ' that is, it 
is as fecret from all eyes, as the ccmtents of 
a letter before the feal is broken. And in 
nearly the fame fenfe, does the prophet 
Ifaiah exprefs himfelf. ** I the Lord will 
Jiaften it in his time*/' 

Thefe prophecies. Sir, arc our confola- 
tion in this long, and dreadful captivity," 
and have been our fupport, in enabling ua 
tto bear up againft the many grievous and 
miierable pcrfecutions, we have fqffercd 
from both h^idels and Cbrijiians. And 
hence it is demonftrable, that the calcula* 
tors of the time of the coming of the 
Mrfiiah* (and which, they fay, muft have 
jbeen elapfcd many centuries ago; and 
Itherefore, exult over us, as if God had to- 
tally caft us off, and there was no hope 
left for Ifrael,) have been moft egregioufly 
miftaken> as wjU be clearly fhewn here- 

f Ifa. Ix. 22, 

aftcr> 
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alter, in anfwcr to your fourth letter : for 

as you have invited our nation to an ami- 
cafeie difcuflion of the evidences of Chrifti- 
anity, I (hall endeavour tp anfwer what 
you have advanced in behalf of your 
do<5trine, as far as the extent of my aiw- 
lities, and the little time I have to ipare 
from my other avocations, will permit, 
as moft of our learned men, (as I ara 
informed) have declined the invitation ; 
ai^d that, as I underhand, for two reafons : 
firft, on account of the averfion which the 
ciders of our community have towards 
iny- of their body entering into religious 
difputes, for fear, that any thing ad- 
vanced by them, might be conftrued as 
rcfleifking on, or tending to difturb the 
national religion, as by law eftablifhed. 
This hath always, hitherto, been ftudioufly 
avoided, by all thofe of our nation, in all 
parts of their difperfion ; for we endeavour 
ftridlly to abide by the admonition of the 
prophet*, as may be cbferved by the form 

of 

* And feck the peace of die dty, whither I have caufed 

yoo 
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tof prayer compofed fdr the Royal Far' 
ly** SdcOiid, the generality o£ pur learned 
men b^iftg foreigners, are deficient in the 
prdi^ idiom and phra&ology of the En-* 
glifh language J confequently, are hotabk 
fco entefihe lifts againft fo ^irited and ek- 
gantawritm 

^ Thefc, Sir, are the reaibns. As to tht 
lirft, I think it groundlefs : £ot although 
ifhey inight juAly have been apprehenfive 
of tlte confequence 6f fuch difputes in the 

3ia.rk ages of Popery when, on the ieafl 

... - • . . 

fiWiiilfe; or tnoft ^groundlefe *acciriation, (as 

thecriicifyingj of children, &c.) thoufands 

* ' ' ^ ^ , > « '■ ' 

l^re msmacFed ia Eagknd. And, in the 
Jir^ of ^Hefiiy ^ Third, th^r ehkf fy^ 
nkgigok iti iiOfidiok Was tiakeh from th^m 
by the King, and given to the Friars P^f /- 

IT . » • • • ^ 

r ' > 

yautb 1«J .qftrried away captive, and priy ui^to the L6r4 
for it : for in the peace, thereof fhall ye have peace, 
Jcr. acxix.;7. 

* See the Ceremonies of the Jews, by the Authoi> 
publiihed by Parfons, No. ai» Paternofter Row, page 51. 

J yidc AngUa Judaica, page if, 12^ 13, 116,. 136, 

C ' tenfs 



fentsy on a moft extraordinary complaint 
exhibited againft them by the faid Friars^. 
viz. " That they (the Friars) were not able 
to make the body tfChrtJi in quiet^i' for the 
great bowlings the Jews ^ made there dur- 
ing their worihip-f-. Yet, ought thejr 
not at prefent, to entertain any fuch ap-f 
prehenfions, thanks be to God, the Re- 
formation, and glorious Revolution/ Be^ 
(ides^ \ire live in an enlightened age, vf\ 
which the inveftigation of theological 
points is accounted laudable; and fb they 
really are, if not carried to a licentious 
height. Nay^ had it not been for thisi 
laudable fpirit of inquiry, entertained b]f 
the firft Reformers, all the. refbrme4 
churches would ilill have been funk in 

•'mm 

r » 

• Vide AngGa Judaica, page igz. 

t The learned Author of Anglia Judaica> jiiftly ob« 
ferves, that the true ftate of the cafe was, '* That thoffe 
locuils weft fituated in the Old Jewry* and having but a 
fmall dark .chapel belonging to their Friary, thought the 
Jews fine fynagogue, whicK ftood next to it, would be more 
convenient for them ; and therefore (after the example of 
their brethren of St. Anthony) begged it of the King, 
and furnifhed him with thal/eafon for it.'' Ibid. 

grpft 
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gfofs ignorance, and Romifli fupcrftltlon ; 
and have groaned under the yoke of Papal 
tyranny: confequently, nothing. can be 
more commendabk, than a fair and candid 
inquiry after truth; Fpr wljich reafon, I 
am free to aflert, that their fear in this 
cafe, is ehtirely groundlefs ; and their rea- 
{pn for declining the difcuilion on that ac- 
<;punt, of no force* 

But, as to ^e iecond reafop, I think it 
15 of greaf wpig|it| and therefore, can , 
qnly fay, in the language of little David, 
^< Let no man's heart fail becaufe of him; 
thy fervant will go and fight with this 
Philiftine/* And, although it may be 
faid, in regard to this, (as Saul did to 
payid) " Thou art not able to go againll 
this Philiftine; for thou art but a yoiifti, 

^ ■ • 

and he a man ofwar^ from his youth." To 
this I anfwer, in the language of the 
little champion, " Thy fervant flew both 
the lion-f and the bear§ ; and this uncir- 

• In literature, f Dr. Prid^aux. See the Ceremoiiiies of 
the J^ws, by tbe Authpr^ fold by ParfpQS, page 25 2^ &c. 
$ HutchinfoDi ^c. See Lingua Sacra, article n^hl, 

C 2 cumcifed 
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cumciffed Philiftine fhall b^ as one of 
' thcnia . For *^ hie; cora^ ag^»ft me 
with a fwprd*, and wida a %««:+, aon^ 
with a ihield§i but I /come in the naine: 
of the Lords of hoft« J.' * 

But to drop the alfegory, permit me. 
Sir, to afk you, whether you fincerely- 
intend, in this difcuflion, to dieifeftd'* 
Chriftianity? For your doftrine w fo 
oppofite to what f aiways underftood to 
be the ptincipfes of Chriftianity, that 
I^ muft ingeniioufly conftfs, I am greatly 
' puzzled to reconcile your principles with 
the attempt. What! a writer that' 
afferts, that '* the miraculous conception 
of Jefus does not appear to him ta be fuffi^ 
ciently authenticated, and that the origi-- 
nal gojpel of St Matthew did not contain 
//||,*' fet up for a defender of Chriftianity 
againft the Jews ! This, is fuch an inconfift-; 
ance, as I little expcd:ed to meet with in a 
Philofopher, whofe fole purfuit hath been in 

♦ fileganceof diftion. f Criticifin. § So- 

phiftry. X Simple trutli. fj Letter IV. pag^ 40. 

fearch 



fGffl>abliC. tQ it, 1 tn^^ koyniffr a^t^a^^ 
Icdg^t that; yoti %re pjleaTed to (kcki^ in 
plain te^ms, that yQn^df m beikve in th^ 
nfitifct^u^. cpncej^ion g^ Jr^i i ^nd that ym 

m 

are vf pfmion that be was the Jegitimate Jb^ 
of Jqkpb^: -A^tef fuch ^rtions as theiL 
Jiow ypu caa be iatitlcd tq the appellation 
of a Chriftian, in the ftrid fenfc cxf the 
word is to nae really in^omprehenfihle, 
Biit, .whether you are hearftr. in the cauicu 
or. nOj, I mean to cgnfer, and reafon. freely 
with yovi on the fubjeft^ and candidlyxoa^ 
fider ypuF arguments ; hut not with a view 
of converting either you, of any other 
Chrlftian, to the JeVlfl} fafth/ I aflqre 
you. No, Sir, we 'never' attempt it; for 
we do'^ hot think ourfelves bound (as the 
Chriftians) to' propagate our religion, ei- 
ther . by; arguments, t)r perfeciition ; nor 

• Letter IV. page 41, 

(like 



■ 

I • 



r 14 ] 

(like the Mahometans) by the fword. On 
the cotittary, we thinks that confcience 
ought to be free; and dierefore^ kave 
cveiy pcribn at liberty to judge for him- 
felf i and this, I may alledge, as a* third 
rcafon, in fkvor of thofe of our nation de- 
clining the diifcuffion, as no keal benefit 
is Jikefy to accrue from it. For if you, 

• • • 

and the other writers of your fedt, ha\rc 
HOt been able to convince thofe who ac- 
count themfelves Orthodox Chriftians, of 

. • , ' ■ 

the frue unity of God ; nor they you, of 
the divinity of Chrift, how fhall a fimple 
Jew, (who is perhaps delpifed by both) be 
able to convince either ? This would be 
the higjieft degre^ of prefumption, and 
which none of our nation are ambitious of 
meriting. Np Sjr, while we are deftitute 
of the nioft convincin^p and perfuafiye argu-^ 

mentsin favor of Judaifm^ viz* fatBifliop- 

« * 

ricks. Deaneries, Re<ftories, and Vicara- 
^Sy we muft not expedt: it. And, we are 
really fo far from purfuing the fpirit of 
converfion, or coveting profelytes, that 

when 
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when any one k deiirous (of hlfi owA ae^ 
cord) to embface Judaifin^ wc endeavor td 
deter him from his purpofe; by reprefent- 
ing to him the confequence o£ his deiign^ 
For thus it is laid down by Maimonidcs*; 
when a peribn is willing to become a .pr<>« 

felyte, and ftridt' inquiry being. made conr 
cerning him; and no (finifl^) caufe founds 
they qM^ftion him thus : What is it that 
moves thee to become a proielyte to Ju-^ 
daifm? Poft thou not know that Ifiael^ 
at this time^ is fubjedt to woe, and is 
hurried^ expelled, and devoured by all na^ 
tions ; and that affliSlions are continually 
coming on them ? &c« They alfo inform 
him of the puniihment he becomes liable 
to for tranigreiCng the . conunandments i 
as DEATH for profaning the iabbathi 
excifion for eating • forbidden meats, &c* 
Hence it is manifeft, that we not only 
faithfully point out to him the flridnefs of 

* Yad Hadi&zakah, Sepher Kedufludi> Hilchoetfa £e&« 
tea Beeah ; or, forbidden maniages. See alfo Lingua Sa^ 
era, by the author, article ^IWt 

our 



ffi» hlWt !)ttt alXb an exa<3^ pidur^ c^ 'wEat 

tlms joining himfejf to a litation labotttkig 
under oppreffion, m^ry, aAd almoft tint* 
verfal contempt* 'AVi^l&i^,iS.y''&kxixm'- 
flrates,1\owfaw:lihiiJsfe'we aw tbwf <4s:c<«* 
verting ftiiy to our r^igii>n«'- J&a* dSsfw^ 
think. Sir, that thie prbeeeds^ fi«iW o^rtm-^ 
wiiliijgnefs, that:dtlier8 4*iltf'fete.p^ftai 
kers ' of^ the h^s^^tily l4iflV aditbi»d - td 
the 4ixi^ peirfdrhift^ce «P fH«r^ ^l^c^I'^^ 
penfilaon ; but 6wm a tuft' and ilber^ 
Way of thinkings and the uriiverfaa-fcMA-* 
itii*Y Wsfre taught to livciin with-mah* 
Jdnd in gth^fiiv f6t it'irifee^^mioui 
bpinibh bf out Rkbbifts; mift^M'LXy 6P 
Moses, fs oMigaWfy ori'tlio^ '6f'oUf nji- 
tioii only : for aS" we entered' into a c6- 
tenant with Godf to;k«ep his' ikw^ and 
commandments, ^ \^eV confequentlyi ' are 
hound to the'^diie performance thereof. But 
that, we hold mtf to he the ca&af die reft 
of .mankind ; for, if they do but keep the 
law of nature, that is the feven precepts 

of 
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bf tjre fbiis of Nbah^ dr Noachi<fej«, 
we mairrtaih, ^at they thereby pcfrfbrm' 
all that (>od requires- of tfhem,- and will 
terkirtJy By this fcrtice, re'fwfci' thittifelv^ 
acceptable to him; Afl4/ it' J* fuch z4 
doirifeftn tor ihrfe rtiles, that we call' *^on 
09m rm% the pfeus of the nations e^ 
the world i and A*"ho will be pariakdr* dT 
eternal life* Maktaonide* On-R^eiwanctii 
Chap* III* 

thus, Sir, ycni may ptfrceivej that we 
do not ddnk our religion obJigatoty vtp6ii 
ALL mankind $ ntjr the only mfaHTihfe 6n& 
to falvafi6n> as every other Religioh and 
Sea that I have hitheirto heaS^ of, cftectn^ 
iffelf* With thefe jirf! aitd noble fend- 
merits,- incttlcated mto" me from my ear! iefli 
youth, it muft be obvious to every impar-^ 

Thefc precepts ztt as follows : Firftir Not to com- 
mit idolatry. Second, Not to blalpheme. Third, Tor 
appoint and cOnditttte juft and aj^ight judges f that juIUcff 
may be maintsdnedr aiid impartially adnliniilered to all. 
Fourth, Not to commit inceft. Fifth, Not to conuiiit 
murdei-. Sixth, Not to rolr, or i,e^,8cCt , Scventhj Not 
to eat a nsembcr of a UWng^cr^atur-e. 

D tial 
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tial and liberal mind, that I do not asm at 
the converfion of Chriftian^ to the Jcwilh 
faith ; as I do not think fuch knigbt er^ 
rantry incumbent upon me, or neccffary to 
the falvation of mankind. 

- 4 

But as I think it proper, that I 
ihould declare what is my aim in this 
undertaking, I (hall, without ceremony, 
proceed to inform you, that it is two* 
fold. 

. Firft, to clear our nation from the ob- 
loquy which they have laboured under 
for upwards of fe venteen hundred years, 
viz. the charge of crucifying the Lord 
and Saviour of the world, as the orthodox 
Chriftians hold; or a prophet that was 
fcnt to them in the firft inftancc, as you arc 
pleaied to alTert. 

Second. That as you feem engaged in 
the laudable purfuit of truth, I would 
willingly affift you therein to the utmoft of 
my power, by throwing fuch lights there- 
on, ar may be a furtherance thereto. In 
the mean time, with my moft earneft fup- 

plications 
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plications to the Suprra^^e Being, that he 
may be pleafed to illuminate your mind in 
the purfuit of truth^ 

I am> Sir^ 
Vaur xnpft pbedi^iit hiimble fenrant, ; 

DAVID LEVL 
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Of Se fre/hf D^fr^ «f fke'-yewijh 
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Bear Sir, 



Oy tell us (page 12, pf your letters) 
that ** our prefent difperfed and calamitous 
^f fituation, is certainly a proof that we 
f* are at this very time under the divine 
^* difpleafure; that we ought to examine 
*' what is the real caufe of it, and make 
f* it our bufinefs to remove it/* So far 
we agree. But, when you pbferve, (page 
16,) that we ought ^* to cpnfidcr that a 
captivity of feventy years only, without 
any peculiar hardlhips during the con- 
tinuance of it, were deemed fufficient 
punifliment for all our offences com- 
mitted before that period ; whereas we 

5* have 
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f' c^aiftie«i and fff rouch lQn*i?}( coati-. 

f * Chriflkaity, than the giupwat <3l' all €m 
f' fuf^rings previous tp it^" Acid alfa, 
Ifffthi gx^ fimerky aud ^^^/ a^e^i^ 
pbferve^ ^^ that, according to appearances, 
^* theye 13 jjo other caufe of God's anger 
^< ag^inft i^s^ hcfides DurreJ0(3iQa ^nd per-^ 
^' feputiqa of the prophets pf our ,owa 
** n^tiop,_Chrift. and ihe.apotftles, who 
*< were fent to us in the firft place, and 
*^ whp confined their inftru(3:ions to our 

t • ■ - ■ . ■ 

^^ nation till being rejofted,. by us, they 
** were direfted to preach to the Gentiles." 
You alfo obferve^ (p^g'^ 13,^'^ ^s I fuppofe 
in confirmation pf jhe preceding quota-r 
tions) ^* thaf naany of the prophets of 
^* God were cruelly, treated, and cut off^ 
?* by our fprefatJberS;, as our feriptures 
** feftif|r. But their dcfceridants repented 
5* of this, as we read in the books' of Ezra 
*^ and Nehemiah;*' I niuft tell you fincerc* 
ly, that you h^ve aOemptfid tomiQead your 
. ^ readers 
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readers^ under the appearance of finccrlty 
arid good Willi and that, by juniblmg 
truth and falihood together in fuch a man- 
ner, as not to be eafily feparated by perfbns 
df ordinary capacities; and which arc 
what the bulk of a nation generally confift 
of. For, firft, as to our calamities being 
unfpcakably greater, and of longer conti- 
nuance fince the promulgation of Chrifti- 
knity, than the amount of our fiifferings 
previous to it, I grant*: and fo muft 
every candid and impartial perfbn, who is 
but in the leaft acquainted with the hiftory 
of the Jews, jn this, or any other of the 
Chriftian nations, where they have fo- 
joumed ; and which is one great argument 
with me, againft Chriftianity being the 
peaceable kingdom qft\\t Mefliah, as fore- 
told by the prophets J, in thus perfecuting 
God's chofen and peculiar people, as you 
yourfelf alio w them to be, (not to mention 
the blood that hath been fpilt among Chrif- 

* Except in the time of Anliochus Epiohanns. 
% Ifai. xi. &> 7> 8> &c. and Micah, iv. 3, 4, &c» 

tians. 
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tians, in perfecuting each other j) and yet, 
we do not bear fo great a diflike to Chrif- 
tians, nor fo great an abhorrence of their 
faith, as you feem to infinuate, (page a.) 
although, were we like fome who call 
themfclves Ghriftians, we naight entertain 
fiich fentiments, confidering the many cruel 
perfecutions we have fufFered under them ; 
and notwithftaiidihg that their dodtrines 
are fo contrary to the fundamental princi- 
ples of our religion, yet we do not abhor 
them. For I do freely confeft, that thofe 
dodtrines do not teach, or authorize them to 
flied the blood of Jews. No, Sir, we care-^ 
fully diftinguifh between the dodtrine, and 
its profeiTors : and, though we have fuiFered 
fuch cruel perfecutions from, Chriftians, 
yet, thanks be to God, and the reforma- 
tion, we now enjoy many privileges and 
immunities in the feveral Chriftian ftates 
where we are fettled, which our anceftors 
were ftrangers to in their, difperfions. For 
this, we are not ungrateful ; but, in return, 
pray for the profperity of the ftate, as men- 
tioned 
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iidned in my mtroite£tory letter. So mtick 

for OUR ABHORRENCE OF THE ChRl^-^ 
TIAN JTAITH* 

Second^ as to tbi caufe of our pr^^fznt 
captivity, which yon impute ^ to our 
receding and, perfecuC&g df . ikte" pro^ 
jphets ; that is, ChHft and his^ apoftlies 3 
ihis I freely a£erC to be ill founcted ; for^ 
whether Chrift -weiS the fecond perfoa 
irt the Trinity, afi Chriftians in general 
hdidi OF only a pfophet, as you and the 
reft of your fe^ affirm: I 6iy^ in either 
caife^ he cou'ld' not be {cnt to u» in the ^^^ 
places nor could we receive himy xviti^ 
out being hoAilb fio the kwd of Md^tc^, m 
ftlfo to God, whb wa« the autJior of them# 
as acknowledged l^ both Jews ^nd< Chri^ 
tians* For if he. came in the fofegict cha- 
i?ai3:er, and the dodlrkie which hff preached, 
was intended to niaintain thdt ab^rd and 
corrupt tenet, it* would be in uiianfwer- 
abk argument that his do(Arine never came 
from God,* it being impoffible that God 

fhould K:ontradia himfelf : for hath he not 

exprefsly 
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cxpffefsly told us himfelf in thefccond com- 
mandrrient,TH6u sh alt have no btHElt 
GODS BEFdRE ME*. This, I think, inuft 
neceflkrily fignify, if there be aity meaning 
in langilage; One StJPREiifE intelli- 
gent Being, endued with all poflible 
perfeiflion, pbwtr, wifdom, knowledge, 
and goddnefs. And, agreeably tti this juft, 
ratiorial, and fundamental dodtrine, Mofes 
has, in the mbft folcmn manner; endea- 
voured to incultate this moft important 
truths in the following words : Hear, 
O Ifraeh Jehovah our God is one yehovab* 
Deut. vi; 4, 

Thele^ befides numbeflefs other paf- 
fegeS in the Old Teftament, make it plain 
that we coiuld not receive Chtifl in the firft 
charader , without a breach of the cove- 
nant eftabliflidd between God and oui* na- 
tion. And, if in the fetond character, 
tliat is, as a prophet, we likewifc could not 
deceive him : for, in the firft place, he was 
deficicint in the effentiar chara<9:er of a 

♦ £xod. XX, 3, 

E prophet. 
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prophet. For wc 4o not find it recorded, 
that Chrift prophcficd in the name of Goxi, 
as h cxprcfled by all the other prophets 
from Mofes to Malachi, (who was the laft). 

As the Lord fpake unto Mofes, &c. and, 

.1 

as foonas Jofliua fucceeded Mofes, we fin4 
inamediately, tJbat the Lord fpake unta 
yojbua, the Jon of Nun^ &c. Jofh. i. i. 
The fame of Samuel, Ifaiah, and all the 
reft* But as to Jefus, wc^only find, that 
be went atout all Galilee^ teaching in their 
fynagogues^ and preaching the gojpel^ and 
healing all manner of Jicknefsy and all man^ 
ner of difeafes-, whether by art, deception* 
or fupernatural power, is not my bufinefs 
at prefent to inquire: freethinkers may, 
perhaps, fay, it was fomething like a fpiri-- 
tual mountebank ; but I have only to ob- 
ferve, it was not like a prophet endued 
with the fpirit of prophecy. 

And the Evangelift Matthew calls the 
whole difcourfe, which takes up the fifth 
and fixth chapters, a fermon, not a prophe- 
cy. The fame we find in Mark, i. 2k. And 

flraightway 



praighinumy on ihefdbbath day^ he entered into 
the fynagogue and taught. Again, ver. 38. 
And he/aid unto them^ Let us go into the next 
' towns, that I may preach there atfo. And 
^f' PREACHED in their Jynagogiiesy and caji 
out devils. TRe fkme in Luke. And he 

preached in the fynagogues of Galilee. Luke 

' . " ' • 

iv, 44, alfo V, I. and vi. 20, &c. As t© 
John, he feem« clear in the opinion of his 
divinity, (chip. i. 1/2, 3 » &c.) though 
he afterwards defcribes him as a teacher 
only, (chap. vii. 14.) Now y about the midji 
of the feafty Jefus went up into the temple 
and taught. 

Nay, more, he even preached him- 
self as the light of the world. Ibid. 
v\\u 12. This, I think, is an inftance 
not to be paralleled in fcripture ; for the 
duty of a prophet coniifted,, in hi§ deli- 
very of God's word or meffage to the peo- 
ple, whether it confifted of reproofs, a 
calling to repentance, or denouncing of jiidg- 
mcnt upon thdn. for their difobedience ; 
XiQt in prefumptuoufly preaching iiimfelf, 

E 2 tut, • 
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brit, Oa the cGntmy, was always delivcwd - 
as coming immcdjiatcly from God, viz. 
fthus faith the Lori^. ^hen the word of 
the Lord camet, &c. 9r, The band of the 
Lord was upon njp+. Again, wc jnfc^t 
with the fime example in John, xiv« 6(. 
where Jefus preaSkts himfelf* From a|l 
which, it is manifeft, that he was not ient 
by God to us as a prophet^ feeing he was 
fb deficient in the piTential .chara&er of a 

V ■ .■ ■ ; 1 . . . « 

prophet. As to the apoilles, I think, they 
were lefs intitled to the appellation of pro* 
phets; for they only gave themfelves up 
continually to prayer ^ and to the minijiry 
of the word. A<9:S vi. 4. And Philip 
preached Chriji. Ibid, viii, 5. The fame 
of Saul. Andjiraightwcy he preached Chriji 
in thefynagoguesy that he was the Son of Goa^* . 
Ibid. ix. 10. The fame of Paul, who is , 

* - ... , / 

called an apoftle of Jefus. 1 Cor. i. i,; 

The fame: in 2 Cor. L i. Gal. i. i* 

. • •. . - 

Eph. i. I. Col. i. I. I Tim. i, il 
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* J£d. xxxvii* 6« &c. { Jer. i. 4. &c» 

' * ' ' ' ' ' 

f £zek.xxxvu. i,&c, 

I - .... . . 

^ 2 Tim. 
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ft ;Tim. h I • Tit, i: i . The &me ef 
peter. Sec his firft epiille, i. i. an4 
fecoiid cpifUc, i. !• See alfo the feconi 
and third epiiUes Qf Jphn, whefe he calls 
himiHf an e/(kr, ice. From all whidi, 

it Is manifeft) that diejr Miere mot intitled 
to the appellation of prompts* 

fondly, if we cotxtf^t Jcfijs with the 
jreft of the prophets, who fucceeded Mofes 
from Jofhua to Malacfai,^ we ihall find fuch 
a manifefl contradi^on between him and 
jheitk, as fully demonftrates, that both par- 
ties could npt be the meiTengers of God, a^ 
jGod never CQntradids^himielf. For Mofes 
feys, in Deut. iv. 2. Ikjhal/not, add umo 
tbe wards which I command you y neither Jhaff 
ye PIMINISH QMgbt from ity that ye may 
leep^ the, cpj^mandmESTS of the Lord 
your Godf which I command you,' This, 
all the fupceeding prophets were coital 
nianded to enforce ; and which, the lafl 
of them didy in a mqil clear and explicit 
manner ; at the iame time clofing his 
Mophecy therewitbi as intimating thereby 

that 
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fhat th.it wai the ultimatum of prophecy, 
Rememier ye the law if Mofes, my fervanf^ 
which I commanded unto bim in Horeby for 
all Ifrael, with th fiatutes and judgments^. 
But Jefiis adted iii dirciS' contradiction 
to the kw of Moies; {or whereas, the 
law of Mofes eXprtfsly fiommands the 
adulterer »hd adultrefs to be put to de?ith, 
\^Rd the mm that commitietb adultery nvitb 
another mans ^tfe^ even he that com- 
initfeih aduUery with his neighbour's tvife^ 
the adulterer and the adultrefs shall 
surely.be put to Death*'. Now, 
Jefus, in defiance of this exprefs coin*, 
jnand, refcues the adukrefs^ from the juft 
■punifhinentduetoher'crkne|j an4 '^liat, 
by one of the moft eWtf ^rdidaJy ^devicfei 
that ever entered into'Ae'lnind 6f manj 
and which, had it beert pwfued' by all 
other legillatoi-s, would fpeedilj^ iiave led 
^o the entire fubverfion and annihilkion of 
all l^w and good ord^f j fdr-if: rione Vei« 

5 MaUc. iv, 4v . I^vit. pat, lo,- j Joha vip. j, +, j^ ,^. 

to 
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to be admitted ar evidenced in .ft- cfirtrt, «^ 
juftice againft criminals, but the imma-. 
culate, villainy would foon ftiik triumphant,, 
and carry all before, her with Jnipmiity ^ 
but this, thanks be tf> 'Go^, / h^th rvpvet 
been adopted. 

Again i the law of Mofes commanxfe^ 
that, fTAen a man hath taken a wife^ ^juf: 
married her^ and it come to pafs that jhe Jin(k 
no favour in his eyes, bec-^use. he^ hath 

FOUNP SOME UNCLEANNESS IN HEK, then. 

let him write a bill of divorcement, and give^ 
it in her handy and fend her out of his hSufe^. 
Deut. xxvi. 6. This woman, fo divorced, 
by the law of Moles, was allowed to m^rry 
again, as well as the man, verfe 3 . whereas 
Jefus fays, that, Whofoever jhall put away 
his wife, and marry another ^ committetb^ 
K'oxji.TY.'SkY againft her. Mark x* n^ The 
fame of the woma^, verfe 12- 

And the prophet Jeremiah, at the ex- 
prefs command of God, enforces the 
due obfervance of the labbath; and in 

particular, that they bear no bur- 
den* 
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dtri bti thcf fabbath day.' Tints JkitB 
the Lord^ Take heed to ydurfehes^ and 
bear nb BtrRDEW ori the Jabbath day: 
Jcr. xvii; 21 ; 22/ Btit Jcfu^/ in dircft 
coatradidion to* thi* comftiand of bi$ Fj- 
tbery by the mouth of his prophets, or- 
dered the man who had the infinnity thirty 
and eight years > (and whdm hft cured ori 
the fabbath) to take up his bed and walk, 
John V. 8. Such glaring contradidionar 
againft the comman'dinents of Mofes,- 
committed by Jefus^ could by no means^ 
fiiffer our nation to acknowledge hi^ divine 
miflion ; nor accept him aa* a prophet, 
when he a<3:ed fo diametrically Oppofite id 
Mofesy and the reft of the prophets ; con- 
fequently, the charge you have brought 

againft ViBy (P^g^ i/j ^f y^^*^ letters), 
•• That there is na cairfe of God's dif- 
** pleafiire againft ur, befides our re- 
" jedtion,' and pcrfecutioih of y^^ prophets 
*' of our own nation^ Chrift and the 
*' apoftles/' I freely a'flert to be ill founds,- 
for by the criterion they haVe here been 

tried. 
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(ried^ it is manifeft, that they Were not 
fentitled to the appellation of prophets, 
fconfequently we cannot be punifhed fot 
what we were not guilty of: for as they 
Were riot prophefSi we could not, accord- 
ing to. the juftice of .God; be punifhed for 
feje<5tirig. Or perfdciiting them; and that^ 
for fo many hundred years . Whether the 
generaility of Chriftians have juft reafon 
to pay divine honors to Jefus, or not, as you 
bbferve, (page 4,) is not my bufinefs at pre- 
lent to enquire^ But ought to be fettled 
among Chriftians themfelves ) and thaty (if 
I may prefume to give my opinion in fo 
weighty a caufe) before you had attempted to 
convert the Jews to Chriftianity. For do but 
figure to yOurfelf; dear Sir, how ridiculous 
it muff appear, for you to invite the Jews to 
embrace, what yoii yoiirfelves do not rightly 
trnderftand; This^ is fuch an abfurdity^ 
that I am fiirprized and aftoniihed, when 
I refleft; how it was poflible that a Divine 
and Philofopher, Of your diftinguifhed 
tank, ii> the republic of letters, fliould . 

F overlook 
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overlook it. But if I am not greatly mif- 
taken, I verily believe, that the honor of 
Jefus, .or the propagation of Chriftianity, 
are things of little moment in your ferious 
thoughts,, notwithftanding all your boafted 
fincerity. If I have erred, I beg of you to 
Bear with me ; for it is the love of truth 
that obliges me to fpeak out : and that I 
have juft caufe for entertaining this opi- 
nion, will appear clearly to every candid 
and impartial mind. For in your poft- 
fcript, (page 54,). you argue thus : " If, 
'^^ therefore, it be in your power to per- 
fuade a heathen, that God really ^ake* 
to your anceftors by Mofes, by the force 
of exactly fimilar arguments, you ought 
to acknowledge, that the fame great 
Being fpake by Chrift and the apoftles : 
and on whatever principles you rejedt 
*• the evidences of Chriftian miracles, any 
perfon will be juftlfied in rejefting thofe 
on which the truth of your own reli^ 
gion refts/' 

Here we may perceive the compleat 

deift. 
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deift, under the moft Jefuitical argument^ 
for if God fpake to Mofes, why not ijpeak 
to Jefus ? and therefore, if you will not 
Believe that God fpake to Jefus, I will not 
believe that he fpake to Mofes. Now, 
therefore, jou muft either believe bothy 
or I will believe none* For if you fay th^ 
of Jefus is falfe, I fay that of Mofes is 
falfe alfo. ^rgo^ T)oth are falfe. 

As to what you affert, (page 13,) '-^ But 
" their defcendants repented of this ;" 
that is, the perfecutions of the prophets, 
** as we read in the books of Ezra and 
*' Nehemiah." And from which, I fup- 
pofe, you would infer, that, as they had fo 
folemrily repented of the perfecutions of 
the prophets, an»d had " the return of 
*•* God's favour in -confequence of it," 
our prefent difperfion cannot be owing to 
any other crime, (i. e. the perfecution of 
the prophets) but what was fubfequent to 
it, is of the fame tenour as the other parts 
of your letters, viz. the blending of truth 
gnd faifhood together, in fuch a manner, 

F 2 as 
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AS not to be eafily feparated, Thatlhey 
f^fted and prayed, I grant, but not for thq 
fin of perfecuting the prophpts; for no 
fuch thing is to be met with in Ezra, or 
Nehemiah, as I fliall clearly prove* 

The firft faft is recorded in Ezra viii. 21 . 

. ■ • • 

and which was to feek a right way fqr 
them in fafety from their enemies. T&ejn 
I proclaimed dfyfl there at the river Abava^ 
that we might affiiB our/elves before our God, 
to feek of him a right way for Us, atidfor our 
little ones, and for all our fubflance. For I 
was afhamed to require of the king a band of 

foldiers and horfemen, to help us againfl thg, 
enemy in the way, &c. The mourn- 
ing, praying, and exhprtatipn to repen- 
tance, which we have recorded in the QtH 
and 10th chapters of Ezra, were intirely 
on account of the ftrange women whicl\ 
they had taken ; but there is not one word 
in the whole book concerning their re- 
pentance, for '' perfecuting, and cutting 
off, the prophets." As to Nehemiah^, 
we find in the ninth chapter, an account 

of 
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pf a faft, and repentance; and alfo a con^, 
feffipn of God's goodnefs, 6fc. The for- 
mer fecras (as ia Ezra) alfo in confequencc 
of ftrange women ; aqd the latter, a gene- 
ral confeflioji of God's goodncfs to the; 
nation, from the call of Abram, to that 
day; in which the flaying of the pro- 
phets is juft mentioned in general terms, 

among all the other crimes which they 
had been guilty of, and which was the 
caufe of the dreadful afflidions brought on 
their fathers, kings, princes, priefts, and 
prophets, as well as themfelves. All which, 
is a derponftration of the fallacy of what 
you have ?idvanced. 

t fhaU now attempt to point out the 
real caufe of our prefent captivity; in 
which, will be demonflrated two propo- 
fitions, yiz. Firfl:, that this prefent capti- 
vity is. a continuation of the Babylonifli 
captivity; and fecondly, that in confe- 
quence thereof, we fuffer for thejins of our 
anceftors; and, " That a captivity of 
f * feventy years only, without any pecu- 

'' liar 
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■** liar hardfhips during the continuance 
^' of it/' (Letter II. page i6,) was not 
deemed fufficient for all our offences com- 
mitted before that tiriie; as will be fully 
evinced, from the following prophecy, 
when clearly underftood: the true know- 
ledge of which, would have prevented yoa 
from being fo hafty in attempting to coil- 
fute Rabbi Ifkac therewith; or having ad- 
duced it in fupport of the dodtrine concern- 
ing the Meffiah, (Letter IV. page 36, 37, 
&c.) to which it hath not the leaft tendency. 
' The prophecy : ^Seventy weeks are deter-n 
mined upon thy people^ and upon thy holy cityy 
tojinijh the tranfgrejjiony and to make an end 
cfJinSy and to make reconciliation for iniquity^ 
and to bring in everlajiing righteoufnefs^ and 
to feal up the vifion a7id prophecy^ and to 
anoint the moji holy. Know therefore and 
underjlandj (that) from the going forth of 
the commandment y to rejlore and to build Je^ 
rufalem^ unto the anointed prince ^ (Jhall be) 



• Pan. ix. 24. &Cf 



fiven 



E ^9 } 

feven tpeeisy and threefcore andtwo.ittek^ 

the ftreet Jhall be built Ggain^ and the wall^ 

even in toubhus times. And after threefcors 

and two weeks Jhall the anointed be cut off^ 

and not ta bim^: and the city andfanSfuarf 

Jhall be deftroyed (by) the people . of the 

prince that Jhall come 3 and the end thereof 

Jhall be with a foody and, unto the end of the 

war defolations are determined. Andhe Jhalt 

confirm the covenant with many for one week i 

and half the week he Jhall caufe the facrifce 

and the oblation to ceafcy and for the over* 

fpreading of abominations ^ he Jhall make (it) 

defolate^ even until the confummation^ (and) 

that (is) determined y fhall be poured upon the 

deflate. 

This prophecy^ which you, and a num^ 
ber of others have laid.fuch ftrefs on, as 
pointing out the precife time of the coming 
of the Meffiah, I fhall fully demonftrat^,. 
hath not the moft diiftant reference to that 
event. ' 

* This is the real fcnfe of the Hebrew ^ V^^Vi as will 
be (hewn in the explanation. 

For 
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Foi: ttic tetter cxpkn^ticn of the pl-6-= 
phccy, it is proper that w6 attend * 
little lb the context. In the preceding 
chapter, it is obferved^ tjliat when Daniel 
was informed of the Vifioii of the two 
thoufarid and three hundred days, hi 
fought fbt the meaning; biit riot rightly 
comjirehending it, he judged^ that thaf 
great number^ was a flat contradidliori 
to the word of God, asj delivered by Je^ 
remiah^ ccrnce'rning the' redemption at 
the end of feventy years*; arid froni 
thence concluded, that the Captivity was 
prolonged, on account of the fins of the 
nation. This doubt arofe, from a defici-^ 

ency in. his linderftanding, (of the pro- 
|)hecy,) and therefore^ the angel faid unto 
him, / am now come forth to give thee Jkilh 
and UNDERSTANDING. For there is no- 
thing elfe necelTary to remove this doubt 
from your breaft, but the proper under- 
ftanding of the truth of the vifion. And/ 

♦ Jerca*. xxv. ii, 12. and xxix! 10. 
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as to the expreffion. At the beginning of thy 
Jupplicdtions the commandment came forth ^ 
that was to inform him, he was not to 
imagine, that on account of his prayer, 
God had changed his purpofe, and in con- 

fecjuence thereof, commanded the redemp- 
tion j but that as foon as he began to 
pray, and God faw his perplexity, in con- 
fequence of the weaknefs of his under- 
ftandlng, the royal command went forth 
from him^ that he fhould come to him, 
to make him underftand the truth of thofe 
matters that were to come to pafs in fu- 
ture time. And as the angel Gabriel had 
explained to him the fecond vifion, from 
whence his doubt arofe, it was incumbent 
on him to perfect the explanation: and 
this is what is meant by the expreflioa 
** to jhewy' i, e. as I began the explana- 
tion ; the commandment was, that I fhould 
finifh it. 

' And the word i^^TiDH Chemudoeth, which 
the angel ufes, does not denote beloved, as 
in the Englifh tranflation, but defre. The 

G fenfe 
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Ccnfc of which is, for as thou greatly de- 
fireft, and aiFedteft to underftand hidden, 
things, be not therefore perplexed, but un- 
derjland the matter^ and confider the vijion: 
and the matter here mentioned, is the 
prophecy of Jeremiah, which is above 
mentioned in verfe the fccond. And the 
n)iJion^ is that which he had heard, of the 
tivo thoufand three hundred days. He 
therefore, mentions each fpecifically, and 
defires him to underftand them diftindtly j 
for then all his doubts would be removed j 

all which was fully explained to him, m 
what the angel obferved in the feventy 
' 'weeks y &c. But, before I proceed to . the 
explanation, it is proper, that I fhould 
(hew in what manner the anfwer agreed . 
with the intent of the queftion i and the 
reafon of his making mention of weeks ^ 
and not years, or times, as in the other 
-viiions. 

It appears clear to me, as the learned 
Abarbanel has obferved) that Daniel, 
from the words of Jeremiah, perceived, 

that 
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that God would vlfit all the nations, and 
punifh them; as may be obferved from the 
following prophecy*: For thus faith the 
Lord God oflfrael unto me^ Take the wine 
cup of this fury at my hand, and caufe all the 
nations y to whom I fend thee^ to drink it. He 
then mentions, firft, Jerufalem; afterwards 
the King of Egypt, the Kings of Uz, the 
Philiftiries> Edom> Moab, and the chil- 
dren of Ammon ; the King$ of Tyre and 
Sidon, and all the ifles beyond the fea, &c- 
&c. And at laft, the King of Sheihak, 
which is Babylon. 

He alfo farther obferved, that the vifi- 
tation of each nation would be at the (end) 
of feventy years., as Ifaiah obferves of 
Tyre; which was one of the nations. 
An^' it fhall come to pafs^ in that day^ that 

Tyre fhall be forgotten feventy yearSy Ifai. 
xxiii. 15. The fame of Babylon. And 
it Jhall come to pafsy when seventy years 
dre accomplifhedy I will punifh the King of 

• Jcrm. XXV. I5>5tc. 

G z Babylon^ 
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Babylon. Jer. xxv. 12. And as it is aliQ 

'. ... . . • * ,• 

obferved in the next verfe. All that is writ^ 

* ' - * 

ten in this book^ which Jeremiah bath pro^ 

* - * 

pbefifd againft all the nations. From 
whence it is clear, that, as the viiitation 
of Babylon was to be fevenfy years y fo was 
that of all the Qther nations to be ; for fo 
had the wifdom of God decreed to wait, 
according to this number. For Ivhich 
reafon, Daniel judged, that the fins of his 

nation would likewife be done away by the 

. - • ■ • - 

fevenfy years of the captivity of Babylon, 
And therefore, the angel informed him, 
that this was not the cafe with refpedt to 
his nation ; for that their wickednefs was 
come up before him, and their fin was very 
grievous; and therefore, their fins would 
not be atoned for by the feventy yedrs^ as 
the reft of the nations ; to whom he al- 
lowed feventy years, to fee if they would 
repent j and if not, would then punilli 
them. 

But, verily, as to Ifrael, he would not 
only vfdxt feventy years ^ but Jeven times fe^ 

venty 
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^nty years y2ix!^, which'> thfeir fcihgdom 
ihould be cut ofF, and their dorninionceafe,^ 
and they return into captivity, to' finifli an 
• atonement for their tranfgrcffions. hxA 
this is the real meaning of 0^5??^ IW!?^!^ 

Sbavungeem Jhhrlgeem j feventy weeks, i. e. 

» 

not feventy years J as you judged, h\xt /even 
times feventy years is determuicd on them. 

Hence the propriety of the anfwer to 
the queftion, is manifeft, as alio the ex- 
preflion of weeks, or /evens. 

Thefe feventy weeks are, without dbubt^ 
four hundred and ninety years; the time 
from the deftru<aion of the firft temple, till 
the deftruftipn of the fecond. 

This> it was the more neceflary for the 
angel to inform hkn of, becaufe Daniel 
judged, that after their return from Ba- 
bylon, by means of that tifitation, all their 
Jins virould be entirely done away;' for 
which reafon, the angel fhewcd him, that 
it would not be fo ; for that, the vifita- ' 
tion of Babylon, was not ^perfeSl rgdem^^^ 
fkni becaufc there would not be a general ^ 

colle<3:ioa 
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eolIe£tion of all that were in captivity, 
.and all the tribes •, fave only a few of Judah 
and Benjamin, and fuch as fell to them, 
and thofe not of the moft refpedtable. 
And, after their return, they were not free, 
but were under the dominion of the Per- 
fians, Medes, apd Greeks i as alfo the Ro- 
mans : and although they at one time threw 
off their yoke, and had kings of the Af- 
moneans, and Herodians, yet, was there 
no king among them of the feed of David i 
neither had they the ark^ with the cheru-- 
bim^ and the Jhechinahy or divine prefence, 
which reftcd thereon ; nor the Vreem and 
^umeen, nor thtfpirit of prophecy y &c. All 
which, is a manifeftation, that it was not 
a perfed: redemption, but only a vifitation 
that God was pleafed to viifit them, in 
that they were allowed to build a temple 
to the Lord, by the permiffion of Cyrus, 
and according to the meafure given by him. 
This was, that they might the better be 
enabled to work thejr repentance, and make 
^ atonement for their fins j but, as that 

was 
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was not the cafe, and they did .evil as thek 
fathers, their kingdom was to be .cut oS^ 
and their dominion ceafe, after the four 
hundred and ninety years from the Baby- 
lonifli captivity. And, this is the real 
meaning of the word ^^^}. Nechtach^ a 
cutting off, or feparation of the people 
from the holy city. 

He aHb gave him to underftand, by the 
word "VDro Nechtach, a feparation: that^ 
as in the fecond vifion, which he faw of 

at 

the morning and evening, and which were 
of the number of two thoufand three hun- 
dred; he was not therefore to imagine 
that they were conne(fted, fo as to form a 
feries; or be one nature, either in cap- 
tivity, or repentance i or a return to their 

former honor; but that there fliould Be a 

... • ' » 

cutting off,' or feparation of feventy weeks 
from them. And, as this expreffion was 
very brief and obfcure, he afterwards ex- 
plained it more at large in th? following 
verfes, as will be fhewn hereafter. 

The firft end propofed by the captivity, 

• a- * 

IS, 
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is, to finifli the tranfgreflioh, aiid to makfe 
an end of fins, and to make exjnation for 
iniquity. The meaning of this is, that the 
fins are accounted as. an impurity and fiU 
thinefs i and which is the caufe of their 
removal from their Creator; in the fame 
manner, as it is improper to appear before 
kings or princes in dirty or filthy garments. 
And, as thefc filthy fpots cannot be re- 
moved from off die garments, but by 
means of waihing and fcouring of them, 
fb, in like manner, is man to ad: by his 
foul. And agreeably to this, fays Solo- 
mon, Lef thy garments be always vrmri.. 
i, e. clean. Eccle. ix. 8. And fo fays the 
prophet, W^ajh ye^ make ye clean^ put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes. 
Ifai. i. i6. And the Pfalmift fays, Wajh 
me throughly from mine iniquity ^ ^nd ckdnfe 
me from my fn. Pfal. li. 4. And there- 
fore, affliftions are a neceiTary confcquencc 
in relation to fin, for the cleanfmg of the 
foul. But, as repentance does in like 
manner cleanfe and purify the foul from 

fin. 
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iin, God doth therefore long defer his an-^ 
ger from the finner, to give him an op-, 
portunity to repent : but- if he does noty 
he receives his pun^fhmcnt. Now, it is 
jnanifeft that while the nation of Ifrael 
were in pofTeiHon of the land of Canaan^ 
they were exceedingly wicked and finful 
before God ; particularly in : idolatry, 
whoredonx, fliedding of innocent blood, 
and in abolifhing the feventh year of reft*. 
For which reafon, it was but juft, that 
they fhould be punifhed for thofe crimes $ 
land therefore, when they were carried 
^way captive to Babylon for the fin of not 
l^eeping the fabbath of the land, agreeable 
jto what Mofes foretold J ; they had alfo 
the promife of their return by Jeremiah. 
Par thus faith the Lord^ that after feventy 
vears be accomplijhed at Babylon^ 1 will vifit 
yoUf and perform tny good words towards you p 

* Lcyit, xxv.. 4,, 

X Then (hall the land «njoy her fabbath^ as long ^ k 
Jieth defolate^ and ye be in yoor enemy's land> &c. Ibid* 
^xvi. 34. 

H in 
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in caujing you to return to this pkcf^ ]cv. 
xsix. JO. Hence> it is manifeil^ that their 
yifitation yns to fbllqw th^t of the pu- 
xiifhmcnt of Babylon, as mentioned in 
Jcr. XXV. iz* And which was a<fhially 
the cafe : for by the des^th of Bclfhazzar, 
and the rmn of the Babylonian empire 
which followed, Cyrus coming to the 
throne of Pcrfia, gave leave to the Jews tp 
return to their own land : this being the 
fole intent of the promifc of Jeremiah. 
Which return was, that they might repent, 
in order to merit a pcrfed redemption. 
And this is the meaning of the prophet;, 
where he fays. For I know the thoughts that 
I think towards you, faith the Lord^ &C.. 

Jer. xxix. ii. 

Th?fe thoughts are not meant of their 

vifitafion, or return from Babylon, but 

the latter redemption by the Meffiah. And 
therefore he fays, in the following verfes, 
^hen SHALL YE call upon mey andyejhall^ 
and pray unto me^ &c. This is not 'sl pro r 
mi/e, but a command, that they fhould re- 

pent. 
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jptnU arid pray unto him i as the prophot 
further faysj Andyejhdlfeekmey and find 

me^ WHEN Y£ SHALL SEARCH FOR ME 
WITH ALL YOUR HEART; And I wUlbc 

found of you y faith the Lord; and I will turn 
away your captivity ^ and I will gather yoti 
from ALL THE NATIONS^ and from all 

THE PLACES whither I have driven yoUy 
faith the Lord: This j it is manifeft, could 

not denote dicir return from Babylon r for 

that was not from all placis and all na^ 

tionsi 

• • - 5 • A 

And that they might obtain this fo^e* 
reign good^ they were commanded to re- 
pent and pray to himi Thisf; petfcdly 
fcoincidcs with the words of Mofes^ that 
ty means of their repentance^ God will 
gather their difperfions. Levit; xxyi« 40^ 
&c« 

And^ becaufe during the tifffc of the fe- 
fcond temple, inftead of their repenting, (as 
they ought to have done) they added to 
their former fins, by murder, whoredom, 
injuftice, violence, and rapine 5 as alio by 

H2 the 
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thchCTcfiej of the Sadduces, &c. It was 
therefore^ that this captivity was detcr- 
ibined upon them; not for the crimes 
which they committed durihg^ Ae fecond' 
temj^ onIy> feut for aU they had com^ 
mitted fronnt the time of their firft entrance 
into the land, in theday« of Jofliua, till 
the dcftrudHon of the firft temple, by Ne- 
buchadnezzar ; as well a« thofe during the 
fecond temple. In the whole, near one 
thoufimd three hundred years t during the 
greateft part of which, they were continu- 
ally doing evil in the fight of the Lord. 

And as for this length of tinae, in which 
they had finned, they were hut a few yeara 
in Babylon; they confequently were not 
ckanjed but of a fmall part of their fins; 
and therefore, the Supreme Being had de- 
termined, that they fhould go into a very 
long captivity, (unlefs they repented) to 
receive their puni/hment, and accomplifli 
their fins, according to what the prophet 
Jeremiah lays. T!be punijhment <ff thine ini^ 
quity is accompMJhed, O daughter of Ziw. 

Lament. 
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Lament, iv. 22. For which rcafon, the? 
angd made ufe of the *fame expreflion, 
'For to make an accomplijfoment ofjins^ &c* 

I muft further obfcrve, "that the angd 
made ufe of three different expreffions; 
nSD^ -Drn^VK^?!? -por to Jtnijhi and for to 

' make an accompUjhment -y and for to make an 
atonement. The reafon of which is, that 
for the fin of not keeping the fabbati- 
cal years, they were punifhed by the capti- 
•vity in Babylon ; but, for the three great 
crying fins, viz. idolatry^ murder, and 
whoredom, which they had been guilty of 
during all the • time that they were in the 
land, they did not receive any punifhment, 
during the Babylonifh captivity, by reafon 
of the fhortnefs of its duration; and 
therefore, this long captivity was neceflary 

for to finijh the tranfgrejjion, i. e. idola- 
try, and for to make an accomplijhment for 

fn, ii e. whoredom, ^777^ to make an atone^ 
mentfor iniquity, i. e. murder. 

Hejice, the firft ?nd propofed by the 
captivity, is clearly explained. And, as 
the explanation of prophecies, is generally 

very 
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very (hort, or only by indication^j the ahgel 
judged it fufiicient in faying,. "^^7^ i« cut 
oiF; indicating thereby^ that the kingdonr/ 
,or government, would be cut off^ and they 
return into captivity. 

The feeond^^D propofcd is, P??^^5v^ 
^SX^ and to bring in everlafting righteouf^ 
nefs. The intent of which expreffion isy 
that, as the children of Ifrael were in 
Egypt /our hundred years, in order that 
by their miraculous departure from thence/ 

the fruth of the cxifteiKrc of the bleffed 

'» . • 

God, his power, and particular providence 
might be made toanifcft, as Mofes wasf 
exprefsiy inftrudteci to fay. To tie end thou 
mayeji know that I am the Lord in the 
mid ft of the earths Exod. viii. 22 ^ That 
thou ritayejl know that there is none like 
ME in ail the earth 4 Ibid, ix- 'i^* 'Again; 
jind that fny name may be declarep^ 

THROUGHOUT ALL THE EARTH. Ibid-? 

xiv- This manifeftation, was perfedfe- 
e(i by the children of Ifrael only^ ob- 
taining the true knowledge of God| fo, in 

lib) 
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iike manner, was it the intent of the Su- 
preme Being, to dignify all. mankind, 
whom he faw plunged into the moft con- 
fufed and erroneous principles, not having 
the leaft fenfe of the truth. And, as it is 
not to be fijppofed that the intent of the 
Supreme Bdng, in the creation of man, 
can be fruftrated, or vain, as all that he cre-r 
^ted was for his glory ; he hath thought 
proper, according to his fuperior wifdom, 
^0 Jhew mankind the way wherein they muji 
walky and the work that they muJi do*y fo 
that^j (hall be confumed out of the earth, 
and the idols entirely cut off; and that they 
may all know and underftand that the king- 
dom is the Lord's, and that he is the only 
Governor among the nations ; and that the 
firm belief of his UNITY may be fo un- 
alterably fixed in their hearts, as that they 
may attain to the end for which they were 
created. This, is to be. obtained by bring- 
ing his people low in this long captivity : 
fo that when they are redeemed therefrom, 
and all the outcajis of Ifrael are .gathered 

together ; 
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togtthtr; a$ alfo the refurreStkn of the 
dead, (and which is to follow immediately) 
all the nations pf the earth will, by means 
(thereof, arrive at the tnjc belief of his divi- 
nity, and receive hi$ kingly gpycrnment. 
And, as this purpofc is of this greateft mag- 
nitude, a5 ALt najrions are to r«ciye the 
true knowledge of God, it was confer 
quently aeceflaiy, that this captivity 
jOhould b^ thus long ^ becau'ie^ the means 
ought to bp proportioned to the efFe<a. 
And, as a capfivity of fojir hundred years 
in Egypt was neceflary, fpr the nation of 
the Jews only^ to arrive at the true know- 
ledge of God, it muft confcquently be 
neceflary for this captivity to be mucjj 
longer, as being the means of bringing 
ALL the nations of the earth to the true 
faith, agreeably to what the prophet Ifaiah 

* 

fays. Andit Jhall come to pafs in the last 
PAYS, that the mountain of the Lords 
houje Jhall be eftablijked in the top of the 
mount ainSy and Jhall be exalted above the hills \ 
AND all ii at lORtJha/lJlow unto it. Arid 
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4 

many people pall go and fay ^ Come ye^ arid let 
us g& up to the mountatJt of the Lord^ to the 
houfe of the God of Jacob, and he wixl 
teach us of his ways, and we will 

WALK IN HIS PATHS ^y^^r GUt of ZtOlt 

frail go forth the law, and the word of the 

• - • , * 

Lord from Jerufalem*, Ifai. ii. 2, 3. And 
verfe 20. In that day a man frail cafl away 
his idols of fiver, arid bis idols of gold, which 
they made, (each one) for himfelf to worfrip 
&c. ' And as he in another place dbferves. 
All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers 
on the earth, when he lifteth up an enfign on 
the mountains I and when he bloweth a trum^ 

m 

pet, hearyeriiku xviii. 3. And the pro* 
phet.Zephaniah fays. For then will I turn 
to the people a pure language, that they may 
:ALL call upon the name of the Lord, toferve 
htm with one confent. Zeph, iii, 9. Thefe> 
befides innumerable other paflages of fcrip- 
tare, all teftify, that by means of the refto- 
ration of the Jews, all nations will be 
.brought to the knowledge of the true 
God. And in this fenfe it was, that the 

I angel 



) 

\ 
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itngel &td to Damel;^ trhring m everkf/trng^ 

cfeMMbkHkl UfOa Jlif jy^^o^ and upQn th)t 

EVERLASTING l«»HTr^OtlSNBS& 
Tlie Abd ««/ propofcd ia^Vi^iA^{itQn^ 

i^faid*«i0 £jal, thft vifion aad propltLecy^ No! 

aJMOftfiog ttt the ibnie given in the. BngHKb 

irai^tioiit./»,^2^3 i. e« taccafe; bat 

^uilifr ^ reyerfe : for wheimsy hefipra th« 

ddbrudaoii of the tempk^ ^c. k was the 

place of the ii^hseiice of prophecy^ and 

irhkh produced a number of prapdieta in 

Ijfraet; yel^ after dite deih!u<9»oii; ar. the 

PfiaioM' bbArvei, Wt fit not^'m^ Jgittt 

lr H B R £ I ^ ij0 ^r*^ imf fthpieti^^ Pfal« 

Ixxix. 9« But at the relh!»itk>l» pf Jfrael, 

the fpirit of prophec}r wilt be again refflered 

to them; as the prophet fays, Andii jhall 

« 

come to j^afi afterwards^ (tbafjlkoittpmr 
out my '^iHf upon dtlflejh^ and your JbriT and 
$our daughters jhali prophecy ^ dc. Joel. ii. 
28. And I witljhew wonders in the heavens^ 
and in the earth, &c. Ibid. ii. 3d. 'The 

meaning 
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Ifeu^ tfee#r<5>fee!t8 wU^ he ^^j^ed fo'>Rprk 
su0ic&^ 4i§ ftibi«tim^> T^i$ ii !^ inleai 
q{ a^e expreg^tm^ /^fiajjbf ^p/ieeyi Let 
fhe pii^jf^^icii wiiri)e then {mUlcldy au- 

|heftt)palf4; ts '^fittled-^tbibiJeahfifOoii, 
. fl^allb thereby alluded to this lQng<Cfl|>* 
Xivlty;^ ^&: -the sietgAs x)f perfeding all- tbi 
atophsC^K foretold;, conderoit^ the ca^d* 
3^ qf titte jaati^n,^ their redt^ption, and 
4hie teSatxe&aon. of. their dead; as the ible 

^nQphe^y. \¥i|l ^dj^flKxetiiaii (p ihh jntio», 

ThefawthBn4propafo4is ontfTi? vhp imfa^ 
4md to Ifirtiifyt^ Holy of Holies. As tb 
tiie Holy of Colics, that is explained in 
the law*, to denote the moft holy place ; 
and, a^ in the fecond temple, the Holy 
of Holies^ was not anointed, (as the bil 

f Exod. xrn. 33. &c# 

1 2 was 
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was not to be found) and which was tho 
caufc, that the Shechinah, (or divine prt- 
fence) which was manifcfted by a vifible 
cloud rcfting over the niercy feat *, was 
wanting in the fccond temple. 

And the want of this, fo neceflary to 
the Holy of Holies, is allowed even by a , 
'Chriftian author of great note § 5 (who, 
it is to be prefumed, cannot be fuf* 
pe<3:ed of favouring my hypothefis) who 
ipeaking of the things wanting in the fe- 
cohd temple, obfcrves of the anointing 
oil, ^* But this (the oil) being wanting in ' 
*^ the fecond temple, the want thereof 
caufed a want of fan£tity in all things 
elfe belonging to it." The angel, there- 
fore, informs him, that at the time of 
their redemption, and appearance of the 
true Mefliah, the anointing oil, which was 
cpncdaled, or deftroycd, at the dellruiStion 
of the firft temple, will be again, reftorcd 
to them ; and with which, they will then 

• Levit. xvi. 2. &c. 

I See Prideaux's ConueA. Vol. I. page 195. n 

anoint 
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anoint the Holy of Holies, as a peculmr 
mark of its being chofen by God; as alfo 
of its duration : and which was the rcafon 
that the fecoiid temple was not anointed; 
to fhew, that its duration was not to be 
fcternal, as that mentioned by Ezckiel*; 
and which is to be according to the pat-^ 
tern fhewn to that prophet. 

Hence, it is clear, that the angel in gefieral 
terms informed him, that, as in the Baby- 
lonifh captivity, and alfo during the fecond 
temple, they would not be cleanfed of their 
manifold fins; they were therefore, after 
thefe feventy weeks, which were determined 
upon them, (unlefs they fincerely repented) 
to go into captivity, to finifli tranlgreflion, 
i&c. and to bring in everlafiing righteoufnefs, 
and tofealup the vijion and prophecy ^ and to 
anoint the mofl holy. 

And, after the angel had thus expreflcd 
himfelf in general terms, he defcended to 
particulars; and laid down four propo- 
sitions, (if I may be allowed the term) 

f Ezek. xliii. io» &c» 

or 



uttd$rpmd, (tbat)ffmibe^ngfirtb oftht 
commandment^ to rifi^reHuuito hdld^^n^iu 

i jmyealffac^ obferved^, f ba( the yKio^ 

of ihe^fcventy 'weeks, was;ia:orti(r tp w-r 
fpove the doubt which Daniel had filter*. 

t^ijiicd jpf* the prophecies of Jefcmxah, 
(pcmoerckmg the vifitation: theapgel there* 
^ar:^ iufarmed him^ that the c^ wa?$^ the 
se^srie of what he thoughti ^^ that ip 
iaar from ^prolonging it^ God wpuld^ on the 
'equWfftty/haftcn It • apd (hat, ^t thc^^fid of 
Ic'TOn weefcft, ^r forty-nine years; fpr ib 
long 'Was it from the deArta^Stioa bf tjig^ 
£rfl MApIe, till Cytus-tK .who was xh£ 
AfeoiNTED pfciMCF,' gavc lestve to tkiiM 

thefecond,. 

.. \- . . 

Second,* 'jindJhireefc^re and two ioeeks the 
Jlrmjbanbe lmilt:ngmM^ md the nionUy rp4f 

in troublous times/ Hefetrith ^le gay<S him 

*• Page 40. t '* Thus AiA the Lerd ta his 'mmntfdM 
f* toCyru^." Ifai. xlv. i« 

to 



1 
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to Tiii4erfta]i4 that a^if tM &^e& w^ek^ 

before mcatiuncd^ there would coiaae a tia:^ 

ia which th^buildug w^uld be hkdercdi; 

and whick was fi^ accoiuit of the letter 

writtew^ by Rehum and Shimihai to Artflpr- 

er^ces J and who^ ia c<3iuiibc[Ujencd thereof 

ipiade thq biuldiog ceafe^ till the &coq4 

year of the reign of Darius> who gave leavaa 

to fij)ju(h the building; and which* after 

being £niihed> continued till the cQnaii^g 

of the Rx>mans, £ixty-two weeks^ bcfidc 

the laft week^, at the beginning of which, 

the Romans cam^ and w^red againft them ; 

and at length intirely deftroycd the cities oC 

JudaiiV i«>»Ale9», tfeie, temt^e, &c. Foe, 

frpm the:i!itn» tlat Gyms firil gave leave, 

to build the temple^ till its completioriv waft 

twenty-one yeara ; and its duration^ fouf 

hundred aad twenty ; in the whole fixtjr.- 

three weeks^ or four hundred and fopty-^ 

one years : but the angel made his divifion 

at fixty- two weeks ; as. he afterward^ de- 

. «■ • - • ^ 

icribed what was to come to pafs ifi 1^9 
laft week. And by the word ^^^ it (kaUk 

return,. 
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returrt> he alluded io the letve given by 
Darius, to return to the building again. At 
which time, the feventy years of the cap- 
tivity of Babylon were accdmplifhed. 

And by the words, in troublous ihtlesy jfid 
informed him, that, during the building 
the temple, they would have continual 

♦ * 

trouble, and alarms from their enemies : as 
mentioned in E^ra; And in Nehem. iv, 
i6, we find, that while one half of them 
wrought in the work, the other half were 
obliged to hold the Jpearsy the Jhields, &c. 
And even after the finifhing of it, they 
fvoiild frequently be troubled, and perfe- 
cuted;' which was really the cafe^ as 
may be obferved di the troubles, and per- 
fecutipns they underwent from both Greeks, 
and Romans t not to mention their inteftine 
troubles. All which plainly fliew, that 
it Was not a thorough rddemption. 

Third, And after threefcore and twoweeks 

Jhall THE Anointed be cutoffs and not 

To HIM i andthecityandfanSluaryJhallhe 

dejiroyed (by) the people of the prince that 

Jhall come, Sec The 



^k anointed* here inentidned was King 
Agripjpif ^Who Wksput to death by Vefpafiaii 

about 

^ Tite ivord n^^ cLcnotes the antniited i and who cad 
be properly called fo^ but the King. Who was the Lord's 
imhUtiZ? ds D^vid (^i-feiTdd hiinfelf^ in r^gaid to Satil \ 
F^ H»y tah ftretd^ firth his hcnd againfi tie Lvits 
. ANOUMTiiB ? I Saju. xxri. 9. Aiid the reaibii that the 
Kjiftg was (b called is, t)ecatife he ti^s anointed ^t the 
kxj/tth dbtoaxkiA of Geid, hj the Ifaiid of the prophet.. 
tilt this can ixi no wife be applied toJ(^fu$ ; who> after 
all my re(earches> I t:aiuiot find; t^is anointed by any' 
ptdphet> ht whet' petfbn, unlefs the Wbitian pouring 
totmeat ixti his headj may be To tailed. See Mark 
^w. 3; 

f As to whatyotiobferre, page J7, of a fptiriotis Jbfe- 
phttS, I mhft take the liberty to fet yo«l right> by inform* 
iag yon, thJit die work, called Jofephoen Ben Gorlan, was 
writtexi by the iHe Jofephni, who wix)te Kis Jofephus 
te the ftoitiaiis, in Greek ; and the other, (which you call 
ii)>Bri0iM} to th^ JewS^ in Hebrew. The canfe of its no| 
being heaW of Ijfefore the twelfth Cfentury, I can eafily 
fexplain; for beinjg written in Hebrew, the Chriftians* 
Who before that period knew very little of the'&ered lan^ 
jfiiage, were not able to read it ; bdt that there were au^ 
thenHc cc^lfes of it among the Jews, is not to be doubted, 
as Rabbi Tham obferves. And what is with me a great 
pi-oof of its authenticityi is the contradiftion^ of the Chrif- 
tianhiftpfians about it; for Bafnage, who is the moftcon- 
fiderabie of them, in his great zeal to decry it, has fallea 
into a inoft egregious blunder* He iirft obferv^s, " That 
" Jofeph, the hiftorian, the fbn of Gorian, is one of the 
^ Doftors that France brought forth in the ELEVENTH 

K *' CENTURY/' 
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about four years before the deftrudtion of 
the temple: as was alfo his fon: which is 
fhewn by the words '^^T^] and not to him, 
f. e. there fliall be no more of him : for 
fince his death, there has been no more 
kingly power in the Jewifh nation to this 
day. And why ? becaufe fJbe city and fane- 
tuary Jhall be deftroyed (by) the peopk of the 
prince that Jhall come : and the end thereof 
Jhall be with a flood ^ and unto the end of the 
war defolations are determined. All which, 
was fully accomplifhed under Titus, who 
commanded them to dqmoliih the walls, 
thehoufes,&c. 

And, after having mentioned the parti- 
culars of the fixty-nine weeks, viz. the 
firft feven, and the fixty-two, he proceeds 

«' CENTURY." And, a little farther he obferves, 
*' That the book was known to Saadias> one of the £x- 
*' cellents of the TENTH CENTURY." [Bafnage's 
Hifloiy of the Jews, page 6io, 6i i .] After fuch a grofs 
miflake as this, I think very little credit ought to be given 
to the 4icconnts of ChrilHan Hiftorians concerning this 
i)Ook; efpedally, as learned men (apd you alfo) aUow 
that a fpurious pafTage has been fbdered into what you are 
pleafed to call the true Jofephus. 

to 
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to the laft week of the feventy; -TP^? "^^?^^^ 

in^-Jpnttf 0^2*}^ ^Wi&^yJtf// STRENGTHEN 

« • 

the covenant with many one week. This is 
fpoken of the prince, mentioned in the 
preceding ' verfe, who coming at " the 
beginning of the laft week, was continually 
dfFering peace to the Jews, according to 
the emperor's defire; and therefore, the' 
angel made .ufe of the verb "^^^^'TJ. and he 
ihall ftrengthen : /. e. he ihall endeavour to 
ftrcngthcn the covenant, that was^ between 
them: and for that reafon, he did not fay 
that he fhould make a covenant with 
them, but only ftrengthen the former 
Qnc. - 

' As to the expreffion. And in the midjl 
(or ha^) of the week (i. e: the feventieth) 
be Jhall eauje the faerijice and the oblation 
to ceafe. The predidliori was fully ve- 
rifled; for on account of the great trou- 
bles of the fiege, the facrifice, and the of- 
fering, ceafed from the temple, three years 
and a half before its deftriiftioni And he 
farther obfcrves, that all this was to come 

K 2 upon 



\ 



C 6$ 3 

upofi thef&^^r the overj^rf^di^ ^*be ah^ 
mimttims^ it (b^d be^ made ddjkhtf : U ^' 
the abominatipnsf yr|iich thsf \ii^ 99^h 
mitted, during both the firit 2x\^ .fecp^ 
temples. Hence thg anfwqr to Dax^id'^ 
doubt was complete i which was to in^ 
form him, that the vifitation pf the £|abj«^, 
Ionian captivity was oot prolon|^, but ran 
thcr haftenfidj but tb»t, if tl^cy (houlf^ npti 
I^pent an4 mend their yays, |hi?y yqu|4 
after th« period aUpwc4 them^ go Into ^ 
long captivity, to ejfpiate tbfir Ipi^cr tya^n 
grefllons, 6cc. 

This, is whftf ^Jlpparf t? p#$ ?j»4 | 
doubt not, to every impartial^ andcaQta[ji4 
perfpn alfoj( wfeen duly con^^Bfj?^, fs ^- 
jfetaiy cQoforpaablc to the whije <?P^aifii 
beginning from ^c fa;onj^ vcrfe <5l" tHi| 
chapter. i» /-6c^^ .^ yi^ ^ bis ^n^ ^ 

'oaker^ tbe 'mri, ^tbe Ijqtd wifif i* ^«^ti 
nmb the propbttj^ iJm ki wmM: «ifi<tui$^ 

SBVSNTY YEARS « tJ^ dffifyfi^^ jHefiU* 

Jaiem. . Hence^ aocordMig to 4^ «xiiIa»itkC| 

here 
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]kere give^/ it is ms^^^ tiat (^ aoiWer 
v»« perf^ly €^(?iifcie4 to remove Ei# 
4(^bt^ wliiirh wxa all that wis iMand^ 
<?d % it. But if ybo, : or joiy tfthgit 
0tnSimi ihh{iY3L think l^opef tb dilute 
the &bf(^ here giveii^ I tn^an then, to take 4 
ffcvfe^ 4>f all th^ fexpknatioftfi givea by the 
Chti&iiA coi^rmsnm^st and I pledge 
myfelf to produce- fUfeh iii^ufmbuntable 
objedllons t6 their different iyftems, as 
will clearly point out the fallacy of them, 

and firmly fix the truth of mine* 

• '• 

As to what you oT^Jeft againft Rabbi 
Ifaac, ^* that from the deftruaion of the 

■ 

" temple^ fey Jfebpcbadpesicarj to that 
V by Titus, was a period of more than 
\f ^^dyea»," i^ Iprefuixi4 «ot accdrd^ 
ing to fcriptMWi ; b»t> «i the cpntraiy, 
is founded on the opinion embraced by 
Chriftian writers, from profetife authors; 
-who KqW, that ftom Gyfut, King c.f 
Pefflai to ©iri«», wro was tJonqucred by 
Altocrfid^f, AiCfe ^rt fottrteeu Kiiigs. Biit, 
Ai$ is dire£Hy confeftuy to Scripture; foe 

in 
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in the vifion which he faw, (chap. x. xi.) 
the angel informed him, that there were to 
be three kings more in Perfia, befides 
Cyn^s ; in the third year o£ whofe reign, 
he faw the vifion ; which plainly, fhews, 
that there were to be but four kings in all, 
viz. Cyrus, his fon Cambyfes, Ahafucrus, 
the hufband of Efther, and Darius, called 

to 

in fcripturc Artaxerxes. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER -II. 

Of tke druine Mijkn ofiCHjLi^T, compared 

with that of Moses.' . ! 

DEAR SIR, , 

'\JO\] are pleafed to tell us^ (page 18, o£ 

your letters) • That our iineeftors 

" rejected thofe who came from Obd," 

(I fuppofc you mean Chrift and the 

apoftles) 
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apoftlcs) '^ and who brought the fame teC^ 

V timoftials of a divine miffion that Mofes, 
*' and the preceding prophets, brought be- 
** fore them/' i, e, the working of .mirar 
cles* 

. All this. is eafily afferted, but not proved: 
for, in my . humble opinion, you ought to 
have proved; firft, that the miracles which 
Mofes wrought, were the efpecial proof of 
his divine miffion : and, fecond, that thoie 
which Jefus wrought, were in like^ manner 
ihch, as no human being could work 
^^ithout the immediate affiilance of . * 
God; -and that there was alio the fame 
neceffity for their being performed. But 
as you have not thought proper to proceed 
in this, fair manner, I mean to take the tafk 
upon, myfelf; and (hall, therefore, in the 
firft place prove, that Mofes was not -be- 
lieved by the Jewifli nation merely for the 
miracles ' which he wrought, (although 
there was the greateft j;ieceffity for them;) 
and fecondly, that there was not only no 
fuchiiecefti<5^.fdrthofe of Jefus, but that 

V ^ :. they 
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thejr were (cicMf^fJu/l&rfG^'6^a!; arid ftSri^ 
ikqpcnttff datlfidt b* olfetud a^ prodfs of his 

divine mUHons in ^rii^iic^ WilK tkftt of 

Mo^^ 

As to the miracles of MoCcs, there ti^i 
^ gneattfl neceffity for tfieni. f^or in- 
jfonce, die piagnes he lirbngkt xkpan tfai 
Egyptians^ were neccflaiy Sof the recitemp-^ 
tion of the Jcwifh tutkan ; ad was the di^ 
▼iding of the Red S^ and the dtovM^ 
of the B^yptkm, for their farther deli- 
vcrauca from theni« The manna GtHm 
^ven, and the water from the rocfc^ v^t0; 

m 

u§edSzty for ^&r iubfiftence in the wil' 
d^mefs ; the iame cfif aU tht reft« 

Aidt although they were p^rforwed in 
t||e fight ef both the Jewifli and T^gypikn 
ijatjoB$, yet were they only prepsaratery tp 
that, which was to fiic thek firm belirf in 
the divia« miflien o£ MoQtSt yif* Q^- 
fpeaking with Mofes fjie^ to fae*, ia 
the prdSbnce of si* ptfjrixRBD tHo&SAHd 
mi;n, befides wiMnen andchildninf as mdrt*-. 
^ued ift Easodus, chap. nix. g, Asd^ie 

Lord 
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Ldrafdid unto Msjet^ tJbi I come wjtd thee id 
iz thick tUudy that the peopfe ^dy shear niihin 
IJpiik mth tke, Ativ' iEWEVfi THEE i^ 
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This, Sir, was ihc ejpecidl ptoof of th^ 
Hivine miffkn of Mdfes: and indeed, a 
^reatei: 6anrif6l b6 reqfuired^* a^ Mofes hini- 
felf emphatically ^ptefles' it. For djk ntyib 
of tbi days ibut dte pajiy 'ixihici *aiere hifbrk 
ihil, Rfiti tik M that God trtathd htari upoit 
ihi idrth^ and (a/k^ ffbm onejmi ifiht bedv^ 
iinto tb'i otbe'i^y HiiUMr ilkre bdth been j^attf 
jkb tMfigJ h m's ^i Mlg' «, or bdfb 
Beeh bedf-d like iti l>/i (ever) fio^k heaf 
tie ijoite of Gdd JpeaktA^ otit tfthe Midfi of 
pe. Hi than hdft hedtdt jStiit. IV. 35; 33. 
And it id this ^t God ni^t by the tt* 
pteSidni AHd tbi's (Jhall be) ajign'mth tSe^ 

♦^HA'1^ I JfAVE SENT T^E^ :' ^beh thou 
baft brought forth tB people dtii of Egyptf, 
yi Jhdtl feriJi Gdd upori this fhountdini ^od« 
ifi. 12. 

. For this was d*' ejeiitidl prOof of the 
ffifirie miflibri 6f Mofes, becauie, tfiey-nbt 

L only 
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only heard God fpeak to Mofes, but to 
themfelvce alfo ; by which, they were 
fully fatisfied of the exifience.oi the Jpirit of 
prophecy, as we find they expreffed them- 
felves, -^And we have heard his 'voice out of 
the midfi of the fire : we havejeen this day 
THAT God doth talk with man, and 
he liveth. Deut. v. 24. 

And what is ftill a greater proof of his 
divine miffion, and that the nation were 
fully convinced thereof, is, that th^ firom 
thenceforward, agreed to receive, as com- 
ing from God, whatever he fhould deliver 
to them ; becaufe, they then were fully fa- 
tisfied of his miffion. Hear their own 
words . Now therefore why fl>ould we die ? for 
this great fire will confume us. If we continue 
to hear the voice of the Lord our God any 
morey then we fhall die. For who (is there) 
of all fkfh that . hath heard the voice of the 
living Gody fpeaking out of the midfi of the 
fire^ as we (have J and lived ? Go thou near^ 
and hear nil that the Lord our God fhall fay ^ 
and fpeak thou unto us all ^ that the Lord 

our 
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our G^d jfhall Jpeak unto ihee^ and we will 
hearY^VJ AND DO (it). Ibid. 25, '26^ 
27. and Exod, xv.ig,- 

And^ as it was by fuch extraordinary 
means, that they cajne to entertain a firm 
belief in his divine miffion, it- hath hever 
been effaced from the Jewifh nation : for 
Tiotwithftanding, that they felHnto idolatry 

and other crimes, yet, at no tiiiie whatever 

• _ .^ ,> ,_^^^. 

did the nation deny the divine mlflidri of 

' . ' - ^- ■ . 

Mofes.' No, Sir, not the deftruaion'oFbur 
government, and the confequent difperfion 
of our nation ; the perfecutions' gf Infidels 
and Chriflians, and the ajmoft univerfd 
contempt of nations, have eyer been able 
to root it out of our hearts. 

Hence it is maoifeft, from the words of 
God himfelf, (and who, we muft grant, 
was fully acquainted with the fentiments 
of the nation) that miracles only were not 
fuflicient to eftablifh a firm belief in the 
divine miffion of Mofes : much lefs can 

m 

thofe of Jefus, which you freely acknow- 
ledge, , cannot vie with thofe recorded 

L 2 of 
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§i MpfeSj in point offf^nitudc und^k^-^ 
dor 9 b9 t^oueht fo : i^ore e/pecialji]r, if we 
Confider the ilrqng pji^QiStipa kid pn u$ 
\>y Mofes^ opt to add or dipainifh frpqi the 
law. TeJhaUnot aj>t> unto the word, wkffi 
/ command you, neither Jba^ ye piMiNisif 
{oHgktJ fr(mi ^. , P^t> iy. 2i and xii. 3, 
Whereas, Chriftlans ho^, th^( JeiJDs had 
IpQA^ $0 aholiih the Mo^cal diTpenj^T 
ition, and which tjaejr £iy he ad^ally did. 
^nd although you, and fomc other phr4f- 
tians, believe the perpeto^al obligation of 
tie law Qjf Mpfes ; yet, t fuppofe, that a 
perfon of ypur know][edgc and p3fpfricqce 
need not be infgrmep^ that, that is not the 
ientiment of Chrimans in general ^ and 
this leads me to confider your attenipt tp* 
convert the Jews, to vfhzt you call Qhrijii^ 
antty, as both preppftarpus^ an4 yieleiS. 
Prepofterous; hecaufe you muft be fenfibje, 
that to convert a natipn, fuch as |:he Jews, 

to Chriftiariity, the prpfeffor? thereof ought 

* ' " ■■.-'' *■ » ■. .' • . 

to be unanimous, in what the work of 
JTalvation confifts j (pthcrwiii?, they might 

te 
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Jic 4etpnfd tlwr^rpoif by reafen of t!w 
(Jiffigulty attending the no^kwg a proper 
choice pf tljat which is right j) that diis is 
Mt the cafe with what is called Chrifti* 
^ni!^, I fwbn^t tQ the judjgment of every • 
candid and jropartial perfbn. For, if we 
go to the Catholic eburcb, we are told. 
that out flf the pale ?bewof, there is no fal-. 
yatioa 1 ancj x:9iiiequeatly, muft fubmit tq 
believe, tranfubfiantiatkn } th? wprihipping 

m praying -to ^ts and images, widi a 
whole train of it ut^ras^ or go to the deviL 
4.n4> ajth^ugh the reformed churchesr^ 
(with J% whple body of diffefiters) are 
jnore charitable; yet, unkfs a^perfon firmfy 
believes the doGmoa of the TrinOy^ and 
-the merits of the iJoo4 an4 fufierings of 
Chrift, as the Me$ak and Sofumr of the 
world, theye is no ialvation fo? h^n* Nay, 
i^yen you yoprlelf, and thofe that are of your 
opii^ion,^ gre ^ot con^dered as ChriAians^ by 
th9fe that account themfelves ortjbodo^; as 
J underftandi ftpm both clergy a|)d laity^ 
with <)yhQm I have coi)verfe4« And w}»c 

is 
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is more, you'^arc included in die fame con* 
demnation as the Jews, for not believing in 
the doftrine of the Trinity ; as I perceive 
by the following paragraph, which Mr. 
Lindfcy, in his '' Sequel to the Apology 
for ^efigning- the vicarage of Catterick/' 
obfcrves, is taken from page 30, of an 
" Anfwer to the Rev. Mr. Romaine's 
Pra<9:ical Commentary on the one hundred 
and feventh Pfalm.*' 

As I am not poflefled of either the 
Commentary, or Anfwer J I fhall give it in 
Mr. Lindfey^s own words. ^ In page ipa, 
« we meet with a furprifing accufation 
* againft the Jews, that ** they are now 
♦^ without a God, becaufe they have re- 
*^ je(Sted the true God, the blefled Trinity 
*^ of their fathers, and worfhip they know 
" not what. They have fct up fome 
flrange kind of an infinitely extended 
metaphyfical Being, whom they call the 
one fupreme God, and who never had 
any exiftence, but what the enemies of 
*♦* Chriftianity have been pleafed to give 

?^ him." 






»*» 
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■ 

^* him." Romaine's Pradical Commentary.^ 

* *rhis is 'a new defcription of atheifm. To 

* believe in one fupreme God, is with ig- 

* norant zeal aflerted to be the fame thing, 
^ as to be without a God/ But lafk, (in 
the words of Mr. Lindfey) what is atheifm, 

- ■ r 

or what is blafphemy^ if denying the exiftence 
of ONE fupreme God be not ? And may not 
I fay, in vindication of the Jews, againft 
this malevolent charge, that if they worfliip 
ONE fupreme God, they do worfliip the 
God of their fathers ? . Do they not wor- , 
fhip the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and 
of Jacob, in whom they believed? I'he 
God of Mofes, to whom he declared him- 
felf by the name I AM? The God de- 
fcribed in the law and the prophets, as the 
ONLY LIVING AND TRUE GoD. And my 
author farther obferves, * But . the au- , 

* thor's zeal cannot ftop here. , Chriftians 

* are included in the fame condemnation . 

* with the Jews, if they do not aflent to 
* . this new * article of his own invented , 

^ * creed/ 



f If I uodcrftand my author rightly, I mnft differ from 
« iiim 



«< « 



* creed/ Stqvid td the Apologf . figs 

And cafi jrou Imagine, that a whole na- 
tioii would forfake a fcBglon given By 
God himfelf, ibi fuch , hianifeft eontra- 
didory opinions j and vyhich, according tof' 
your dodtrine, ixt^both far frorti true Chrif- 
tianity? Where is the po6r Jew now.td 
Choofe? Why M is in i worfe plight tharf 
the idolatrous Jews m mt time of Ahah; 
for they halted b'etween two opiriioxis only, 
. as EKjah told them^ (r Kings xfiii. i\.) 
biit here are three: Arh I riot ft6w jufti-^ 
fied in calling yd\it attempt ^fepdifetous ? 
But perhaps you wiK tell me, iii!^t what 
you profefs is; right, aftd that '^ yoii helieve 
*' irf the perpetual 6bligati6ri 63f all tlie 
** laws which Mofes' prefcrthed* fo ~ our 
*^ niitiott," (page 5 df ydiir kfters.) it io^ 
I af oricd pronounce your attefnpt to^Be 
nufgatoiy, F6r can #e d6^ rt'6fe by eiii-. 

him in thii ; for t alWa/s anderfiood, tliit the felf^nH^ 
ettce> and-e^Us^ity i)f Chriib Witk tKt^Fatlibr^ &X3^ vifai»al^ 
way^ held b)r the TriuitariieiQ^; tonfi^aently^ it cannot be 
a ffMV'invented axticlet , . , 

bracing 



>bra^i»g <2hriftianityj .thai? a^^e to vth? • 
law of Mofes, even according to your hy^, 
pothefis? furely aqt,.- 

But notwithftanding. your opinioH, and 
.that of your k£t, (which are but a handn 
ful) Chriftians in general hold, .that oh th^ 
preaching of the gofpel, theabolifhnient of 
jthe MofaicaJ ;difpen£ition took.pjiace- And 
it is on this ground^ that we are to'jcoijfidei:^ • 
,the diving miifion of-Chrift. Kjow» as the 
.divine mifliohpf Mofes by God's .fpeakin|j 

to him face to face,- as befofie pbferved^ is 

* " . , ■ . ■-,..-.-.* 

.clearly p;:oyed5 and a$ Ggd hadftriftly in-: 
joined us by Mofcs not xp app^ or bi* 
MiNisH from thp law fo giyen. bjr himi 

what mufi. we think pf one whq by hi§ 

^ , - 

4o(5lrine abrogated it ? EgheC ii- J 5^ Rov 
mans vti. 6.^^ GaL.ijiL 3^4, 25. an4 -Heb- X- 
I. &c. In my hurjible ^pinipn, J think it 
is clear, that he conli not.be fent hy God^ 
^s God never contradi<?:s himfelf. 

As to the miracles of Jefus; I|havei:pb- 
ferved, they were fcarccly ju^ or rafpmi' 
} fhall at prefent take notice of huj.pnp 

M or 
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or twc, viz. !• His driving the devils 
put of the two mtn poiTefled, and fending 

them into the herd of iwine. Matt, viii^ 

- - » > » . . . . 

28. This, I think, was not ftriftly juft j 

for, as (according to your opinion) he was 

* • .•■'•'• • • 

but a man, and a prophet, I would willingly 
be informed, what right he had to deftroy 
anodicr perfon's property, in the manner l^e 
did, by fending the devils into them, and fo 

caufing them to run violently into the lea 

. . -> . . . . ■ - . . . I 

and perifh? 

* • 

2. His turfing the fig-tree for not bear- 

■ ■ ■ ' • *■ 

ing fruit out of feafon. Mark xi. 13. This 
I* confceive to be neidier rational, nor juft. 
For, in the firft place, the text fays, j4nd 
ivhen he came to tt, he found nothing but 

lean)esy for the time of fgs was not yet: 

/■ . . . /• . . 

Hence it is maniJfeft, that he required the 
tree to produce fruit out of feafon, and 
which would have been contrary to the 
intent of its Creator; and therefore, he, as 
a" dutiful ion, curfes the innocent and 
gailtlefs tree, for doing that which his fa- 

th^r had commanded it to dp> viz. to bear 

\. ■ ' ■■ . 

fruit 
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• - • 
fruit in* its^ proper feafon. If after Aw, 

Chriftians fhould ftill perfift in the mi- 

racle, according to tht letter of the 

< .• •■ , - ■ • ' ^ ' , . . 

ftpry, much good may it do them : but I 
am fure, it will never be the means of con^ 
verting the unbelieving Jews to the Chrif- 
tian fai'thi 

But had Jefus, on the contrary, as (St, 
Auguftin fomewhere obferves) inftead of 
curling the fig-tree, have made a dry,- dead, 
or withered one immediately to bud, flou- 
riih, and prefently to bring forth fruit out 
of feafon, a$ we find recorded by Mofcs, 
who> taking a rod of eaeh tribe, by the 
Command of God> laid them up in the ta^ 
hernacle ofwitnefs; in order to prove there- 
by, whom it was that he was pleafed to 
make choice of for the prieflhood, we find> 

I 

kind it canie to pafs, that on the narrow, M^s 

went into the tabernacle ofv>itnefs: and be ^ 
hold^ the ROD of Aaron f for the houfe of Levi^ 

ivas BUDDED, AND BROUGHT FORTH 
BUDS, AND BI;O0MED BLOSSOMS, AND 

YIELDED ALMONDS. Numb. xvii- 8* Had 

M 2 Jefus 
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Jcfa's'adcd in this manner, it would nave' 
been fuch an inftancc of his power, as to* 
have rendered the proof df the miracle in-* 
difputahie ; though not of Efficient autho- 
rity to prove his divine miffion, as above 
fliewn by Moles ^ 

Buty Siry I have yet fomething farther 
to objed againft this miracle, arid which 
afFefts the credibility of the hiftory there- , 

of. For in Matthew xxi. it appears, that 

« 

he firft caft out the buyers and fellers out 
t>f the temple j and on the -morrow carfed 
the fig-tree ; whereas, according to Mark 
xi; it is -clear, -that it was tranfadted befon? 
the driving of them out of the temple. 
■Such a manifeft contracfeSion, in in^ired 
Writers,' (and' who, according to your opi- 
fiion,. were well acq[uaintcd with the fafts 
abput .which they wrote) I think, muft 
greatly hurt the credibility of the hiftory;. 
which you lb ft renuoufly recommend us ta 
perufe* - 

And I am Confident, that there are a * 

number of -others' a& glaring as this; but 

which. 
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• . * ■ ■ * . ■ « J 

tvfiicH, I • have not at preicnt, eltlier titrid 
cr inclination to point out; I cannot, 
however, pafs by the foMowing, wklmi^ 
'taking notice of it ; if it- is ouiy that 
Chriftians in general (Trinitarians, as w^ljt 
^s Unitarians) may turn tlieir thoughts 
towards H, in order to give a fatisiailory 
anfwer thereto* It is as folk>ws : 

TheEvangelifl:, 6t. Matthev/, in the 
Hrft chapter of his gofp^l, gives us the ge- ^ 
nealogy of Chrift ; ind Luke, in the third 
chapter of his gofpel^ does the fame ; -but 
with fuch difference,- that an Unprejudiced 
^rfbn^ would hardly thinkv they belonged 
to one and the fame perfon ^ for the latter 
net only differs from the former, m almoft- 
tlie whole genealogy from Jofcph to David, 
"but has alfo added a'few more generations f 
and likewife made J^fu's t6 defcend from 
"Nathan, the fan of David, infteccd of So^ 
iomon. 

' And you will alfo pleafe to cbferve, that 
theyarcnot rtilycontradiSory to cach^other, 
but are inconftftent -witli themfclves :• for 

what 
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Wh« can be more fo than Matthfew i. 18; 

' ' . * * 

with Matthew xiii. ^s. or than Liike i: 
34, 35. and Luke xiy. 22. 

Perhaps yoir will tell me, in . the lan- 
guage of a certain' writer of your fo^; 
who, in confuting the Trmitanan, Ariani 
and Socman fyftems^ concerning the mira- 
Gulous conception of Jefus, obferves, (in 
fpeaking to the Jews) ** All fuch portions 
" of the prefent eft-^bJifhed canon of the 
** Ghriftian fcriptures^ refpeding Jefu^ as 
*^ your Meffiah/ which exprefsly militate 
<* againft the defcription of him as forcr. 
** told in your divine prophetic writings,* 
*' you are bound to rejed: as spurious/' 
Call to the Jews, page 87. 

Now, if Chriftians themfclves allow that 
part of their gofpels are /purious, how 
are we fure^ that the remainder is au- 
thentic : and do you call fuch writing^s 
as thefe " the proper or hiftorical evidence 
" for the miracles of 'Chrift," and which 
you fay (page 54 of your letters) ** is of the 
*' very fame kind with that of Mofes ?'* 

I defy 
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V . . . , 

I defy you,' or any odier, to prove fudji 
-grofs contradictions in the hiftory of Mofes. 
If ' you cannot, (and I am confident, that 
it is not in your power) you mull then 
allo\y the fuperiority of Mofes's divine mif- 
fion : v^hich is all that I (contend for at 
prefent. 

* Hence, I think, I have clearly proved, 
what I above propofed, viz. that miracles 
only are not a fufficient proof of a divine 
miffion : that they were not the ejpecial proof 
of that of Mofes : and that there was not 
only no fuch neceffity for thofe which Jefus 
wrought, but that they were barely juft or 
rational. I Ihall now produce the words 
of Mofes himfelf, to fhew, that miracles 
cnlyy are not a fufficient proof of a divine 
miffion ; for he hath told us fo, in as plain 
and intelligent language, as it is poffible 
for tongue to exprefs . If there artfe among 
you a prophet y or a dreamer of dreams ^ and 
givetb you A sign ^r a wonder, and the 
fign or wonder come to pass whereof he 
fpake unto thee, Jhyingy Let us go after other 

gods 
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gods n»hich tkw hnfi not kno^fiy and let us 
/t;rve thtm : t6ou,Jba/t not iiearken jinto the 
^ords of that pro^hef^ .^r; that jk'eamisr t^ 
dreams: f^r the Lord your jGrod.^Kov'E.T i^ 
Yov, to know whether ye love the Lord your ^ 
God with all your hearty and with ajl your 
fouL Deut, xiii- i, 2, 3- 

And now^ Sir, I m\ift take the liberty to 
^ you, what you think ^ miracles,, as a- 
* proof of z divine miflion,.. aftor fiich. clear 
and unequivocal language as, jthi? ? I . ao^ : 
fiire, if you ai;e that fincere lover of trut^i 
that you profefs to be> you ri^ft gertjiinly 
abandon it as untenable. . ^ 

And let me tell you, Sjr, that in thi$^ 
' admonition, you have a full anfwer to what, 
you have advanced, page 20, of your let- 
ters ; *^ If God could permit Chrift to 
•* impofe ftpon your nation, and the world, 
** in this manner, he might have fufFered 
** Mofes to do the fame, and there could 
*' be no guard againft the groffeft impof-r 
" tures.'' Now, if miracles only.had been a 
proof of a divine miflion, your obiervatioij. 

woulcj 
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3«KftdidhavebcQ>juft; aiid I would ksmt 
i)cen as wilMng as any one Ijo have allowe4 
the force thereof; J>ut> on the coptrary, (a$ 
I have dcmonftra^ed) miracles were mt 
deemed fuffiqient eye^ by God hknielf> as 
may he obiei^^d from the preceding texts. 
>\nd by //»>, he qcprcjfsjy wa^iis us fr<Mai 
jjbeing impofe^ upon by what are called mi- 
jTacIes j as well knowing, ^hat tthere fhould 
arife fuch^ as would attempjt to impo>fe 
^j>on us by working pretended miracles; 
^and therefore ftri£tly ioommand^ us to put 
wthat prophet/ or .that direamer of dreams, 
$0 death. Ibid« verfe 5^ 

I have but one thing more at prcient .to 
jObferve in behalf of the divine miffion of 
Mofes ; and which fully denaopftrates, that 
it was from G,od, is, the profperity (though 
jtemporal*, and which the Supreme Bein^ 

* In a Commentary jthat I pio pofe to write oa tke OU 
Teftamcnt, (God willing) I mean to prove, thtt Mofes 
inculcated the doflrine of a future ftate in his diipenfa- 
pdn, hotwithftanding what Ckriftiansbate advanced to tl^e 
f ontrary : but |s that is foreign to mypui^fe, I (ball 
take BO &Fther notice of it at prc&nt. 

N knew 



[ 9P.] 
knew was then beft adapted to make aa 
impreffion on them, and (hew his parti- 
cular PROVIDENCE in the government of 

mankind) which he promifes them, as the 

- 

reward of their obedience ; and the dread- 
ful calamities which he denounces againft 

chem, in cafe of their disobedience: all 

^ . ... . . 

which, have been literally fuljfilled to this 

• • • . . , • 

day, by a moft wonderful feries of events. 
Before I rlofe this letter, I muft take 

• • • # 

notice of what you call the true prophetic 
ipirit of Chrift. In page 1 9, ybu tell us; 
** As a true prophet, Chrift foretold the 

** dreadful calamities that befel your nation 

» . , . _ • * ." ', . 

f* in that generation." And quote as a 
proof thereof, Luke xix. 41. But this. Sir, 
is no proof of his prophetic fpirlt: for if 

, - • • * • * . • 

duly confidered, * you will clearly per- 

• • ■- 

ceive, that it is neither more nor lefs, than 
the vifion which the angel had fhewn uoto 
Paniel, concerning the deftruftion of the 
city and the fan^uary, a§ recorded in the 
twerity-fixth and twerity-fe\;enth verfes 
of tjie ninth chapter of Daniel; anA 

which, 
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"^which," at that timci was well known 
to all the learned Jews : and do you think 
that Jefiis^ who appears to be well ac-«- 
quainted with fcripturej fliouild be igno* 
rant of it ? This, I thiiik> €an by no rneans 
te fuppofed;' but> on the contrary^ it Jfeems 
he was well acqaainted with it^ as appears 
from his quoting part of it; See Matt, 
xxiv. 15* Mark xiii. 14. Confequently, it 
cannot be produced, as a proof of his pro- 
phetic fpirit; 

But if you are defiroiis of a proof of his 

* 

prophetic fpirit^ I will juft mention one, 
and leave yoii to judge of it. It is as fol- 
lows: Marvel not at this t for the hour is 
COMING in which all that are in the graves 
/hall hear his voice, andjhall come forth, they 
that have done good, unto the refurrediion of 
life", and they that have done evil. Unto the 
refurreSiion of damnation 4 John v, 28. ^ 

Now, if this is not an imitation of the 
prophecy of Daniel concerning the refurrgc- 
tlon, as recorded in chap. xii. 3. (only in a 
little, rougher language than what he made 
ufe of) I do not know what is; but with 

N 2 this 
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this diftittdion, that the prophet fpeaks «f 
a future time: whereas Jefus fpeaks of it 
as near at hand; although a period of up- 
wards of ieventeen hundred years hivt 
elapfed fince that tinie. 

I muft now take notice of another ejp- 
preffion, recorded by John m the feme 
chapter^ verfe 39. And the Father hnrnf elf 
wbkb hatbfent me, hath home witnefs ofme^ 

YE HAVE NEITHEk kEARD HIS VOICE AT? 

ANY TIME. Pray, Sir, what do you think 
of this exprefSon ; and which is fo contrary 
to what both Jews and Chriftians believe; 
viz. That God fpake to the Jewifli nation 
face' to face, as recorded by Mofes. Now 
I think it is clear, that you muft grants 
cither that Mofes Ipake truth, and the ex- 
preffion of Chrift wasfalfe^ or that Chrift 
fpake truth, and Moles falfe i and that the 

whole nation were deluded in fuch a man- 

« • ' ■ . - 

ner, as not to believe their own eyes, or ears. 
Take your choice ; but I caution you to 
beware hpw you choofe; for if you fliould 
prefer Chrift,, you will then fland on a very 

tottering 
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peals toth^ft wtyfcrj|^$urw* {wiikh# ,ac- 
cor4ing to the rule, here laid d^wo^ muft 
then be falfeO ^s thofe tbat teftify of him; 
And this leads me. to cpo£der what yoa 
have advanced^ p^ge apt ^' Ha^ Jcfas 
'f hcea an imppfl»r,» like others, by whom 
^* yew jtoive . been ioitpofcd upoa fincc.** 
Now the.loT^ oi truth obligee me to tdl 
fon plainly, that a^^cotding to your hypo the- 
iisr Jefijs myxSt be thsat in^poftor. Hear the 
words <rf a reverend and dignified clcrgy- 
maa of the church of England, andattcn-^ 
lively confider the fhockmg ahernativc 
that hie has put thft cbaia^ter of jduB npon^ 
They are not nay words: I am not ac-r 
countable for th?m : Chriftian^ thouielves 
inuft look to it; for it i§ th^ that give 
infidels caufe to triumph. ^* EiAer our 
**. L®rd was mwp than a meremao^ or 
*^ even than a mere angel: nay, either he k 
^^ that great I AM, which had an eacift- 
«< ence^, not only before Abraham, but be- 
y fore the world began, a:pd upholds all 

•* things 
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** things by the word of his power, oreli^ 
** be mtc/i have been otte of the falfeji and 
.*' inleji of the hurfiah racei for making -firch 
** groundlefs -pretciifions/' . And a littl* 
iardier, ^* That, if this fyftcm* be really 
^^ true, the fcriptures <^ courfe muft b^ 
" falfe, and Chrijft and his apoftles bfe 
^* ranked among the greatcft hypocrites and 
f^ impoftors that ever appeared on earth/' 
See a brief and difpaflionate View of 
the DifHcuflties atteridirig the Trinitarian, 
Arian, and Socinian Syftems, page 12, by 
Jofiah Tucker, D,D. Dean of Gloucefter^ 
1774, 'price 3d. 

I muft now aik you once niiorie, whether 
this is the religion, that you, with fo much 
fincerity and good will, invite the Jews to 
embrace ? Were it not that charity forbids^ 
my entertaining fuch a thought, I fhould 
be apt to pronounce fhe whole a farce. 
But if you are really in earneft, and wifli 
to convert the Jews, to what you call 
Chriftianity, I think you muft produce 

• The Unitariah, 

more 
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more fubftantial proofs in fupport of your 
hypothefis, than what you have yet done^ 
And, if I might prefume to offer my opi-ii 
nion in fo weighty a caufe, I think, that ttk& 
fairtft method, and that whiph is the like- 
lieft to lead to conviftion oneitha: fide, is, 
to take a review of all the prophecies con-» 
cerning the Meffiah, from Mofes tp Ma|a- 
chi^ a^d compare them with the 4<3ts of 
Jefu5, recorded iij the New Teftamentj tp 
fee, whether or no they have been fulfilled 
in his perfon, Thjis,. is the method I took 
myfelf to f<?af ch fojr truth : for I am not 
aflxamed to, tiejl you, that I am /? Jew by 
phoice j aod npt bjpcaijffe I was born a Jew: 
far frora it ; for I am clearly of opinion, 
that every perfon endowed with ratiocina- 
tion, ought tp have a clear idea of the truth 
of revelation, and a true ground for hi? 
faith; as far as human wifdom can go. 

And it is this, that David meant in his 

charge to Solomon, jind tbou, Solomon, my 

fofiy KNOW the God of tby father, andferve 

him with aperfeSt hearth i Chron, xxviii. 9. 

Now, 
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. . Ndw^ It is not poflifele fp^r any pnc tor 
ktBov/ God : But what Darid meant there- 
bjr was^- that hp ihould not do aa the hca-. 
thciwdid, who inherited their rrfii»Pn. from 
iktfaerto fon^ without haying any: true 
gm^uids &|r thciy £dtfa* N0|^ fep he» thoi} 
feaJt «mt do fij, imt yi underflflrdh^ thy 
fenfe and reafon, that^ the God isf thy fa? 
Iher, k a^neirot'thy t0 be feryed^ aiid the»^ 
ir* a natural confequenee, thou wjilt. fcrve 
i>ifn wkl^ a perfeiS: h^aif . S(X it ij^ majsi* 
feff, that he who hath ftarched* and found 
}uft gfouftd for the truth of hk fftith^ will 
always ferve God wifh a more fervent dCr 
voticin, than he who receives hi^ religion^ 
«$ Iki docd his inheritance.. 

• If the fcheme above propofcd wv.to Ixf 
jpttt-iacd, I thirvk we fhould:foon> come to a 
idecifien : for it i* not the name of Mcffiah^ ' 
but- the chara^er cf the perfon foretold by 
tlie prophets, that is to be reg^td^> ,(as 
you alfo acknowledge,, page 39) ^nd the 
'ev^ents to be accompliflied at his- porning, 

• If ^l the prophecka have been fulfilkd 
^' in 
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ill. Jdfui^ Ihc:iniBil be the pcrfcn :f6retbIELT 
if riot, (which, I .am ' pretty confident I; 
€Mi 'povky^hy then, he cannot be thep»- 
6ik proj)he<i4d;©fr - Hence iv is manifeft/ 
thAI tMsi^'Ihe bnlyratiohal method, 'to^be 
jfnirfued in a: controverfy of this kind: \vi 
fliould then iec, whether we haVe really 
fejleriintb the ftiitoc (as you afferf, fTagc 
'^f) df'iiCt ai^lnguifhing betwefeifi iji0kng 
"Meffiab; itd^ tkai^Pnnie^ tS^M/e of 

David, under whom, we are to enjoy Hthe 

» ■ ■ , • 

ff eat profperity that k promiied to us in the 
idtUrdays^ For as you 6bferve; (P^ge '39) 
'* the Mefliah we look" for will come/' • 
"- Nowj i AduldBfefiighiyobii^dtbyou; 
if you will poiiit *6ut to me thbfe tfetts of 
fcripture which diftiriguifh.the 6ne /rpiu 
'the other. For I muft: freely acknowledge^ 

^that hotwithftanding I have frequently read 

,•-.' .»^ g~ * .y 

^he Bible in the original lang|uage, in which 
I have fonie little knowledge; yetj^ h^ve 
I not been fortunate 'enpugli| to xiieet witn 
"them . ' Perhaps^ my eyes . Were holden, 
that I -fhould not fee them • arid yoii are 
' - O ordained 



t 9« 3 

^ffidficd'to open t&eou If fi>, 1 bdftbdK 
^0. to b« ^xpcdftipiif; for £4^A}im it ft 
-nnork« ti^tat I hold, caonpt be p^jfeiSfced (09 
(ooti^ , ^ut I fincerdy hope* that lh<^ v^ 
bettor founds -than what vqii adMace, 

(F^SF39JI ^^ ^^^ it is no where £dd thif 
}f the perfon wha is charafterifed hy the 
** title of Miffiabi ihould be dejcei^dsd 
5' fh)ijf Dayid/ hut only x^zt prince under 
?f whom yoij are to enjoy your temporal 
fS profperity/^ 
^" . This diftkiaion of yours, I muft tell you 
;(incere}y^ is tpily fallacious; fprnofuch 
diftinCtion Vtp be met with in ^Hfbrm 

« . » - • 

language: and the. word J?^ in that lan- 
|naage^ denotes no more, than fimply thi 
anointed X and which is ufed to the Kmg^ pjr 
High Priejt y it alfo denote? to anpint^ &c. 

• • *.'•'• 

But is never ufed to denote |he perfon, de- 
nominated the Mejpabi for that has only 
obtained^ by fnpans of the Chaldee para- 
phraflsj who, in tranflatmg thofe words 
in fcripturei that denoted the prince^ under 
whom we are to enjoy our temporal prof- 

perity. 
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•pcrityi ttndered ihem into ChaWecW?^ 
^the anointed i becaufei the feid prince is evisrjr 
where defcribed, as defcending fromDaVid. 
and cbnfequehdyi will be the anointed Jiing 
' that is to reign over the Jcwifli ijatibn, af- 
ter their relloratibn J Henee you .may clear* 
ly pereeiwi from what iburce the wc»d 
Mejiab arofcj and that the perfen fo deno- 
tninated. and the i>r/w^ under v^orti we are 
to enjoy our profperity, (according to your 
hypothefis) are one and the fanie , perfon"; 
eonfequently^ the diftinaipn ufed byyou, 
. is a niere fallacy. 

That you m^y be fully convinced, df 

the truth of what I have advanced, I will 

/give, you.au inftance or two. (out of fhe 

many that I could produce) in fupport of it j 

for I fcorn.to.aflert, \yhat I cannot prove. 

And there ,Jhall cme forth ^ a rod out oj the 

' . • - , . ^ .. - 

Jiem of^ep^ and a branch JkaU grow, out of 
bistorts. Ifai.,xi.j(. •_ ^ 

The Cha. . ■ > ; 

■ . . . . • - • I 

And there ihall C(3!pj?,f9rt;h\a king rfr^m 

2 the 
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the chijlil^tt of JejSe^and a Mps^lAH from 
*his childreo^ cfaiidfiela ihallgrpw. Tdfguav 
Jonathan. Ibid* 
Again. 

the ieQpardJhail tie dawji/witb tie kid. Sue. 

Ibid* 6. 

. TheCha r r 

>iT) »:(n»3 «9^if^ /iJP? ^i»^^ «|Ti?^T Vrt»^5 
!i^5 Py »:95) N"39« Oy K^^ InthC;4ays of ^he 
Messiah of Ifir^el, peace fliall be great in 
the earthy and the wolf /hall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard with the kid. Tar^ 
,gum, Jonathan., Jbid. . 

Thefe, Sir, are clear and jinequi vocal paf- 
fages, which both Jews and Chriftians 
apply to the Meffiah : although, thelattcr,. 
are rather hard drove, to make this defcrip-. 
tion of the MeJJiab agree with the cbarader 
x)f Jefus 1 arid therefore explain it away, as 

denoitihg fpiritual peace^ &c. But you fee 
that, the Cifi^^^j^^parapHrift (of whphi Chrif- 
tians * tell us they can make fuch great 

• .'. 1 •• •' >■'• 

♦ Pridcaux*^ Ceimca. Vol. IV. Bo^ VJlt. j^agc 
*i87 and ipi* Edinburj^editioQ. 

oie 
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jnfeof^ iaAeir^rguiuents^fainft the Jcnvs) 
is clearly ^gainft tl^at fenjfe ; for he- faj^ 
*«' Peace ihall be great intheeartbi' coafc^ 
qucatly it mujQ: be temporal,. 

Again • ' -4*^ A^^z^^ P /c^'z^?^ 3^^^^ i^*- 
Micfthiy. 8* - - - , ^ - 

^i*"jri >*!?K^9 ^«} And tiiQw, ie M^S-" 
SJ[AH of'Ifi^d. Targum Jonathan, .ibjd. 
, I fljfill ^produce but one m9f«, ^ pfcfcoj, 
vhic^i ip.. «s foUoiws : ^ But thou, Bstiddiem 
Ufhratabf f though J thou be ^little among the 
thopifands cf Judab^ (yet) out tf thee fiatt 

« 

he- corn^ forth vmtQ ..m tbatMs to i>e rjd^.Jn 
Ifrael. Micah y, ^. , ,• ■^ - 

TheCha. \. ' , ' 

* - * • • • . . . » 

?«"}t^. And tHou, Bejthl^enj Epiratah> ,as 
little as thou waft to be iiumbejed amojtjg 
the thoLuiarids" of Jiidan, . (yet) out of Uiq: 
fhall f bme foi;th the teS^iAH^ vifho ,i^ 

^o BEAR kyLE, OVER ^SRABl,, i>rminil 
dnatj&an. Ibid. . . . , ., 

' This, 
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This, Sir; 1 tdtc to be flccifivei agaln^ 
your hypotbefis : becatife/ the diarader of 
the Meffiab or Prificei is fo clearly depided^ 
that whoever runs may read^ and both 
Jews and Chriftians apply it to the perfon 
calljodthe Mejfiab. Hence it is manifeft/ 
that the perfon called the Meffidh or Chrifi 
by the ChfiiHans; a Prophet hy youj and 
a temporal Prince to bear rule over us, ac- 
cording to our (and your) opinion; is, one 
tuad the fame perfon. Which of the three, 
hath the jufteft claim to the charader, as 
alfo whether it was fulfilled in either of the 
two firft charaifters, is another point to be 
difcufled, which at prefent is foreign to 
the purpofe* I could produce more exam- 
ples in fupportof what I have advanced, but 
thefe I think, are fufficient to convince a 
philofopher of fuch candid and liberal 
fentiments, as you are known to poiSefs, in 
fo eminent a degre6. I Aerefore, have no 
tloubt, but that you will either retrad what 
you have advanced on this, point, or fttp- 
port it by fubftantial proofs; either of 

which> 



turhich^ I fhuli bd hapj^ to fee. With die 
higheAr fentiments qf iincerlty an4 r?^<^i 
I remain, 

Yovir's, &c. 

p. i.Eyi; 
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LETTER I. 

Of Mr* Levi's Want of Candour^ bis IgnO'^ 
ranee of profane Literature^ and of the New 
^ejiament ; and of his requiring Unanimity 
in the Opinions of Chrijiians. 

Brethren in the belief of the unity of God, 

I Am happy to find that I have/ in any 
meafure, gained your attention to the 
Letters I took the liberty to addrefs to you, 
inviting you to an amicable difcuilion of the 
evidences of chriftianity, and that one of 
your body, Mr. David Levi, has favoured 
me with an anfwer to them. I fhould have 
Part 11. B been 
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been more happy if he had been better ac- 
quainted with profane literature, as it is 
commonly, though improperly called, and 
if he had (hewn a little more candour. 

According to him, p. g, I am ^' not in* 
*• titled to the appellation of a chriftian," 
and p. 3p, •*notwithftanding.all my boafled 
•* fincerity, the honour of God, or the pro- 
** pagation of chriftianity, are things of little 
•* moment in my ferious thoughts/' He 
perceives in me, p. 31, "a complete deift," 
** linder a moft jefuitical argument." 

I feel not for myfclf, but foryou, when I 
recite thefe things. You mud: be afliamed 
that one of your body fhould have begun 
this important difcuiSion in a manner fo un-* 
worthy of you. To make any reply to fueh 
calumny would anfwer no purpofe. If it 
be well founded, I muft be fo utterly un- 
principled, that my moft folemn declara- 
tions would ftand for nothing** That I am 
not the perfon Mr. Levi defcribes, I can 
only appeal to the tenor of my conduft,. and 
to my writings, with both which he is pro- 
bably unacquainted. 

I com-^ 
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1 complain of my opponent's want of 
profane literature, becaufe it leaves us defti- 
tute of fome common principles, without 
which it is impbffiblc to come to any con- 
clufioii with refpcift to the qucftion in de- 
bate. He maintains, p. 65, that it is con- 
trary to the fcrlptures to aflcrt that there 
were more than four kings of Pcrfia ; 
whereas, if there be any faith in hiftory, 
there were more than twice that number. 
Nor is this at all contrary to the fcriptures. 
For it is only faid, Dan. xi. 2. Behold there 
Jhall Jiand up yet three kings in Perfia^ and 
the fourth Jhall be far richer than they ally 
andhy hisjirengthy through his riches ^ he fiall 
fir up all againfthe realm ofGrecia, By this 
nothing more is to be underftood, than that 
only three kings of Pcrfia would intervene 
between the time of Daniel, and that king 
who would make a formidable invafion of 
Greece. 

Mr. Levi, alfo aflerts (Note, p. 61) that 
thff work of Jofippon Ben Gorion in^ He- 
brew, was written by the fame Jofephus 
who wrote in Greek : whereas no two hifto- 

B 2 lies 
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rics can be more contradidlory to one another 
than they arc, even with refpe(9: to the very 
circumftance for which he quotes the He- 
brew work, viz. the hiftory of king Agrip- 
pa, who according to // was put to death 
by Vefpafian, at the fiege of Jerufalem, but 
according to the Greek lived peaceably at 
Rome, after the Jewiih war was oven The 
Hebrew Jofcphus makes this Agrippa to 
have been the meffiah of Daniel (Gotha: edit. 
p. 828) whereas the writer of the Greek 
applied all the prophecies concerning your ^ 
mefliah to Vefpafian. 

Any pcrfon poifefled of the two hiftorics, 
as I am, may eafily fatisfy himfelf that the 
Greek is the genuine work, and the Hebrew 
copy the produftion of another perfon, and 
entitled to no credif whatever. For the 
evidence of this I muft refer you to Mr. 
Bafnage *. 

• Mr. Levi fays (p. 61, Note) that Mr. Bafnage, " in 
^* his great zeal to decry this work has fallen into a moft 
'* egregious blunder ;'* obferving that he firft fays that 
it was the produftbn of the eleventh century, and then that 
it was known to Saadias in the tenth century* But this is 

a miire- 
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It is ncccffary.alfo to the proper difcuffion 
of the evidences of chriftianity, that the 
Jews (hould be well acquainted with the 
New Teftament^ which Mr. Levi is not. 
He even fays, p 22, he *^ does not find it 
^* recorded that Jefus prophecied in the 
^* name of God^' and aflerts, p, 23, that 
*^ he preached himfetf as the light of the 
^' world ;*V whereas nothing can be more 
evident than that Jefus uniformly afTerted 
his miflion from God, and appealed to the 
miracle3 which God enabled him to per- 
form \ difclaiming all wifdom and power 
of his own, 1 John v. 19, Verily^ verily ^ I 

a mifreprefentation of Mr. Bafnage, who, after giving his 
opinion concerning the real age of tliis work, viz. that it 
was the produftion of the eleventh century, fays it did not 
make its appearance before the twelfth^ and that the moft 
that can be f aid is, that it xmy/eem to be referred to by two 
writers in the ^/^n/A century, but that ** thofe two tefti.. 
** rnonies are very obfcure and doubtful." Liv. 9. chap. 6. 
vol. 13. p.^ 159. of the laft edition. Could a work of 
this klntl have remained unknown, and unquoted by any 
writer, Jew or chriftian, a thoufand years, when fo much 
account has been made of it fince ? It is abfolutely incre- 
(Jible. Dr. Lardner fuppofes this work to have been writr 
^^n in the beginning of the tenth century, T'eJUmon^es^ 
vol, I. p. 215. 

' ^3 ■ S^y 
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yiv unto you, the Son can do nothing ofhim^ 
Jelf. vcr. 30, / can of my ownjelf do no-- 
thing, ver. 36* ^he works which the Father 
has given me to finijh, the fame works that / 
do bear witnefs of me^ that the Father hath 
fent me 5 and the Father himfelf who hath 
fent me, hath borne witnefs of me^ vcr. 43, 
/ come in my Father s name^ and ye receive 
Pie not. This, and more to the fame pur- 
po(c, is all contained in one fingle chapter. 
He likewife fays (John xiv. ip) The words 
that Ifpeak unto you, Ifpeak not ofmyfelf but 
the Father that dwelleth in me be doib the 
works. Such is the uniform language of 
Jefus* who, Mr. Levi fays, did not fjpeak in 
the name of God, 

Mr. Levi fays, p. 72, that ** the pro- 
*^ feffors of chriftianity ought to be unani- 
'* mpus before they attempt to convert the 
*^ Jews,*' and particularly that we ought 
firft to be agreed among ourfelves whether 
Jefus be God. Befides what . I have ad- 
vanced on this fubjeift in my former Letters, 
2d edition, p. 42, 1 ihall now obferve, that 
it is as much your bufinefs to determine 
what the tenets of chriftianity are, as it is 

ours. 
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ours. You fee a perfon pretending to conae 
to you from the God of your fathers, Abra- 
ham^ Ifaac^ and Jacob, and to do fuch things 
as no man couid do but by the immediate 
power of God. Is it not then your bufi- 
jiefs to inquire whether he really comes from 
God, or not ? If your anceftors had given 
no attention to a claim pf this kind, they 
would have rejefted even Mofes, 

Do you, then, confider what Jefus taught, 
and what he did, and judge for yourfelves, 
whether what he delivered was worthy of 
God, and whether the miracles were per- 
formed by the finger of God, or not. If wc 
who profefs chriftianity fhould all agree 
what its tenets are, it would not, it ought 
pot to fatisfy you. We might make too 
favourable a report concerning it, an4 fuch 
as you would not abide by. Why then do^ 
you wait for our agreement, when, if we 
did agree, that circumftance would not 
weigh with you at all ? 
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Of the miraculous Conception ofyejiis^ and cf 
ContradiSIions in the Gojpel Hiftory. 

m 

MR. Levi fays, p. 9, I cannot be a chrif- 
tian, becaufe I do not believe the mi- 
raculous conception of Jefus. But I ima- 
gine it is fufficient to denominate a perfoa 
a chriflian, that he believes the divine mif^ 
fioij of Jefus, whether he believe any thing 
clfe concerning him, or not. . 
srl ^c fays that, in order to difbelicvc this, 
I muft fuppofe fome parts of our prefent 
gofpels to be.fpurious ; and then, he fays, 
p. 82^, •* how are we furc that the remainder 
*^ is authentic ?" I cannot here repeat all 
that I have written on this fubjefl: in the 
fourth volume of my Hijlory of Early Opi^ 
ntons concerning Cbrijl^ but muft content my- 
felf with referring you to that work. I 
fhall only obferve on this occafipn, that I 
confidcr the cyangelifts as mere hiforians 

(indeed, 
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(indeed, they do not pretend to any thing 
more) faithful relaiers of what they be* 
lieved to be true. But no hiftories are re- 
eeived on the mere faith of- the writers, 
but properly on the teftimony of the age 
in which they wrote, which would not have 
received their accounts, and have handed 
them down to pofterity as true^ if they had 
not been Jcnown to be fo, at leaft in the 
main. 

Now the great arid leading fads in the 
' gofpel hiftory, the account of the dodlrines, 
the miracles, the death, and refurredlion of 
Chrift, are fo handed down to us. They 
were believed by chriftians in all ages, and 
from the carlifcft times. But this is not the 
cafe with the account of the miraculous 
conception. The chriflians of your nation 
(I believe the great body of them, though 
with fome exceptions) never did believe it ; 
and a Very learned and highly refpedted pcr- 
fon among the Jewifh chriftians, 1 mean 
Symmachus, who tranflated the Hebrew 
fcriptures into Greek, wrote ^ treatifc, in a 
very early period, to refute the ftory. It wa$ 

alfo ' 






10 LETTERS 

alfo difbclicvcd by all the early GBoflicg, 
with whofe opinions it would have accorded 
rennarkably well. 

The miraculous conception, thereforei 
cannot be faid to have the teftioiony of the 
age in which it was promulgated ; and as 
the Jews, being natives of the country, had 
the beft opportunity of informing them- 
felvcs concerning it, their teftimony, which 
is againil it, is entitled to the greateft credit. 

The goff>el ufcd by your countrymen was 
that of Matthew, without the two firft 
chapters, which contain the account of the 
miraculous conception. It may be prc- 
fumed, therefore, that they faw fufficicnt 
reafon for rejcdling thofe chapters, as, in 
their opinion, not written by Matthew.; and 
if fo extraordinary a flory had been true» it 
cannot be imagined that either he, or Mark,^ 
or John, would have omitted it* As to the 
account of Luke, whether it was written by 
him or not, 1 have fliewn that it abounds 
with the moil manifefl improbabilities. 

As t9 the disbelief of the miraculous coa- 
ccption drawing after it the difbelicf of the 

whole 
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whole gofpel hi/lory, judge. from fafl, and 

liot from imagination. Was this the cafe 

with the Ebionitcs? and, among them, of 

Symmachus ? To fay nothing of myfelf, 

can. it be fhewn to have been the cafe with 

any other perfon who has thought as I do 

with refpedt to this fubjed ? The greater 

probability is, that jperfons finding them-- 

fclves unable to believe this ftory, and not 

feeing how to fcparate the belief of it from 

that of the reft of the hiftory, may be ' ' 

led to rejeft the whole. This, indeed, is, 

in fome meafure, your own cafe. ^ 

Mr. Levi's view in urging me with this 4 

m 

ftory, is fufficiently confpicuous. If I 
Ihould admit the truth of it, he would im- 
mediately fay; as all youf countrymen have ♦' 
done; that there v^as an end of the argwnent • ^ 
between us; bccaufe Jefus, not being de^ 
fcendcd in the ufual courfe of generatioj^ . ^ 
from the male line of David, could not be . ^ 
your Meffiah. On tbe other hand, if the 
ftory be rejeded, he will rejedt the whot^ 
gofpel hiftory, of which, he i^ys, it is a part. 

That .<»*' 
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That the ftory of the miraculous eon- 
ception (hould be ilarted, and gain credit, 
in a very early period, I do not much wonder 
at, confidcring^ how willing the Chriftians 
were to think as highly as poffible of their 
mafter, with the meannefs of whofc birth 
and parentage, as well as the circumftances 
of his death, they were continually re- 
proached. 

One of the contradidions that Mr. Levi 

obfcrves in the gofpel hiftory, p. 8i, is that, 

.. according to Matthew, Jefus was defcendeJ 

from Nathan, but according to Luke from 

^ ^ • Solomon. As I reje<a the introdudlion to 

the gofpel of Matthew, as not written by 

\ t ^ him, I am not concerned with this contra- 

'-" ' didtion. There is another, however, on 

. * • which he lays much ftrefs, p. 80 ; which is 

« 

that according to Mark, Jefus curfed the 
fig-tree the day after his arrival at Jerufalem, 
whereas, according to Matthew, it was on the 
day of his arrival. ' 
•But would Mr. Levi, or any reafonable 
/ rnan, rejedt, as of no value, any other two 

hiftq- 
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hiftorians, for fo trifling a variation, as' this.? 
If we do, we muft rejedt all hiftory, and even 
the books of Kings and Chronicles. For in 
them there are greater differences than this. 
On the contrary, the fureft marks of authen- 
ticity in hiflories, the circumflances that 
intitle them to the fullefl credit, are their 
agreement in things of great confequence, to 
which the writers could not but attend, vand 
their differing in things of fmall confequence, 
to which they would naturally give lefs 'at- 
tention. This (hews that they did not write 
in concert, but that they are proper /W^- 
pendent evidences of the fadls they relate. 
Had one of the evangelifts faid that Jefus 
drove the buyers and fellers.out of the temple, 
and another of them afTerted.that he did no 
fuch thing, jt would have'been more tb Mr. 
Levi's purpofe. But even fuch a diifterence 
.as this would not invalidate the whole of 
the gofpel hiflbry. 
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LETTER III. 

Of the Miracles of Jefus as a Proof of his 
divine Miffion^ and of Mr. Levies OhjeBiont 
tojome of them ^ 



w 



HAT furprizcs me moft in Mr. Levi 
is his profeffing to pay fo little regard 
^ to the miracles of Jefus. " Whether/' he 

fays, p. 22, '* it was by the art of decep- 
«* tion, or fupernatural power, it is not my 
** bufinefs to inquire." But, certainly, no- 
thing can be of more importance than to 
inquire whether miracles are real or pre- 
tended. Becaufe a change in the* cpnftitution 
of nature can only be made by the author of 
nature, or with his permiffion; and if one 
real miracle might be permitted for the par- 
pofe of deception, any other, or all of them, 
might. 

If the divine Being could either by his 
own immediate power, or the agency of any 

fuperior 
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fupcrior fpirit, enable Jefus to heal the lick, 
to feed the multitudes, to change water into 
wine, to ftill a tempeft, to walk on the iea, 
and to raife the dead ; and if, after a public 
execution (which rendered his death un- 
queftionablc) God (hould raife him from thd 
dead, and take him up ' into heaven (by 
belief of which thoufands and ten thoufands, 
millions and thoufands of millions, were 
deceived) he might have permitted all the 
miracles recorded in the books of Mofes, 
and for the fame purpofe of deception. As, 
therefore, you juftly, and with indignation^ 
>^rejedt the latter fuppofition, you ought alfo 
to rtjedt the former. And if the miracles 
recorded in the New Teftament be true, the 
Chriftian dodtrine is of God. It behoves 
you, therefore, fcrioolly to inquire whether 
they be true or not.* 

Mr. Levi fays, p* 71, that ^* miracles 
** only were not fufficient to cftabliih a firm 
'* belief in the divine miflion of Mofcs/' 
But, after conlidering what he urges on the 
fubjed, I cannot find any thing more than 
miracles to have been neceiTary, Indeed 

there 
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there cannot be any other criterion of divine 
interpoiition befides miracles. He fays, p^ 
68, ** it was God fpeaking with Mofes face 
** to face, in the prefence of fix hundred 
•* thoufand men, befides women and chil- 
*' dren." But what was this befides a 
miracle ? If there had been nothing extra- 
ordinary in the tranfaftion, nothing more 
than what might have happened to any other 
man, would your anceftors have believed in 
him? 

Let us confider what Mofes himfelf fays, 
in the very paflfage quoted by Mr, Levi, 
Exod. xix. 9 . And the Lord f aid unto Mofes ^ 
Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloudy that 
the people may hear when I /peak with thee, 
and believe thee for ever ; referring, no doubt, 
to the delivery of the ten commandments in 
the hearing of all the people, in a diftindt 
articulate voice, from mount Sinai. This 
was, intlced, a mod extraordinary miracle, 
and juftly confirmed the faith of yoiir an- 
ceftors in Mofes, fo that it has never been 
fliaken fince. But it was fimply a miracle 
that did it. When Mofes, in His firft con- 
ference 
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fcrence with God, at the burning* biifh, na- 
turally afked, how he (hould make it appear 
to his countryman that God had fent him, 
he was diredted to the changing of his rod 
into a ferpent before them> Nothing but 
a miracle, of fome kind or other, could have 
convinced them that he came from God. 
But any real miracle would have been fuf- 
iicient for the purpofe. 

Mr. Levi fays, p. 83, that " Mofes him^ 
** felf has told us, in the moft plain apd 
** intelligible language, that miracles only 
** are not a fufficient proof of a divine mif- 
** lion ;" and for this purpofe he quotes 
Peut. xiii. i, 2, 3. If there arife among you 
a prophet^ a dreamer of dreams^ and he give 
you a fgn^ or a wonder i and the fign or 
wonder come to pafs whereof he fpeaketb unto ' 
thee J faying^ let us go after other gods, which 
thou hajl not known^ and let us ferve them ; 
thou Jhalt not hearken to the words of that 
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams. For the 
Lord your God proveth you, to know whether 
you love the Lord your Qod with all your 
hearty and wit^ all your fouL 

Part II. C Thi^ 
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This was probably to forewarn your an- 
ceflors^ that perfons might come to them 
with fuch tricks as the Egyptian magicians 
exhibited (the fallacy of which they might 
not be able to deteft) and might endeavour 
to perfuade them to worfhip other gods; 
but that they were not to liften to fuch 
pretended n^iracles. They knew that real, 
numerous, and unqueftionable miracles had 
been wrought in proof of their religion, 
and therefore that there could be no other 
real miracles to overthrow it. Or, which 
is no uncommon thing, Mpfea might put a 
cafe that he knew to be impoffible, in order to 
cxprefs himfelf in a flronger manner. Thus 
Paul fays to, a chriftian church, *^if himfelf, 
** or an- angel from heaven, ihould preach 
** any other dodrine than that which he Bad 
" taught them, they were not to regard 
'^ him." Gal. i. 8. But he had no idea, of 
the poflibility of any fuch thing. 

But you will pleafe to obferve, that what 
Mofes fays does not at all apply to the cafe 
of Jefus. For he did not endeavour to draw 
} 6u to the worfh.ip of other gods. He was 

a humble 
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a humble and devout worfliipper of the fame 
God that you woffliip, and he worfliipped 
him in the fanic manner. There is, there- 
fore, no reafonT whatever w^hy you ihould 
not attend to the miracles of Jefus, as much 
as to thofe of Mofes, or thofe of any of tjic 
prophets who followed him, 

Mr. Levi obje<3:s to the miracles of Jefus, 
p. 77, as ** fcarcely juft, or rational.'' But 
if they were true, we flb6uld be cautious 
how we pronounce this cenfure upon them^ 
In general^ it cannot be denied that the 
miracles of Jefus wereboth benevolent and 
great, fuch' as were worthy of a melTenger 
iCfom the greateft and beft of Beings. With 
rjefpecft to one or two of them, a perfoni fo dif- 
pofed may cavil, as he might at fome that are 
recorded in the Old Teftament. That which 
Mr. Levi objedts to as unju/i in our Saviour, 
is the deftrudion of the fwine, after the 
cure of the two fierce demoniacs. *^ What 
right had he," fays Mr. Levi, p. 78, " to 
deftroy another man's property." 1 anfwer, 
he aflumed. no right in the cafe. The mi- 
racle was not wrought by him, but by God, 

C z whofe 
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v<rhofc right to take our property, our lives, 
or whatever he has given, no man can 
queftion. Jefus laid no hand on the fwine, 
and without a miracle, or the immediate aft 
of God J fuch a number of fwine could never 
have been made to run into the fea. 

When Mr. Levi fays the miracles of Jefus 
were not rational^ he refers to his curfing 
the barren fig-tree. " He requires/' he fays,/ 
p. 78, *• the tree to produce fruit out of 
*' fcafbn." But the time of Jigs does not 
neceflarily mean the time of the growing, 
or ripening, of figs, but rather that oi gather^ 
ing them ; fo that when Jefus faw the tree 
With leaves, or in a healthy ftate, he might 
naturally expedt to find fruit alfo. But this 
miracle had Icfs refpedt to the fig-tree, than 
to ferve as a warning to your anceftors, to 
bring forth the fruits that God cxpedled of 
them ; intimating, in a very expreffive man- 
ner, that if they did not, they would perifh 
like^ that tree. 

Arguing againft the pretenfions of Jefus 
to the gift o£ prophecy, Mr. Levi fays, p. 87, 
•• the deftrudion oi Jerufalem was known 

** to 
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*♦ to all the learned Jews, and therefore Jefus 
♦* could not be. ignorant of it." Confc- 
qucntly, it could not require the fpirit of 
prophecy to fortel all that he did concern* 
*ng it. 

But how does it appear that this great 
and calamitous event was known to all the 
learned'Jews of that age ? Nothing is moro 
evident, from the hiftory of it, than that they 
were far indeed from expe^ing any fuch thing 
in the time of Jefus, or long afterwards. On 
the contrary, during the very fiege, they were 
continually flattering themfelves with the 
hope of the appearance of the Mcfliah, to 
deliver them, Befides, the .prophecy of 
Daniel is only general, and that of Jefus 
very particular, defcribing the circumftances 
of the iiege, and limiting the time of 
it. He alfo mentions the fate of the 
temple, concerning which Daniel fays no- 
thing at all. The taking of the city did 
not imply the demolition of the temple, 
•This the conquerors might be expeSed tq 
preferve with care, as Titus adlually endear 
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voutcd to do. And leail of all could it 
have been ^uppofed that the Jews them- 
felves would have promoted the deflruftion 
ofitf 
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Of the fuppojei ContradtSlions between Jefus 

and Mofes. 

MR, Levi makes ufe of another argu^ 
ment, which, if it could be fupported, 
would indeed prove that Jefus was a falfe 
prophet. *^ If/' fays he, p. 25, *^ we com- 
«* pare Jefus with the reft of the prophets, 
** we ihall find fuch a manifeft contradiftion 
*^ between him and them, iis to demonftrate 
^* that both parties could not be meifengers 
♦* of ixod, as God never contradifts him- 
^^ fclf,*' This he argues on two fuppofitions, 
one on that of Chrift beipg God, and the 
other on his being only a prophet. 

^^ Whether 
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** Whether Chrift/' p. 21, ** was the 
^^ fecond perfon in the trinity, as Chriflians 
** in general hold, or only a prophet, as you 
** and the reft of 'your fed affirm; I fay, in 
*' either cafe, he could not be fent to us in 
** the firft place, nor could we receive him, 
** without being hoftile 16 the laws of Mofes, 
^^ as alfo to God who was the author of 
** them, as acknowledged both by Jews and 
** Chriftians* For if he cam? in the former 
^* charadter, and. the doctrine which he 
*' preached was intended to maintain that 
*' abfur'd and corrupt tenet, it would be an 
^' unanfwerable argument that his dodlrine 
^^ never tame from God, it being impoffible ' 
*^ that God fhould contradid: himfelf. For 
^^ has he not exprefsly told us himfelf, in 
•^ the firft commandment, THoy shalt 

^* HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME? 

" This, I think, muift neceffarily fignify, if 
♦* there be any meaning in language, one 

** StJPRfelVlfe INTELLtgENT BEING, Cuducd 

** v^ith all poffible perfection, power, wifdom, 
^^ an4 gbodnefs. And, agreieable to this juft, 

C 4 ^* rational. 
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** rational, and fundamental do(^rinc, Mofcs 
^* has, in the moft folemn pianner» cndea- 
*' voured to inculcate this n^oft important 
** truth, in the following Words, Hear^ 
** Ifrae/jf Jehovah our Go4 is one Jehovah. 
" Deut. vi. 4. Thcfe, befjdes numbcrlefs 
^* other paflages in the OJd Tcftament, make 
'* it plain that wc could not rcpeivc Chrifl: 
^ in th? firfl: charadcr, without a brpach of 

** the covenant eftabli(l)ed between Qod 
" and our nation/' 

In this all unitarian chriili^ns, and ypur 
whole nation, are agreed. But Mr. Levi 
does not pretend to (hew that either Jefus 
himfelf, or his ^poftles, taught any fuch 
doftrinc as that of tjie trinity^ and your 
writers in general prove, againft the Chrif- 
tians, that t|ie New Teft&mcnt contains no 
fuch thing. Mr. Leyi, therefore, ought 

- - - • ■ * 

not to have left the argument jn this (late ; 

t)ut h^ve acknowledged, as others of your 

countryn^en have done, that thp 4o<^rine <^f 

the trinity i$ not any dodrlne of the Nq\jr 

Teftaqient, but a grofs corruption of Chrif- 

tianity. Mofes himfejf is not more explicit 

'^ • 
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in teaching the unity of God than are 
Chrift and his apoftlcs, as I have (hewn in 
mjr former letters; and this Mr. Levi has 
not controverted. 

I fhall now conlider what, Mr. Levi has 
alleged to prove that Jeflis cannot be received 
as a true prophet of God, on account of his 
having contradided what had been advanced 
by preceding prophets, and efpecially by 
Mofes, the greateft of them. He quotes 
for this purpQfc, Deut. iv. 3, and 'jtii. 3^ 
Te jhall not add unto the word Mvb^ch I 
comn^and you^ neither floall ye diminijh ou^bt 
from it^ whereas Chriftians hold that Jefus 
had power to abolifh the Mpfaipal dif- 
penfatipn, apd which, fay they, he a^ually 
did. And although you, and fome other 
Chriftiansi believe the perpetual obliga,- 
tion of the law of Mofes, ytst I fuppofe 
that a perfop of your knowledge need not 
be informed^ that |t is no( the fentiment 
of Chriftians in general." 
But has Mr. I^evi proved from the New 
Teftament, that Chrift >//ii annul the law of 
Mojcs ? What fome Chriftians have thought 
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on this fabjciSt is no more to tht pnrpofe, 
than thtir believing the dodrint of the tri- 
nity. I have (hewn in my former letters, 
that Chrift and the apoftles, aflerted the 
perpetual obligation of the law of Mofes ; 
ttnd Mr. Levi has not attempted to prove 
that I have mifreprefentcd their meaning. 
Nay, your own writers have argued this 
before me, againft the generality of Chrif- 
tians, who had affcrted that the law of 
Mofes was abolished by the gofpel. You 
may- fee my thoughts on this fubjedt at 
large in the Theological Hepojitoryy under the 
fignature of Hermas, VoL v. p. 403. But 
this is no part of the argument betweea 
you and me, but, like that concerning the 
do£lrine of th« trinity, between m^ iand 
other Chriftians, 

I aim fatisfied, however, that Mr. Levi 
has miftaken the fenfe of Mofes in th€ paf- 
fage he quotes. It is not th'ere faid, or in- 
timated, that God would never, hy any future 
prophet^ make any change in what he had 
enjoined by Mofes, He only warns them, 
that is, the people in general, who had no 

particular 
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And yet for the hardnefs of your hearts, 
or becaufe the woman who ftiould be diflikcd 
would be fubje<a to cruel treatment, divorces 
were permitted. But could liot the fame 
power which gave the permiflion, revoke it 
^at his pleafure ? 

I have no occafion to. reply on the fame 
principle to any other of Mr. Levi's charged 
of contradi<Slioa, becaufe they arofe among 
yourfelves, and were fuch additions to the 
inftitutions of^Mofes, as are mofl: exprefsly 
forbidden in the paffage quoted above. 

Mr. Levi urges the command of Jere- 
miah,, jcvii. 2 1.. Take heed to your/elves^ tSat 
ye bear no burden on the fabbath^day % where- 
as Jefus commanded fome of the fick per- 
fons, whom he healed on that day, to take 
up their beds, and carry them home ; pro- 
bably to fliew that ,they were perfeSly, 
though fuddenly, reftored to their vigour. 
But the meaning of Jeremiah was to for- 
bid habitual labour on the fabbath-daj^ 
which it appears that the people then made 
ufe of ; carrying burdens out of their 
houfes, and through the gates of the city^ 

as 
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as on other days ; whereas all that Jeiiis did 
was to corred a fuperftitious pundilio in the 
obfervance of it. The man who carried his 
bed to his own houfe, was not labouring to 
earn his livelihood. Bcfides, in that age at 
leaft, your own people allowed more labour 
than Jefus here authorized, as to lead their 
cattle to water, and relieve them if they fell 
into pits, &c. though it might require great 
labour j and they defended themfelves when 
they were attacked on the fabbath-day. But 
if what Jefus ordered bad been a change in 
the law, farely he who could heal the fick 
by a word fpeaking, (hewed that he was au- 
thorized to do it. 

Mr. Levi alfo charges it as a contradidlion 
to Mofes, p. 26, that Jefus did n,ot pro- 
nounce fentence of death on the woman 
taken in adultery. But in bringing this 
woman to Jefus, your anceftors only meant 
to enfnare him. If he had paffcd fentence of 
dbath on her (which it was no more y6w bufi- 
nefs, than it was of thofe who brought her to 
him) they would very juftly have accufed 
him to the Roman governor, as one .who 

had 
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had' alTumed temporal power. Befidcs^ Je-. 
fus did not fay that the w^omzn ou^&t not to. 
have beenftoned; bul,.adiDgin his proper 
chara(3:er, as a prophet^ he bid her g^<? away^ 
and Jin no more. * 

. The laft inftance that I fhall mention \% 
Qne with refped to which Mr. Levi i^ ftiil 
more evidently miftaken. ** He faid, John. 
" V, 39, The Father him/elf who. hath.fent. 
** me hath borne witnefs of me. Te have neU 
** ther heard hl^ voice At any time^'' Mr- Levi 
fhould have added, nor feen his^Jloape^ and 
then he could not have made the remark 
. . which follows. '' Pray Sir/' p. 88, *• What 
** do you think of this expreflion, which is 
*f fo contrary to what both Jews and chrif- 
** tians believe, viz. th'at God fpake to the 
** Jewifir nation face to face^ as recorded by 
, *• Mofes/' But what Jefus faid related 
to the very perfons whom he was. ad- 
dr effing, none of whom had heard God 
fpeak from mount Sinai, and certainly had 
not ktn zny fornij or Jhxipe^ xh^tCy as Mofes 
himfelf repeatedly declared. But, perhaps,, 
Jefus fpake interrogatively. Have ye not 

heard 
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beard bis voice^ and feen bisjhape ? alluding 
to the voice frofti heaven, and the defcent of 
the Holy Spirit like a dove, which fome of 
his auditors might have heard and feen. 

Such are the contradidions which Mr. 
Levi has charged on the founder of the 
chriftian religion . Do you now j udge whe*- 
ther they will authorize you to pronounce 
him to be a falfe prophet. 



LETTER V. 
Oftbe Sufferings of the Jewijlj Nation. 

AS an argument of your nation having 
offended God beyond any thing that is 
recorded in the books of the Old Tefta- 
ment, I requefted you to attend to the ex- 
treme fcverity of your prefent fufferings, and 
the long continuance of your banilbment 
from your own country ; and I faid that a 
captivity of feventy years was deemed a fuf- 
ficient punifliment for all your tranigref- 
iions preceding that event. 

Mr. 



X 



TO THE jiiws. ij\ 

Mr. Levi replies, that the Babylonifh cap^ 
tivity was not a puniftimcnt for alJ the fins 
of the preceding period. *' They wert car- 
^* ried away to BabylOri/' he fay^, p; 45, 
** for the fin of not keeping the fabbath of 
** the land, agreeable to what Mofes fdre- 
** told. But for their other fins, viz. tWo^ 
•* lalry, murder^ and whoredom^ they did not 
^* receive any punifliment during the Baby- 
** lonifli captivity," p. 49, ^* by reafon of 
** the fhortnefs of its duration, and therefore 
** this longer captivity was neceflTary to 
*' finifh tranfgreffion^ that is, idolairyy and to 
** make an accomplifhment for Jin^ i. e. 
*• whoredomy and to make an atonement for 
** iniquity y i.e. murder. 

Thus does Mr. Levi interpret Daniel'^ 
famous prophecy of /eventy weeks^ of which 
he gives the following account, p. 40.—— 
•* Daniel, judging that the fins of his na* 
** tion would be done away by the feventy 
•* years captivity at, Babylon, the angel in- 
•* forms him, that their fin would not be 
** atoned for by the feventy years. But 
*' verily, as to liracl^ he would not only 

Part \L D ** wait 
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** wait feventy years, but fevcn times fcvcnty 
*^ years ; after which thdr kingdom (hould 
** be cut off, and their dominion ceafe, and 
" they return into captivity, to finish an 
** atonement for their tranfgreffions." 

But the language of the prophecy clearly 
indicates that the termination of this longer 
period of feven times feventy years would be 
fome joyful event, and not a calamitous one. 
For it was ** to finifli tranigreffion, to make ^ 
•* an end of fin, to make reconciliation for 
** iniquity, and to bring in everlafting righ-r 
•* teoufnefs, and io feal up the vifion" (which 
Mr. Levi renders, p. 55, hy publicly authen-f 
ticating it) '^ and to anoint the moft holy/' 
Could this be the beginning of for rows ? 

If by the moji holy, we undcrftaml the holy 
prophet, or prince, whom we fuppofe to be 
mentioned afterwards, under thecharadler of 
MeJJiah the prince, thefe four hupdred ancj 
ninety years will terminate at the time of 
his being appointed to his office. This I 
think we are authorized to infer from the 
manner in which the angel immediately 
proceeds to explain himiclf. Know there- 
fore 
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fore and underjlandy that from the going forth 
of the confmandment to rejiore and build fe^ 
rufalem unto Mefjiah the prince^ JhM he f even 
' nveeks andjixty and two weeks ; that is, fixty- 
nine weeks. One week ftill remains to 
make up the feventy ; but of this the angel 
gives an account at the clofe of the pro- 
phecy* It was that week in the midft of 
which the facrifice and oblation was to 
ceafe, which was to be the beginning of 
ftrther calamities. But he does not fay 
that thefe farther calamities would be a pu- 
hiftiment inflifted for fins committed before 
the Babylonifli captivity. 

Mr. Levi fays, p. 43, that the word IJim, 
which we render determined, means cut ojf. 
But admitting this, it is far from following 
that this was to be a cutting off, or a fepa- 
ration, of i\\q people from the holy city; 
For it was ih^ period of time thdX was cut off, 
arid not the people. It is therefore far more 
natural to fuppofe, that it means cutting off^ 
marking, or determining a period of time, as 
in our tranflation. 

D 2 I would 
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I would farther obfcrve, that Mr. Leti''^ 
account of your prcfent fulFerings is neither 
agreeable to reafon^ nor to ihtfcriptures. It 
is no where faid, either before the captivity, 
or afterwards, that it was intended as a pu- 
niflinient for not obferving the fabbatb in 
particular, but ioxjin in general. It is only 
faid that, during that captivity, the land 
would keep its fabb^ths, which it had not 
been allowed to do before. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
21. To Jtdfil the word of the Lord by the 
tnoutb oj Jeremiah^ until the land had enjoyed 
• her Jabbatbs: For as long asjloe lay defolate, 
Jhe kept fabbatb J to fulfil tbrtefcore and ten 
years. But this is far from amounting to a 
proof that this captivity was for no other 
purpofe. 

If we confider the conduft of your an- 
cct^ors after their return from Babylon, we 
ihall perceive no appearance of their fup- 
pofing that they had been punifhed there for 
their negledt of the fabbath only, white 
greater crimes remained to be expiated by 
heavier judgments at a diftant period. The 

conr 
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confeffion they make is of fin in general, 
and not of negleding the fabbath in parti* 
cular. Nay, the negled: of the fabbath is 
jiot mentioned at all. Neh. ix. 23. T/jou 
art juji in all that thou haji brought upon us. 
For thou baft done rights and we have done 
wickedly. Neither have our kings y our princes, 
our prieftsy or our jathers^ kept thy law^ nor 
hearkened unto thy commandment s^ and thy 
tefiimoniesy wherewith thou didjl teflify againfi 
them. . For they have not ferved thee in their 
kingdomy and in that' great goodnefs which thou 
gavejl theniy and in that large and fat land - 
fwbich thotf gavejl before them ; neither turned 
they from their wicked works. Here is no 
mention of thq non-obftrvancc of the fab- 
bath in particular; which might have. been 
ipxpeded, if it had been underftood by the 
people that that had been the ofFcncQ fpr 
>vhich only they had fufFered, 

Bcfides, in hovy capricjouj and unworthy 
a manner docs Mr. Levi reprefcnt the God 
of your fathers, the righteous judge of all 
the earth, as ading; in punifhing for one 
pf^icula;- fin by a heavy c^Iarpity, and 

P 3 after 
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after {hewing all the marks of forgivcncft 
and reconciliation, referving his grcateft 
vengeance for another feafon, not to cpm- 
mence till fix hundred years afterwards. 
How contrary is this to his own moft fo- 
lemn declaration by Mofes (Exod. xx. 5.) 
that he would vifit the fins of the fathers 
upon the children to the third and fourth 
generation only, of them that hate him. 

On the plan of Mr, Levi, even your next 
rcftoration to your country will be no proof 
that God has forgiven your nation all the 
fins they committed before the Baby- 
lonifli captivity, to fay nothing of thofc 
committed fince. According to him, you 
may now be fuflFering for their idolatry, while 
another difperfion may be appomted for their 
murders^ and another for their whoredoms j^ in 
all of which you who fufFer had no concern, 
&c. The very mention of the idea is fuffi- 
cient to explode it. 

Mr. Levi, as if not quite fatisfied with this 
iaccount of your prefent fufFerings, afiigns 
another reafon for them, viz. that, befides 
anfwering the purpofe of puni/hmenty they 

likewife 
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likewife anfwer that of inJiruStion^ not to 
)rourfclves, but the reft of tihe world. ** A« 
^*a captivity of four hundred years/' he 
fays, p. 52, '' was neceflary for the nation 
** of the Jews only to arriyc at the true 
" knowledge qf God, it muft confequently 
" be ^neceffary for this captivity to be much 
*' longer, as being the means of bringing all 
*^ the nations of the earth to the true faith, 
" agreeable to what the prophet Ifaiah fays, . 
*' And it Jhall come to pqf^ in the lafi days^ 
^^ that the fnountain of the Lord's houfe Jhall 
^* be efiablijhed on the top of the mount dim ^ 
.^* and be exalted above the hills ^ and all nations 
^^ Jhall flow unto it.** 

On this I muft obferve, that neither is it 
any where faid that the defign of the bond- 
age in Egypt was to teach the Ifraelites the 

*■ • 

knowledge of the true God, nor that your 
prefent difperfion is defigned to inftrud the 
world in that knowledge. Nay, fo f^r was 
the Egyptian bondage from teaching your 
anceftors this important knowledge, that, 
though they were the worfhippers of the 
trvre God when they went into Egypt, they 

P 4 were 
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were idolaters when tl>ey came put of it^ 
It was their deliverance from the yoke of the 
Egyptians, pot their fuhje^ion tp it/ that 
was the means pf inftruding them, and other 
rations too, as ]VJofes abundantly teftifies. 

In like manner, it will be your reftoration 
to your own country, and not your prefent 
banijhment from it, thaf will be the rpeans 
of convincing all the world of the truth of 
your prophecies, and cpnfequently of the 
truth pf ypur religion, and of confirming 
them in the faith and pure worfhip of the 
God of yoiir fathers to the enid of time. 
The reflexion on the whole of yoqr remark- 
able hiftory, of your profperity and adver- 
sity, in connejcion with your adhej-encf tp 
the worship of the true God, and your obe- 
dience tp his prophets, or yoijr ncglecft of it^ 
and your difobedience, whpn all the prophe- 
cies (hall have had their qompletiop^ cannot 
fail to ftrike and convince all. But the loner 
coiitinuanccdf your fufferings, \inpoQnp(ae4 
with any futifre cpqfequences, has no ten- 
dency to produce that cffcS. Nay, th<} 
fongeryou pontinucin jrourprefcqt llatc^ th^ 
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piore is the faith of maDkind ftaggere4» aD4 
the greater trial it is to your own faith. 
Many chriftians, who haye the f^mc refpe^ 
for the book? of the Old Teftament with 
yourfelycs, judging from prefent appear^ 
pnces, confider you as abandoned of God, 
and do not believe that you will ever b? 
feftored to your country again. 

Confider then, I irj treat you^your real fitua* 
tion, and how your calamities prefently fol-r 
lowed the rejc(ftion of Chrift, and the apof. 
tJes> by your anceftors (and your nation has 
perfiftcd in rejedling them to this day) and 
think whether your receiving them as true 
ppphets of Qod (who were fent to your na- 
tion in the firft place) may not be followed by 
fonfequences the reverfe of thofe which fol- 
lowed the rejedlion of them. According to 
Mofes, a reflipratiqn tp your country will aU 
ways be the confequence of your repentance 
pf thofe fins for which you would be ex- 
pelled from it. Dcut. xxx^ i— 5* ^^^ i^ 
Jball come to pafs when all theft things art, 
fome upon thee, the bkjjing and the curfe which 
L b^ve Je^ before thee^ and thou Jhalt call 

tbern 
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tJbem to mind, among all the nations whither 
the Lord thy God hath driven thee, andjhalt 
return to the Lord thy God, andjhalt obey his 
voice, according to all that I command thee 
this day, thou and thy children, with all thine 
heart and 'with all thy foul i that THEN the 
Lord thy God will retu/n thy captivity, and 
have compajfion upon thee, and will return and 
gather thee from all the nations whither the 
Lord thy God hath fcattered thee. Why is 
not this glorious prophecy fulfilled ? But 
becaufe you have not yet complied with the 
conditions of it. According to Mofcs, your 
return to your country is always in your own 
power. Do your part, and your merciful 
God and father will not delay to do his. 
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LETTER VI. 

Of Daniel* s Prophecy of Seventy JVeeks. 

MR, Levi fays, p, 91, that *' the faireft 
** method to convidtion with refpedt 
** to the meffiahfhip of Jefus, is to take a 
** review pf all the prophecies concerning 

*'thc 
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*^ the McffiahJ from Mofes to Malachi, and 
** compare them with the a<Ss of Jcfus re* 
^^ corded in the New Tcftament, to fee 
^* whether or no they hj|tejpeen- fulfilled in 
*^ his pcrfon/' This, he fays, he himfelf 
has done. This I have alfo done, and you 
my fee the refult of my inquiries in the 
theological Repojitory^ under the fignature of 
Pamphilus. I did not, in my laft letters, 
trouble you with all the particulars of this 
long examination ; contenting myfelf with 
mentioning one of thofe prophecies, but it 
is the only one in which the Mejjtah is men- 
tioned by that name in your facred books ; 
and that which muft have led your ancef- 
tors to diftinguifh your future deliverer by 
that fpqcific appellation. I have (hewn 
that, according to this celebrated prophecy, 
this Meffiah muft have made his appearance 
about the time of Jefus, but certainly long 
before the prefcnt age. 

Mr. Levi gives a very different interpre- 
tation of this prophecy, in reality the fame 
yrith that which I quoted from your Rabbi 
Ifaac, but without anfwering my objedions 

ta 
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to it. He will not allow th* the Meffiah, 
which is twice mentioned in this prophecy, 
refers at all to the perfon whom you now 
fiidingu^l^^lPlP title; but fays that^ in 
the forme^pTrt of thp prophecy, it is to be 
linderflood of Gyrus, and in the latter of 
Agrippa the younger ; though, furely, no-r 
fhing can be more unnatural than to explain 
it in this manner. Can the fame term, in 
two coptiguous fentences of the fame pro- 
phecy, iignjfy two different pcrfons, one of 
|ben> a heathen prince, and the other a king 
of Judea, who lived fcyen hundred yearj 
after him? 

Mr. Levi fuppofes, with R. Ifaac and S, 
Jarchi, thoiig-h hg docs not diftindlly expref? 
it, that the going Jorfh of the commandment 
means the declaration of the divine will to 
Jeremiah. Ab eo tempore quo Jeremia? 
illam rem proloc^uutus fuerat, five a capti-r 
vitate Zedechiae ufqup ad unftum ducem, 
qui Cyrus eft, futuras hej^domadas feptem^ 
quae 49 annos compled:untur. I^unimei^ 
Pideif p. 338. Tempus dabitur a die devafr 
j^tiopis ufque dum veniat Cyrus, Jarcbf 

Cqmment^ 
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Cvmment. Vol ii. p. 779. But nothing is 
advanced by thefe writers to make it pro-^ 
. hable that the going Jorth^^^e ^nmand-^ 
ment to rejlore and to builc^^^ll^mn is co- 
incident with the time of the demolition of 
it by Nebuchadnezzar. The prophecy of 
Jeremiah was firft delivered in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim and the firft of Nebu- 
chadnezzar (Jer. XXV. 12.) and repeated, in 
a letter to the captives, in the beginning of 
the reign of Zedekiah. Ch. xxviii. 1^ 
xxix. 10. 

That Agrippa could not be the latter 
MeJJiah (if there muft be two of them ia 
this prophecy) I have fhcwn, . by obferving 
that this prince was not killed at the fiege 
of Jerufalem, but probably ended his days 
peaceably at Rome, long after. Jofephus, ia 
the biftory of his own life, has given us twa 
letters of this Agrippa, written after hfi had 
perufedhis hiftory, and confequently feveral 
years after the deftruftion of Jerusalem. He 
is alfo mentioned by Tacitus, as the ally of 
the Romans in the Jewifli war. And 
though this writer (Hift. Lib. V.) gives a 

pretty 
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pretty circumilantial account of the war^ 
he fays nothing of the defedlion, or deaths 
of that princCi^p the courfe of it. By Mr* 
Levi's own c©*i#efiion, there was a Meffiah 
cut off about that time^and who could this 
be but Jefus ? 

Agrippa was too inconfiderable a prince 
to be the fubjedt of fuch a prophecy; 
; whereas the figure that Jefus matkes in your 
hiftory is fo confpicuous, that it might have 
been expedted that he would have been no- 
ticed in your prophecies on fome account, 
or other. No Jew, no perfon of any nation, 
ever occafioned* fuch a revolution in the re- 
ligious ftate of the wprld (and religion is 
the great objed of your whole conflitution) 
as Jcfiis Chrift has eiFeaed. By this fingle 
Jew, and his followers, have the idolatrous 
fy items of every nation within the. bounds 
of the whole Roman empire, and far beyond 
It, been already overturned -, and according 
to prefent appearances, independent of the 
prophecies of the New Teftament, by 
Chriftianity, and not by the inftitutions of 
Mofes as fuch, will idolatry (to which thofe 

3 infti- 



TO THE JEWS. 41 

inftitutions were particularly oppofed) be 
extirpated out of the world. 

But where will you find fo diftingui£hed 
a pcrfon in hiftory noticed at all in your 
prophecies, if he be not the JMeffiah of 
Daniel, that Mefliah who, was to be cut o£\ 
ajid not for him/elf and the fame perfon who 
in Daniel, vii. 13. is ftiled the f on of man^ 
who will come in the clouds of heaven y and ta 
whom will be given dominlony and glory ^ and 
a kingdom^ wbofe dominion will not pafs dway^ 
and whofe kingdom will not be dejiroyed? 

*' The feventy weeks," Mr. Levi {^ys^ 
p. 41, " are, without doubt, four hundred 
** and ninety years, the time from the 
** deftrudlion of the firft temple to the de- 
** ftrudtion of the fecond." But if there be 
any truth in hiftory, the interval between 
thofe two events was about fix hundred and 
fifty years ; and it is by hiftory that pro-- 
phecy muft be interpreted. 

I obferved that it muft have been from this 
prophecy that^your anceftors firft learned 
to diftinguifh your great deliverer by the 
name of MeJJia^. But Mr, Levi fays, p. 
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94, *• It is not the name of the Mefliah/ 
*• but the cbaraSter of the perfon foretold 
•* by the prophets that is to be regarded •/' 
and he obfcrves that the Chaldee Paraphraftg 
have ufed that term, in their interpretation 
of other prophecies which they apply to 
your future deliverer* But what could have 
led tbem to apply this term to yoiir great 
deliverer, but their fuppofing *that he was 
the fame perfon who had been fo denomi- 
nated in this prophecy of Daniel ? Thd 
term never occurs in any preceding pro- 
phecy, except in Ifaiah, in which it i$ ap- 
plied to Cyrus, And this heathen prince 
could never have been fuppofed to be the 
perfon whom you now call the Mejfiah^ 
Undoubtedly, therefore, they who firft ufed 
this term, as denoting yo\yv future deliverer^ 
muft have thought that he was the fame 
perfon who was intended in the prophecy of 
Paniel ; and it cannot have been any thing 
but your difappqintment, in his not coming 
about the time fignified by Daniel, that has 
led your writers to feek put fome other 
interpretation. • 

2 It 
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It is manifeft thai your ance{1:or$ in 
general did expe6: the appearance of the 
MefHah about the time of Jefus Chrift; and 
what could have occasioned their expeftatiooi 
of him io inuch> at that particular time^ but 
a fuppofition that he was the perfon in- 
tei>ded by Daniel in this prophecy^ the ac** 
cpmpliihanent of which you evtn now ac^^ 
^knowlodge falls abput that time ? 
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LETTER Vir. 
THE CONCLUSION* 



I CANNOT conclude this fecond fet of 
letters to you, without once more en- 
treating you to give due attention to the. 
proper, that is the hiftorical, evidence of . 
Chriftianity. For it is on this, which Mr* 
Levi has not fo much as touched upon, 
that the controverfy between us muil hinge. 
Examine the credibility of the gofpel hiftoryi 
as you virould that of any other hiftory that 
Part II. £ flxould 
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(hould fall into your handsu Confide at 
what time the books which contain it were 
publifhed, and how they were received, if 
their authenticity be equal to that of other 
credible hiftories, fo that you can depend 
upon the truth of the leading fadts (which 
is all tl\at wc can fay of any hiftory) confider 
what thofe leading fads are, who appear to 
have been the witnefles of them, w^hethefi* 
they were perfons likely to be deceived 
themfelves, or to attempt to deceive others ; 
and whether, if that might have been their 
intention, it was in their power to da it. 

Let me particularly recommend to your 
careful perufal the Letters I lately addrefled 
to pl^iojopkical unbelievers in general, and 
whiclv I requefted that you would cOnfider 
as addrefled to ypurfelves in.particular. If 
from them it fliould appear thatjefus wrought 
real miracles, or did fuch things as a man 
f ould not have done if God had not been with 
him, you can no more difregard his authority 
j:h^n that of Mofes. If, after proving his 
divine miflion by a feries of unqueftionablc 
miracles, Jefus perfifted in declaring himielf 
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to be the Mejfiab of your fcriptures, it will be 
impoffible not to allow his claim. And the 
difficulty, which, from a long confirmed 
habit of thinking otherwife, you will feel 
in reconciling to his charafter and condud: 
the defcriptions of the Mefliah in the pro-, 
phecies, will at length be overcome by more 
attentive confideration . 

Do not rejcdt without examination the 
hypothefis I mentioned in my former Letters, 
and which 1 have maintained at large in the 
theological Repofitory^ of the diftindion be-, 
tween the Meffiah who was to fufFcr,. and 
who alone bears that nanie, and the -prince 
of the houfe of David, under whom you arc 
to enjoy your future glory. 

However, if this fuppdfition (hould not 
appear to be well founded, it will not follow 
that Jefus is not the Meffiah, .tht Meffiah 
whom you expedt ; as it may be even under 
lim, in fpmc fenfe or other^ that you (hall 
enjoy your future happinfcfs. BjK with rcr 
fpedt to all thefe. things, you fhould, with 
diligence, and without prejudice, ftudy the 
;(i:ri.Ptures, and judge for yourlelves ^ balr 
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fincing one difficulty with another^ irtid 
adopting, that fchemc which, on the wiwle^ 
(hall appear to be attended with the feweft 
difficulties* In the interpretation of pro- 
phecies we cannot e:sfpedl to roc^t with 

pone. 

If after this you be convinced (as I am 
confident that, if you examine without pre- 
judice, you;w'iU be) that Jefus wrought real 
miracles, and that, after dyidg he rofe from 
the dead, whatever elfe he be, he cannpt be 
a perfon who is not intitled to your regard j 
jind your.conduft with refpedt to him cannot 
be a matter of indifference \n the fight of 
iQod. Jf God, the God oi your fathers, 
j-eally fcnt him, he will expeft that, as his 
ineflengcr, you pay due attentipn to himt 
To rejedt him^ will be to rejedl him that 
fent him^ And if this be the cafe, can you 
wonder that he has rejefted you? But 
return unto him^ and h( ivill return unto you^ 
Mai, iiit 7f 

I have made this fecond addrefs to yoii, 
not becaufc I thought Mr. Levi> arguments 
formidable, Qi ^h I tljlnk you nxufi now 

to 
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bc:feflfiblc f outfelvcs ; but rather to (how the 
iibportance df a defence of your principles, 
letter confid^red, dnd better,condu(9;ed, than 
his has becR ; and it is my earned wi(h that 
the ableft men you have mfty give theijr 
moft ferious attention to it. To you no 
fubjed: whatever can be half fo interefting i 
s^nd, be aflared, I do not addrefs you as a 
difputant^ defirous of triumphing in any 
advantage Imay have in the argument, but 
from the trueft refpedt to your nation, as 
TOoft highly diftinguiflied by the %i^t.fatber 
^ all the families of the earth (to which, as 
a Chriflian, I think myfelf, and all mankind, 
under infinite obligations) and from th<» 
moft earneft wifh to promote your welfare, 
\ittt and hereafter, 

I have given much attention to your hif- 
tory, and efpecially your controverfies with 
Chriflians in all ages, and I do not wonder 
that they have ilTued in confirming your 
prejudices againft Chriftianity, In all of 
jhcm the Chriftians have infilled upon to«» 
|)ics with refpcft to which it was impofliblo 
|hft( 70U (hould con^9 to an agreement, 
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cfpecially the divinity of Chrifl, and tho^ 
dodrine of the trinity, that ** abfurd and 
" corrupt tenet/' as Mr. Levi properly calls 
it. You juftly think yourfclve« excufed 
from giving the leaft attention to any argu* 
ments that may be alleged in fupport of it; 
fince it is an attempt to draw you to the 
worfhip of another God beiides that of your 
Others, 

It muft more particularly excite your in- 
dignation, to be told that your anceftors 
themfelves held the dodlrine of the trinity, 
and that they expcdled the fecond perfon of 
it in your Meffiah, than which you Jcnow 
that nothing can be more contrary to truth, 
or probability* 

But as your own writers have never failed 
to reproach Chriflians with this do€lrme, 
as not taught even in the New Tcftamcnt, 
and you find that many Chriftians rejed: it 
with as much indignation as yourfelves, you 
ought to confider this great ftumbling block 
as removed, and therefore that the religion 
of Chrift may come from God. Examine 
tfaen^ with impartiality, the evidences of his 

{living 
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divine miflion, and compare thetn with thofi: 
of Mofes and ybur other prophets. 

And here the queftion is not which mira- 
cles were the mote /pkndici, or which we may 
imagine to have been more proper^ and, as 
Mr. Levi fays, more rational^ but only which 
are the be ft attefied. Of the other wc cannot 
pretend to be competent judges. Every 
miracle, or real change in the eftablifhed 
courfe of nature, is equally a proof of the 
intcrpolition of the author 'of nature, and 
may ^ferve as an evidence of a divine miffion j 
the changing of a rod into a ferpent, as 
much as the pafTage of your fathers through 
the Red Sea, or the wonderful appearances 
at Mount Sinai. I, therefore, ttrncftly 
intreat, that this, aiid this only (or at 
leaft chiefly) may be the fubjeft of our dif- 
cuffion. 

To ray endeavours by writing, 1 fhall not 
&il to add my moil earneft prayers to your 
God and my God, that great Being in whofe 
hands are the hearts of ail men^ and who, by 
means ordinary or extraordinary, as feems 

bcft 
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Jt>a& to his infinite wifEom, turns tbcm (Frcrir^ 
xxi. 1 4) as the rhtrs of water which wayfo^ 
ever be fleafis^ to remove your prejudices, and 
eveiy obftack that for the prefent prevents 
your reception of a truth in which you are 
xnoft nearly interei):ed, and according to his 
'feithfiil promifes^ rdlorejou to his Bivour, 
jieyer to .loie it aay more* 

J once notore fubjfcribe myfeUr, with the 
gceat^fl rtipefl: and afiedion, 

Your broAer in the fole worfhip 
Of the one only true God, 

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 

I 

BlKUINCIiAir, 

'July I, 1787. 
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SIR, 

YOUR Letters have been read by thofe 
to whom they are addrefled^ and I am 
defired ta coixitxiafiicate to you their reply, 
which is in the following terms. We hope 
it will not offend you if we fay, the requifi* 
tion contained in your Letters to us, cannot 
be complied with, for the reafons which 
fhall be fubjoined. The requifition is, that 
we acknowledge your Jefus to be our Mcf-^ 
fiah, and that we become Chriftians, and 
adopt the Chriftian Faith according to your 
mode. 

A The 



( * ) 

The Jefus^ whom you hold up to us as 
our Meiliah, you fay^ was a very good man^ 
and a true worfhipper of God; you tell us he 
was a Jew^ and the fon of the carpenter Jo- 
feph and his wife Mary^ and nothing more. 
That he had a divine miffion,^ and per- 
formed many miracles in confirmation of it 
— That thofe miracles^ although not fb fplen- 
did> were neverthelefs as credible and certain 
as thofe of Mofes, and that we therefore 
ought to receive him as oui>Mefliah^ — And 
moreover, that all the fufEertngs of our natioxit 
for more than 1 700 years, are to be afcribed 
to our having crucified and rejected him. 

We are free to own to you. Sir, we fee no 
reafon at all in any of this. 

r 

Seventeen hundred years of almoft exter- 
mination, feems to be a puniiho^nt greater 
than the offence required. For the whole 
offence chargeable upon our fathers, accord- 
ing to your own account, was, that they put 

to 



< 



r 



( 3 ) 

to death the fon of a poor mechanic, who 
you fay was, a good man, and had a divine 
miilion. Were not our pf^ophets good men. 
Sir ? Had not they likewife a divine mifiion ? 
Did not they perform miracles ? Did not our 
fathers evil entreat them? Why therefore 
(houid the punifliment ioflided on us (if it 
be inflidted on that account) for putting 
Jefus to death fo much exceed any puniQi* 
ment inflid:ed on our fathers for putting any 
of the former. prophets to death ? The crime 
was the fame in both inftances, but the pu- 
nifhment bears no manner of proportion. 

You require us to acknowledge your Jefus 
for our Mefiiah. We cannot do it. Sir; and, 
were we to acknowledge fuch an one for our 
Meffiah, we (hould think we deferved to be 
the accurfed outcafts from God, not only in 
this world, but the next i and therefore never 
will v(c acknowledge your Jefus, Sir, for 
our Meffiah. A Mefiiah, we own, we have 
been all along taught to expe£t, by the wri- 

A 2 tings 
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tings of Mofce and the Prophets i a Meffiah» 
Sir, of whom great things are faid, and who, 
as we conceive, (hoipld bring us with triumph 
tnto our own land, and eftablifh us by hts 
great power over all the kingdoms of the 
earth. Hath your Jeius done any thing of 
this kind for us ? Or do you pretend that 
be is to do any thing of the kind for us ? 
You totally deny it ; and our future eftabli(h-« 
meot and reduAion into our own land^ you 
in expreft terms tell us, is to be effeded un- 
der a Prince of the houfe oi David# which 
you do not pretend to be the chara^er of 
your Jefus; for you tell us a very different 
ftory of him, which if you credit we affure 
you we do not. 

But, Sir, you fay he had « divine miffion ; 
To do what ? What was die particular 
errand and delign of his miffion ? Was it to 
reclaim us from idolatry ? You yourfelf . ac- 
knowledge that idolatry was a crime againft 
which we had icrupulonfly guarded for a 

long 
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long ieries of years, and fj^at we neither ha4 
nor have any the leaft prdpenfity towards it. 
Was it to reclaim us from our neglect of the 
precepts of the law? Thefe it is notorious 
opr fathers did not negle£t ; On the con^rarjTt 
they were more rigidly piore nxinutely ajt- 
tacbed to the obierv;atnce of Uiem than at ar^y 
pr^eding tiqoe. Bid he come tp abrogate 
the law given to us by MofesP No; you 
fay the law pf Mofe^ is of perpetual obliga- 
tiopi and that if we become Chriftians we 
are ftill to continue Jews, and obfervers pf 
the Jaw of Mofes. What then could have 
been the end and defign of the mifTion of 
your Jefus, w^ profefs we are unable to dif- 
cover ? Neither do we fee how our fathers, 
by putting fuch an one to death as you de- 
jicfibe him to have been, could have incurred 
fo fevere a penalty : for, acccording to your 
reprefentation of him, he had a divine mif- 
iion to perforpi nothing, and had a power of 
working miracles conferred upon him in or- 
der 
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der to confirm a miffion which had nothing 
for its objedt. 

You are infatuated, Sir^ if you think any 
thing you have faid in your Letters can make 
converts of any of us to your religion. We (hall 
acknowledge no Mefiiah that hath not power 
of fome fort. It doth not appear that yours» 
whom you call upon us to acknowledge, hath 
any power at all. He came for no end, to 
efFcift nothing; having a miffion, as you fay, 
but without any obje& of it ; and working 
miracles in order to confirm the truth of a 
mifiion, which, at the fame time, you are 
unable to afcertain. Be not offended at us. 
Sir, if we fay it is a jefl, a banter upon our 
whole nation, to expedt that we fhould be- 
come coverts to your perfuafion, an4 that we 
fhould adopt him for our Meffiah, who, by 
your own confe/Iion, hath power neither in 
heaven nor in earth. We are not yet funk 
fo much beneath the common flandard of 
idiots. 

You 



( 7 ) 

You call upoo us to read and confider tlve 
GofpeL To the Gofpel and to the hiftories 
therein cpntained^ we are no Grangers ; god 
concerning this Gofpel we defire to offer you 
thefe following obfervations. The firft is^ 
that the Jefus there fpoken of is a very dif- 
ferent character from him whom you ho|d 

• 

up to us 9S our Mefiiah. That Jefus not 
only is fald to have wrought miracles in con- 
firmation of his miilion^ but is faid likewife 
to have difplayed a power greater than even 

* 

that of Mofes. He is not only i;epreiiinted 
to have been a prophet, like unto our great 
prophet MofeSy but to have been more than a 
prophet. He required it of his followers, 
that they fhould teftify to and receive him 
under this charadter. He profeiTed himfelf 
to be the Son of God, fpeaking blafphemy 
therein, in the opinion of our fathers. He 
plainly declared, and unequivocally, his own 
pre*exi(lence. Whether he fpoke truth in fo 
declaring is not now before us ; fuch an ac- 
count the Gofpel, to which you refer us, un* 

doubtedly 
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doubtedly contains. If thdfcforc wc attend 
to this Gofpd, how ttd \vc attend to yoo ? 
Your Jefus, yoii fay, never had any prc-exif- 
tende, v^as limply the fon of two hdman 
peifons, and that be himfclf never pretended 
to hftVb had a pre-exiftence, nor ever laid 
clainfi to divinity. But fbrdy, dir, iti this» 
either you or the Gofpel of the Chrifliatis 
muft fpeak faHe. The Gofpel of the Chfif- 
tians, if the hiftdrical part of it ckft he relied 

on, affUres u$» in the pOiaineft terms, that he 

• » 

did^ arrogate diviriity to htmfelf, artd that our 
fathers crucified him on that account ; and^ 
in derifion of him, when he hung upon the 
crofs, they called out to him, and hade him 
come dotvn from the crofs, by the divine 
power which he pittended to, and convince 
them that he was their God and King. Stre- 
nuous aflertors a6 they were of the divine 
unity, they c6uld not endure the blafphetoy 
wherewith they fay he blafphemed, when 
he called himfelf the Son ^i God, and 

« 

faid he was one With the Father. It was 

on 
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on. this accoant they proceeded with fo much 
rigour and feverity : neither are we able, af* 
ter a very ftrid: attention to the Gofpel, to 
which you refer us, to affign any other pro- 
bable caufc of their condud: towards him. 

Suffer us. Sir, to fpeak with freedom to 
you. In the Gofpel received by Chriftians we 
fee plainly taught the doctrines of the Tri- 
nity, the divinity and pre-exiftence of him 
•'you call ChdQ, and the miraculous concep- 
tion ; and for thefe reafons, if there were no 
other, we have rejected and flill continue to 
reje(£t, the Gofpel, and cannot become con- 
verts to the Chriftian religion. In your Let- 
ters to us you have aj6Fed:ed to remove thefe 
ilumbling blocks : but it is impoflible : no- 
thing you can fay or ojSFcr will be able to re- 
move them. In the Gofpel they certainly 
are; and, except you could prove to ur, to 
our full conviction, that the oifenfive dodrincs 
are not there, and moreover that they never 
had been there, you fay nothing. 

* B What 
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What is it to us^ Sir, whether you believe 
them or not ? Do they ceafe to be dodrines 
of the Chriftian Gofpel bfcaufe you do not 
believe them ? And, if they are the doctrines 
of the Gofpel, how can we embrace Chrif- 
tianity without embracing them ? If we for- 
fake the religion of bur fathers, and do not 
embrace them, whatever elfe we may be- 
come, we certainly do not become Chriftians. 
It was the grand tumbling block, the origi- 
nal caufe of our fathers* rcjeding Jefus, that 
he afferted his own pre-exiftence and divinity. 
You fay, on the other hand, that you do not 
believe thefc doiflrines; very likely you do 
not, as neither do we. Yet, what then ? 
Becaufe neither you nor we believe them ? 
Arc they not doftrines of the Gofpel ? And, 
if they are dodrines of the Gofpel, can 
we become Chriftians without affenting to 
them ? It is ftrange that you (hould attempt 
to perfuade us to forfake the religion of our 
fathers, having only fuch unfubftantial rea- 
fons to offer for our converfion* Prove to us, 
that Jefus,, when he was alive, afTumed and 

required 
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required only thofe honours from his foU 
lowers which wer6 due to a mere human 
creature. Prove that he difclaimed all pre- 
tentions to divinity, or pre-exiftcnce. Prove 
that our fathers always underftood him as 
difclaiming any fuch pretentions ; and point 
out to us the time, and prove it, when fuch 
doftrines were firft introduced into the world, 
after his deceafe^ — None of thcfe things, Sir, 
ydu can prove ; becaufe Jefus always did, in 
his life time, claim to be confidered as a di- 
vine pre-exiftent perfon, and our fathers cru- 
cified him for it 5 and the Chriftians' Gofpel 
witnefTes the fame ; and the teftimony of all 
antiquity is to the fame efFeft. Contempti- 
ble and illiterate as you efteem us to be, and 
as your Letters reprefent us, we know enough 
of antiquity, and its opinions, to repel your 
very injurious and fallacious attacks upon 
us and our forefathers, did our fathers caufe 
Jefus to be put to death without any, at leaft 
fpecious, allegation of criminality ? Did 
they proceed againft him under all the forms 

B 2 of 
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of public judicature, and lay nothing to his 
charge which by our law would fubjeiA him 
to the. penalty of death ? Would the judge 
have attended to them if they had ? What a 
Hander has this cad upon the whole nation 
of our anceftors ! As if they caufed Jefus to 
be crucified merely out of wantonnefs ; and 
as if the judge condemned him to death with- 
out any charge being brought againft him. 
Jati us call upon you. Sir, in our turn^ to read 
the Gofpel; and, if you yourfelf give any cre- 
dit to it, you will there find that when the 
Governor was willing to have releafed Jefus, 
our fathers were urgent that he fhould not 
rcleafe him. We have a law, they faid, and 
by that law he ought to die; becaufe he 
made himfelf the Son of God. It was not 
that he had reproved them^ or cenfured them 
with fo much afperity, that was the cringte 
laid to his charge. The crime was, that he 
had violated the law of God; that he had 
fet himfelf up to be a divine perfon, and 
thereby infringed on that moft fundamental 

article 
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article of our religion, the Unity of God. 
This was the crime with which our rulers 
charged him; and this was the crime for 
which they caufed him to be put to death. 
And this likewife is the reafon why we havfs 
and fill! continue in our oppoiition to the 
Cofpel. ^ 

Thus, Sir, you fee it is impoffible any 
thing you have faid in your Letters to us 
fhould be of any weight with us. But you 
will fay you do not call upon us to quit our 
religion, and embrdce the offenfive dodrines 
of the Trinity, the Divinity of Jefus, and 
his miraculous conception ; all that you de- 
fire is, that we fhould receive and believe the 
Gofpel, and acknowledge Jefus to have been 
the perfon announced by the Prophets under 
the charafter of our Meffiah — that he had a 
divine miffion, evidenced by his miracles and 
refurredion — that he is afcendcd into hea- 
ven, and will come again to raife the dead 
gnd judge the^world. Admit, you fay, the 

truth 
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truth of thefe articles otily, and we fhall rea- 
dily acknowledge you to be Chriftians. We 
are a little furprifed at all this^ for we always 
nnderflood that fbmething more was necef- 
fary to be done in order to our being deno- 
minated the difciples of Chrift. /• e. Chrif- 
tians. Jefus himfelf» if the firft of your Gof- 
pels is true, ordered all his difciples to be 
baptized» and by a very peculiar form ; nay^ 
he ordered them to be made his difciples by 
baptifm. But how can we fubmit to be bap- 
tized by that form which he has prefcribed^ 
wherein he attefts that the fame name is 
common to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoft? And if we are baptized into that 
name, will it not be to acknowledge that the 
name of the Great God and Father of All is 
the name of the Son, 1. 1* of Jefus, who faid 
he was the Son of God and of the Holy 
Ghoft. Whatever you may do, we cannot be 
guilty of fuch great prevarication as to be 
baptized into a name which we do not ac- 
knowledge ; and baptized into it we cannot 

be 
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be without the greateft prevarication and hy« 
pocrify, unlefs we do acknowledge that God» 
the name of the Father^ u the name like- 
wife of the Son and of the Holy GhofL 
This indeed you do not deiire us to acknow- 
ledge. Why then are you fo urgent with m 
to becon^ Chriftians^ when Chriflians we 
cannot be without acknowledging it^ if the ' 
Gofpei is true ? All this» Sir, puzzles and 
perplexes us much : we know not what it 
is you would have us be : you fay you would 
have us be Chriftians : but Chriftians are 
fuch as conform to and hold the faith of 
Chriflians; and the faith of Chriftians ycm 
feem to juflify us in abhorring ; nay^ you 
even join with us yoiirfelf in the abhorrence 
of it. 

You tell us. Sir, of a great body of Jewifli 
Chriflians, generally called Ebionites, and 
produce them (if we underfland you) as evi- 
dences of the truth of Chriflianity, which 
they would not have embraced, if they had 

not 
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not had the fulled and moft fatl^fadory ai^ 
furance that Jefue was undoubtedly the Mef«« 
iiah. But if tbefe Ebtonites were Cbriftians^ 
how came they to be called Ebionites ? In 
the treatife which you call the A<^s of the 
iftpoiUes, and to which youfo particularly 
dired our attention^ we there find that the 
diftinguifhing name of the difciples of Jefu^, 
was Chriftians; which name^ the Writer fay s^ 
was firft given them at Antioch. But we 
no where find that any of them were called 
Ebionites ; fo that, if ihefe men were Chrif- 
tians, there muft have been fome very Angu- 
lar reaibn for their having a name given them 
to diftinguifh them from their fellow Chrif- 
tians. Sir, you fliould have told us the truth 
upon this fubje<fl : thefe Ebionites, in religion^ 
were neither Jews nor Chriftians j they were 
the followers of one Ebion, from whom they 
derived their name, and who adopting and 
propagating opinions, partly derived^ from 
. our religion, and partly from the Chriftian, 
became the abhorrence of all parties. Mufi: 

we 
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vtfe dfiCtvt the rellgioo of Quf fathers tp be* 
!CQsn0 £bioQite9 ? No, Sit j when wp are at all 
iodfAtd to become Chrifti^inSj we will be- 
s;0nie CbjiOUns. iiwieed> and e^ibrace CWij^ 
jdafiity*as it really is. At prefent we do not 
iind our&lves ij} |he ieaft difpofed to r^noao^^ 
the frivil^«s we oow enjojrj 19 *bqog ^ 
.di£siplfi)S of Mvfyis, ip or4pr to become the 
difcipiles of fifbio9« A word or two moKe 
and we have 4oae. 

In your £fch Letter^ jo^ thus addrefs us 
< — ^^ Some of you may perhaps fayj that yqu 
caaaat enter into any .4iffr.uf|^ ooncerning 
^e.evMence of ChfiftiAnity, tiU the ^liferent 
profeflbrs of it (hall agree among themfelves^ 
and tdl you what it really is/' lf$ perhaps» 
fbme df us ihould ib fyy, it would only be 
in anfwer to you^ personally : in conformity 
with the diredions of OQ.r ^yiie )Qng^ who 
badi advifed U6 in what o^nner to give 
an anfwer to pecfons of a certain defcrip- 
tion. We do not wai}| ^c di^erent pro- 

C feflbrs 
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feflfors to tell us what Chriftianity realty 
is; nor need we any union of fentiment 
among them, to enable us to underftand 
what it is. Your Book, which you call the 
NewTeftament, is plain and explicit enough^ 
without the aid. of any of the different pro- 
feffors of Chriftianity : whatever their opinions 
may be, Chriftianity will ftill be the fame. 
Chriftianity, if we underftand any thing, .is 
the religion of your New Teftament ; juft as 
our religion is the religion inculcated by our 
great Lawgiver Mofes. Do the difierent 
opinions among us at all afied the Law of 
our great Legiflatw ? Do our opinions make 
it to be a different thing from what it is ? 
No more do your differing opinions make 
the religion of Jcfus a different thing from 
what it is. You fay the Gofpels of Matthew 
and Luke contain things that are not true ; 
and that the whole of the . New Teftament 
has fome things borrowed from the Hea- 
thens. We do not pretend to difpute this 
with you; but only one thing we defire 

you 
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you to obferve^ that we- think w^ hztc as 
good authority to reject the whole» as you 
have to rcjeft any part,. (^ the New* Tcftk- 
ment. If you have any authorUy to chufe 
for yourfeliE what part of it you will receive 
and believef we certainly have as good au- 
thority to chufe for ourfelves, and whether 
we will receive and believe Any of it. Af- 
furedly you have a£ted a very unwife part in 
invftitig us to be of a religion which it does 
not appear you have adopted yourfelf ; and in 
recomtnefading us to be governed by a book, 
to which, in the moft material articles of it^ 
you profefiedly give no kind of credit. 

If you were in want of employment of 
fomething to do when you wrote your Letters 
to us, or if you were afleep, and knew not 
what you wrote, we might contrive to in- 
vent fome apology for you ; but, as we fup- 
pofe you will not allow of our apologizing 
thus for you, we muft leave you to the cen- 
fure of your own judgement, when you arc 

C 3 awake. 



awakfc. In the Inun titUe^ we liopd, 'Sir» 
.you wiU not be dfTiehiied with our ctnibre, 
^beA we dedans ybur Letters tb be tht tdleft 
4H(i tnoft ikicohbttnt jargon < we ever retd; a 
KinWy f^fdtW^ web^whidby Whatever it mey 
-40 witbi ^hs^ wUi nevef catch men* 
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Having thus given you the reply of thofe 
. to whom you have addreffed your Letters^ 
and for whofe emolun^ent you intend to have 
them tranflated^ as you inform us^ into He-^ 
brew, give me leave> 5ir, now l;o addrefs 
you for myfdf* 

There is a degree of candor and benevolence 
(real or affefted you beft know) running 
through your Letters^ which could not avoid 
being extremely pleafing, were it not for 
that air of fupercilioufneis and fuperiority^ 
with which the whole is contaminated. The 
perfons to whom you addrefs yourfelf, ap- 
pear in your Letters to be little better than 
contemptible children^ or idiots^ incapable of 

attending 



( «I ) 

at tedding fo Mid mmlf aegiiQlditfi^and there* 

fore tb bb amiifed w^ith g9^gaw$ and trifles j 

pfhy you fhdald tf eaf; them thu8^ perhaps your- 

ftif cj^ni beft explain ^ biit afibredly you vcfry ill 

confttlted thercredit of yourloWni ipteati^^ if 

ybur defign wa$ to recooMPiend 3K>urr6lf by 

its benevolence: The fpirit of benevolence 

16 at a prodigious diAance : from fl^ch kind f>£ 

tt^eatment. Ihdwd, a^ far as I atn concernedj 

I can fr»ly acquit, you of amy deigned dif* 

fifptd: m the naanufiidttre of your Letters ; 

and ' I atn firmly p^rfuaded^ the reafpn why 

you ofl^ited oo mcinly foUd arguttGieats wasy 

becaufe yo«t had pone to offsr; whether from 

the barrennjsfs of your fubjeft, bx of your own 

inventiop^ I ih?!! not deteroMnfe. Could you 

not, out of all your puUicattons, which5 as 

you advertife us at the end of your Letters, 

may be had t:ompiete for fifteen pounds ten 

ihillings, borrow one folid argument to h&ve 

offered to the confideratioa of the Jews ? 

Then affuredly .all your publications are not 

wor<h fifteen pence. However, I will not 

put you out of humour. 

Sir, 
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Sir, you have cxpreiTed yourffclf in the 
warmeft terms of approbation of the law of 
Mofes, and of the religion of the Jews. 
Addrefling yourfelf to them, you thus fpeak: 
'^ We owe infinite obligation to your nation 
for upbraiding us, as you have never ceafed 
to do, with paying divine honours to Jefus 
Chrift, and making a Trinity in the divine 
Nature, and confequently with being idola* 
ters ;'* and again, *« Your nation is the great 
objedk to which our eyes arc direSed;'* 
again, your country is '* fufficiently and 
properly fituated to be the head of all coun- 
tries ; and where yohr nation will reign as 
kings and priefts unto God, receiving the ho- 
mage of all other nations, and prefenting 
oiFcrings -unto God in their behalf." Im- 
prejSed as you appear to be with thcfe and 
other fiimilar fcntiments in favour of the 
Jewifh nation, fuifer me moft earncftly to 
requeft and to prevail with yotf to relin- 
quifli your own religion, whatever that may 
be, and to be engrafted among the Jews a 
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diiciple of the great Legiilator Mofes^ To 
this, I imagine, you can have no folid pbjec* 
tion, iince ypur principles are fo very nearly 
allied to theirs. Are they worfhippers of 
the Unity ? So you fey, are you. Have they 
the faith of Chriftians in abhorrence ? So it 
feems have you. Do they rejed; the New 
,Teil:ament? In a great nieafure you do the 
fame. Are they attached to the obfervations 
.of the fabbath ? You, likewife^ are an ad- 
vocate for it. And, do they believe in the 
perpetual obligation of all the laws of Mofes, 
prefcribcd to the nation of the Jews, in 
the obligation of circumciiion and other 
cuftoms derived from their anceilors ? You 
yourfelf, totidem verbis^ profefs to believe in 
the fame« Jew, then, as you are in princi- 
ple, what hinders but that you (hould profefs 
yourfelf one openly ? What hinders but that 
you (hould haften to be circumcifed, and to 
be engrafted among the children of the flock 
of Abraham ? Difficulty you can have none 
in renouncing the faith of Chriftians i and, 
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as for your owo mungre) rdigioa, you dp not 
-fyem to know how to make either head or tail 
of it. A wfty ivith it^ theicfore, and witjuenu 
ihame or fear aeknowledgoyoudelf to be, what 
it is dmoft ifnpt>fiible not to^tok you teMy 
are : I fay without (hame or fe«r, for ^ame 
and fear are the two pow^id motives by 
which men are indHced often to negied: what 
-» their undeniable duty, and to perfev-ae io 
Ibbleries which even they^ themfelvea ^o not 
approve of, as in the prefent inilance* 

Shame, L can eafily conceive, wiil keep 
you back from prefefling. yourfelf to be . a 
Jew. For, after haying addrefied X^etjLers (o 
the Jev9s twith a view oi dri^wing. tbpm ov^ r 
4o youTt peUgroB, .wi|h Wh^ lace, yop fay, 
caii you profois jourfolf .a convert jto ihpirs ? 
It wofiki he fuch.a .Kprpath^ ikck a ili)r Mp^n 
your charader, ajs ttveo. dM ypMr :philpibphy 
would r Aot he able to fupfort ypu under. 
But, be(ides)tbis^ if you hQconoe a Jew» wd 
puUicly profefs the Jewiih religion^ you will 
fubjedl yourfelf to all that ridicule and very 
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particular (xM tempt with which perfons of 
that pdrfuafion are oAially treated. You (hall 
not be ^ble to ikiv, but fomebody or oth4r 
will be at handy fully prepared opptdert you, 
than which nothing upcm earth can be more 
conipletely difgracefuK 

r 

» 4 

- I^af don me^ Sir^ ' in interrupting you \ but 
^li totally mifinterpret this jnattet. The 
phrafe curtis Judais oppedere^ to which ydu 
allude^ (it was the odd phrafe of a very plea- 
fanl fellow) is not to be interpreted litemlly^ 
but metaphorically. You cannot conceive 
that the Romans when they mtt a Jew, ufed 
to aflaiult him in this manntn* ; or that they 
accuftomed themfelves^ on the trkeffima fatf-- 
bata^ to untrufs and bombard the fynagogucs. 
But if they did> how will that afFed you ? 
No fuch pra<ftice prevails here in England ; 
fo that you need be appreheniive of no fhao^e 
or difgrace on any fuch account as this. And 
beiides> AH Philofopher as you are^ fo inti- 
mately acquainted with all the different vari- 
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ety of airSj fixed and unfixed, phlogiftic, 
mephitic, &c. fhould any mad-brained fel- 
low unpeg the cave of iEolus againft you, 
what need you care ? Inftead of difgracing 
you, it would ferve rather to aflifl: you in 
your pbiiofophical lucubrations, and enable 
you to furnifh the world with a complete and 
fatis£a(ftory anaLyfis of the fubjed:; which, 
to the beft of my knowledge, never yet has 
been done. 

Lay afide therefore all fiailfe fhame, or ap- 
prehenfions of difgrace, from an event which 
mofl probably never will happen. Be bold, 
and openly profefs the religion of which you 
think fuch great things, and no longer let 
your name be numbered among the uncir- 
cumcifed. What I have already faid I again 
repeat ; haften to be circumcifed, and to be 
engrafted among the children of the ftdck of 
Abraham ; and let not fear in this inftance, 
as (hame in the former, operate with you 
againft a compliance. 
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' Circumcifion you know to be an indiipen* 
fible rite of the religion of the Hebrews, and 
that no one can be incorporated into their 
fociety till he hath undergone the operation. 
I need not mention for your encouragement, 
the ancient Fathers from the days of Abra- 
ham, who were all of them circumcifed j I 
will refer you to more recent inftances, name- 
ly, that great body of Jewifti Chriftians, the 
Ebionites, whom you fpeak of with fo much 
approbation. Their principles, Sir, you have 
adopted, adopt their practice likewife, and 
become an Ebionite indeed. By your own 
acknowledgement, the being circumcifed 
cannot prejudice you at all in your religious 
profeffion ; for, if the Jews were to embrace 
Chriftianity^ you fay they muft ftill perfe- 
vere in the practice of circumcifion ; fo that 
you cannot plead againil it, that by being 
circumcifed you virtually would renounce 
fuch faith as you have. In your opinion, the 
Jews might pradice circumcifion ix)nfiftently 
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Chrifttanity, if they (hoiild embrace it, 
knd therefore fo may yw. 

. Here then, doubtbfs.you will reply to me, 
that it is not for any fuch reafpn 4s the above, 

-diat you ha?e hitherto declined circumgifion. 
Any prejudice that may arlie to your religious 
profeffion is totally out of the queftipn. Your 
reafon is of a very different nature. Circum- 

-cifion is at all times a fevere operation ; and, 
at your time of life^ could not be fubmitted 

• to without great difficulty and diftrefs, and 
even danger. 

An this> Sir, is nothing but common cant, 
faggefbed* by thofe two unworthy motives 
which I have endeavoured . to guard you 
againft. What is your time of life to the 
purpofe ? How docs that make it more diffi-? 
cult to circumcife you now than if you was 
ten or twenty years younger ? The operation 
will be the fame now as it would have been 
then, and performed juft in the fame manner, 
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without the tpiqutefl difference ; and there- 
fore it is kjle . to the laft degree to urge your 
time of life as an obje^ion to the perform- 
ance of the op^ratiQn^ Have done, I befeech 
yon, with fuch poor fubterfuges, and come 
with the boldn?fs and confidence of a man^ 
and fubmit to the operation, without urginjg; 
any more thefc imaginary difficulties and dif- 
tref$^ whichi in reality, fubiift no where but 
in your own imagination. 

But you fay there is danger in the opera* 
tion. In what refpedt ? Are not you as other 
men are ? How then can there be any danger 
in it ? You fancy the operator's hand may flip, 
and fo you might receive irreparable damage* 
What damage you might receive in cafe his 
hand was to flip, I will not pretend to fay, 
for I do npt know. But with the greateft 
confidence I can affure you that you run no 
rifk of any fuch thing; for the operators are 
always perfpns of the greateft experience in 
their profeffion ; their inftruments are in every 
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rcfpedl pcrfeftly adapted to their bufinefs, 
which they perforin always with the greateft 
addrefs and expedition. It is true, if you were 
to jerk and wriggle about, while you were ' 
under the hands of the operator, I cannot an- 
fwer for the confequences ; fomething might 
happen which neither you nor I can forefee ; 
but if you preferve yourfelf calm, without 
turbulence or refraftorinefs, I do not fee 
how any poffible evil can happen from your 
being circumcifed, let your age be what it 
wilL However, to make you perfedlly eafy 
on this head, I am to inform you that, for 
the accommodation of perfons who apply for 
circumcifion at your time of life, ample pro- 
vifion is made that no evil (ball enfue. For 
fuch — A table is prepared, fomething in the 
form of a hog's back, fix feet in length, /. e. 
in the chord. Upon this the fubjeft is laid, 
and incurvated to the utmofl of his bent; 
and in this pofition he hath in fome meafure 
the appearance of a piece of wood that is 
incurvated for the purpofe of becoming the 
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felly of a cart wheel. Acrofs his neck^ liis 
hands and arms, and Jegs and thighs, are 
thrown proper ligatures, which fallen him fo 
completely to the table, that he can neither 
(hrink downwards nor jerk upwards. But 
this is not all. After he is thus faftened to 
the table, fide boards are applied clofe to his 
body,^ and fcrewed up as tight as poflible, 
which take from him entirely all power of 
wriggling or motion of any kind, except in 
thought; and in this pofture, the operator be- 
ing fecured againil all hazard of interruption 
in his operation, it is performed with the ut- 
moil fafety and expedition* 

Having thus. Sir, mofl: plainly evidenced 
that you will run no manner of rifk in fub- 
roitting to the operation, (your roaring, though 
it were to be as loud as of a bull of Bafan, 
the operator will not regard) let me now* mod 
. earneflly entreat you to lofe no time, but 
haften to the fynagoguc, that the rite may be 
accompliihed. And when it is, and you (hall 
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publiih your complete and fatisfaAory Analy- 
fis, which the world will then expert from 
youy you will be enabled to add to the num- 
ber of your titles Nunc demum curtus inter Ju^ 
JaoSf and your title-page will announce that 
it is written by Joseph Phiestley, LL. D. 

F. R. S. AC, IMP. PETROP. R. PARIS. HOLM. 
TAURIN. AUREL. MED. PARIS. HARLEM. 
CANTAB. AMERIC. ET PHILAD. SOCIUS; 
ET DEM. CURT. INT. JUD. 

Here^ Sir^ it was my intention to have 
concluded my letter to you. But upon pre- 
Tenting it for the infpeAion and approbation 
of thofe whom I dare not difobey^ unfortu- 
nately for us both, I find I am altogether 
wrong in my application to you. Should 
you prefent yourfclf to the Jews for circum- 
cifion they will not receive you. It is a maxim 
among the Turks that a bad Chriflian will 
never make a good Muflblman. And the 
Jews think, that, if they were to admit into 
their fociety fuch a Chriftian as you profefs 
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yourfelf to be, it would be impoffible that 
you fliould ever prove faithful to the Law of 
Mofes. You would be trimming and new 
modelling the Pentateuch, jiift as you have 
ferved the Gofpel of the Chriftians. There- 
fore they will have nothing to fay to you. 
It is a fad affair^ Sir, but there is no remedy. 
However, if I might advife you, go and offer 
yourfelf to the Turks. Notwithftanding their 
maxim, it is poflible they might admit you 
among them, and« if they fhould, all would 
be well. If however, they like wife (hould re- 
jedt you, then, as defpcratc cafes muft have 
defperate remedies, all I eaa advife you is, to 
drcumcife yourfelf. 

In the mean time. Sir, though not of your 
religion, I am 

Your humble fervant, 
APR 1 5 1915 

SOLOMON DE A. R- 



#^ 



'-* i - * 



